The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) is a legally
binding instrument that sets out the specific rights of children and establishes universal
standards for child protection.

Human Rights Education Institute of Burma
GPO Box 485, Chiang Mai, 50000, Thailand




Content

Introduction

B 3% Rie Salilca RNl ctc male SloaNoaleigbtitielic ot RicateH
The plight of children under military rule in Burma

Third and Fourth National Report on the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child

[4§8E¢0 egalgpimaenigp:sC so300p5merugpion meroizagtsacsg
BEPedeBad 0oEagl:oondaooahage

A Message to the Child Rights Committee from migrant and refugee
children from Burma

News

57
127

183

185

187



npatm:

OPEVAVEEEN MG:EYEREqEdCPogId (Convention on the Rights of the Child- CRC) 205 onecvzgpsel
3200:309CHeepgPIsE  000PY:5E200583E6000 MG ROEEEEEPOdGEE 3280E3D0EP0Y 200D
[NealcIC Bl eot /s PR ot ealo clellcTabaptlab (e pERIS P Toa o SR S ole eatiebials Iop Tl Ieate Yo STas TN o Tl
2g9E:6apong|00p5 §E8mom cpaaglerce:adep 38moqd opadogt co9sadimand(gd: §E¢meq
F0ROdIGPed: COOHEODGEE03000:0000  EgoCVRdH b0 CVBSeodeEEad0N:00d 8EE  gpimees(gE
G039 3GEEPRNRLS 6onEePodq$EaRed 08anghoopd aepspues(gg 0oep:Batast 3p0g)0
eepadlep  cvOeemEqodgpPimeloPEialontlqoopd  :§808328qCs0000903  0oEogtiq§omnsgoopd
020808 0g68EEqpin  gadrdoyGioyCopgp: doeomn  meruzaglaseeadepongd cordedd
(Committee on the Rights of the Child) 03 eg:eom0500Ee(gpr5002:00001 A3 condecdan eg0dlEagEdgp:st
00520058 ©0q|62F0EEEPiEl F260mEI05edNEEEGR} Gong(ogpdenocmoopdi og|beagd
0E888omBiqomem  3a8:qe0pc5oond  =agmaopdigpizacs[gtaoopd: wrdBEeadasmad orEagiqydeoi
eondeddmgolepist cogedond(ygydee ojeongfodecyameaiapdesiod a€ duesomntgrd8Eaopdi

[4508Ce38:q0000  mneromaglaneqEong|Ood opeo 950038  3200p5[gI00SwcdEe:ad:30p5I  moew:
20gC:0eapog00p5  [4§608EE00500deqrad00  §EEmomnpaaganeeogdsdy  adogCongaad
208[gdoopdn  [g§en§E0pS  mmeruimglareeradapeantucdad  msdieadatsmadonagtideadaopd:
00002[036228qC0003 n8ag8iqs qodogeddein o3eadd [g8wraadiqaopd coodwosCoongremaloid 258
qEs3edg Joop 956 acBEcoopl 0nEog€sdaopdi oBadonEoglionpdendiqEedafdena’ eodeo3engd
0Cqp20d:0008CqSm00305 [48§enfCee cpoomaalggeagzaopdigp: peditq §EE3a0pE:fonaroiaganaqeyp:

o3 6epadodid(o300201

p329E3266:0p60:Rs ([§$08ES) 20pb [g§e0§EE] cpoosaalglgieagzaopSiypieaagnlypiaan: meroszagl
eqe ooqidsacopCn Booq|6a3 eenglmdecyam(gts 38qE4[gE:adCap qpOodiardspdigpiaacioypEiad
8odsoodeoapd  SEEeodmsntadfulesgieg(qlmnpdy cagiegi300903 [BiojsnyCo30001 Bmacnd
§eo:e5:393 0005eEPEd VY .Y (0G) FooBdoniwdypin  mersglsreaeedad ([g§e$Es)
Boopd RE00d:Id Fooded:  redlCirdeannta$eddyodIlooopdi  cpcudypidieaonanpdeagypisad
208 CV0OREEHIFZ00iPI00e  MG:IYEGEEFEEE0d6OEEP0E:FYOIFIYPOd  GEdEM
9es0nE:60m050p3[03o0pdn BJGE  [gSer§Eesaogtifmacgpiel  3agdeSepiod  cBaBoyoon[g8Eepd
0oP[E228qEsen0neenCa? ¢m&yeoeqroondanpbi dBurdgiCeadatoenayt [gengEeanaylsg onaroigp:
qCaB8Es0265q0p)  G:3IROVEE  MEAIEDINE  MGVNSIEEPCI00SesE  CVdsdadEodom
qpeeacopCiod B:eentiadiontgeqroomoon:aopdi adlgé meroigpdlo€glancgad odE{gSwsdodeepad
ege[gpCimannboougpisé  30p0000meroicodypisé  merosmaglaeqadlep  03EuEB8Eeagiestaq;
3200600903 03IE:0500001 Beagiegiopt mevzagancgest vadoa50pdopo3eIzacoRI[Y4ps SpAIE
:260:3[gEqPs 220zEe0gP:0366500056 08 :28qEdoaRE copdagtiesdlgaoniclaopd

J0o0 9581 a&com G8anfGogCaytiodonpd aneroisagaseeadepenideodel 320063:3a3Ep 3a[za0pd:
3260509 cSa30000:000508:2ad0l320E 60Hq6e Bude:pudsdBion cndeapa5§EF00N 30x533BEp
[ 2e0pd:z060:83000060 0r006gemqICBYP:SE sy :B:qe0I0dEoTFI0SiP:sE GoDE03d
GosgPisE 0050005000  2VoE:FOSICEdGP: 0088000 F[grrEagyp: Broo§eogedean 30pds
3260{gda0pd1 6ePqdEl M30Se000S $83:00p5 VHPGE328ESmEN GOz qIodgPisE 2o8qEizadaoos o3
(Q65$600039|094P:$ 005005 6oo05[gerdoradsiogein cedqdel apcudadudeniapudon maerisaganscs
60250030d [g§e§Ee§maroigpiadudonigiean 200oEoom: o3 oollgelgraddoopd

Joo 950 assdco (op) qodesopl oerosmaglsreeiadepeanduodangd [g§en§Eemontogtionpd
003005¢ 00738qEHEL05005¢) [oFpe5020pd30p5:3260:03 0qE:0920p51 MeriIgEaRcaEg OsE
005005 6o 3607EIR0deEEEaEGsE00d (G 03:00056gP:03  GeRaXNE0S:0dF[0300051
602560030EqP:00p5 mer:eagsneqesdal (Ser8Ee) o onglgeameagodypst saelogpCimaepapigrodad
000d665eag:e5:[0320p503 GogqEoRdI



009033608 [g§e0§EEFiq0000Ea3E:0000 noBuom[B8sE 0odgrea[036 =a8qEson mmeruizaglanaeg
6655 ([g§wn 8E8) oo 0ag8:doopd LrBGE=e8qCooI [§§608EE] anarusgpsel oBudSogodudentapudmn
607500303 6[ped3o0pd 200800 G0De03EId:a00g0dgPsEL0da0050pY cojoontigp: JoEd]

200

00908 328qEden0gd eINCeanlEgEstad cdlodamengs 3E:08:0n08cnbeamntauidirgean qpodcd
0o8eqiCisC  3083300p5sgPiEidi0d  F0nieoqEmonEiAloopdl  30n:0[gE  SPe0Smadssepudypizajoyie
3298 306qEg:ee05g 2000803 0ee0C:005006:0086LIEoD pyP:EIDND F0HI0000RS GoRkmodE
Oloopbi g€ m8qden[gdelgpodesmnt BE:08:doCapbesmntdanpd olorbieqeadeqmadolypiss opdigend
6e0d6qE3Z0CyPiod  anodeusedoopdmagSqpn  0o§d:eomm[pjeusqodypis  3a60ogIR[YqpPiIzEoged

eoeq: 32002008 6{o3pEs 905008:00E263k00N

mer:sIRCIEnEEINE [[YSwiSES)




Intrwoduction

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) is a legally binding instrument
that sets out the specific rights of children and establishes universal standards for child protection.
The Convention is one of nine core international human rights treaties and the most widely ratified
of them all. States that ratify the UN CRC must submit periodic progress reports outlining relevant
legislative, judicial, and administrative measures taken to ensure safeguards for child rights. The
Committee on the Rights of the Child, a body of independent experts elected by States parties,
monitors the implementation of the Convention. Other stakeholders can participate in the monitoring
process by submitting alternative reports and engaging in dialogue with the Committee members.

The Government of Burma ratified the UN CRC in 1991—the Convention is one of only two
international human rights treaties that the Government of Burma has signed. Burma submitted an
initial report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, but failed to submit its first progress report.
The Government did, however, submit a combined 3™ and 4™ report in July 2009. In preparation for
the Committee’s review of this combined report, concerned members of civil society organizations
from Burma came together to examine the situation of child rights in the country.

The Human Rights Education Institute of Burma (HREIB) organized a national consultation workshop
to introduce members of community-based organizations to the UN CRC and child rights monitoring
and reporting procedures. During the workshop, representatives of 14 organizations decided to form
a network for collaboration—the Child Rights Forum on Burma. The Forum collected information
from partner organizations, including youth-led groups, and drafted an alternative report providing
an accurate portrayal of the child rights situation in Burma. The alternative report highlights the
main issues affecting children in Burma such as forced labor, recruitment and use of child soldiers,
trafficking, and armed conflict. It includes opinions from migrant and refugee children living along
the Thai-Burma border who participated in a similar national consultation workshop on child rights.

In June 2011 two members of the Forum, including a youth representative, traveled to Geneva to
participate in the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s pre-sessional working group meeting—a
private meeting with UN agencies and bodies, NGOs, and other organizations which have submitted
additional information to the Committee. They presented the alternative report’s findings and exposed
gaps and distortions in Burma’s Government report. The Forum’s youth representative delivered a
message to the Committee on behalf of children in Burma.

On 19 January 2012 the Committee on the Rights of the Child formally considered Burma’s 3™ and
4™ periodic report, assessing the State’s progress towards implementing the provisions in the UN
CRC. The Committee members raised many of the key concerns outlined by the Child Rights Forum
on Burma.

This publication contains a copy of Burma’s 3™ and 4" combined periodic report, the Child Rights
Forum of Burma’s alternative report, a special message from children to the Committee on the Rights
of the Child, and a selection of relevant articles from media coverage of the Committee’s review.

Child Rights Forum of Burma
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Assistance for All Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPP-B), Burma Issues ( Bl), Back Pack Health
Worker Team(BPHWT) and Emergency Action Team (EAT), Burma Anti-Child Trafficking
(Burma-ACT), Burmese Migrant Workers Education Committee (BMWEC), Chin Human Rights
Organization (CHRO), Committee For Protection and Promote of Child Rights-Burma (CPPCR-
Burma), Foundation for Education and Development (FED)/Grassroots Human Rights Education
(GHRE), Human Rights Education Institute of Burma (HREIB), Karen Human Rights Group
(KHRG), Karen Youth Organization (KYO), Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (KWAT),
Mae Tao Clinic (MTC), Oversea Mon Women’s Organization (OMWO), Social Action for Women
(SAW),Women and Child Rights Project (WCRP) and Human Rights Foundation of Monland
(HURFOM),Yoma 3 News Service (Burma)
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Executive Summary

The Child Rights Forum of Burma (CRFB) is submitting the following report to the
Committee on the Rights of the Child for its review of Burma. Children in Burma face
numerous challenges to their survival and development. For the majority of children
access to basic rights such as health care, food, education, protection from abuse and
exploitation are almost non-existent.

CRFB wishes to bring to the Committee’s attention information regarding the following
children’s rights violations by the State Party, all of which impede their chances of
development and survival:

= the denial of health care and an adequate standard of living;

* the denial of free and accessible education, and discrimination in access to

education;

= pervasive and widespread child labour and forced labour, including portering in the

army;

= afailure to protect children from sexual exploitation and trafficking;

= a failure to accord special protection to children affected by armed conflict,

ifncluding from ongoing violations of international humanitarian law by the armed
orces;

e the recruitment and participation of children in armed conflict;
» the denial of rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly;
e arbitrary arrest, detention and torture, and denial of the rights to a fair trial.
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Introduction

Growing up under military rule has a profound and devastating affect on children and young
people in Burma. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) explicitly requires State
parties to ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the
child. Children in Burma, however, grow up amidst acute challenges to the realisation
of their most basic human rights, fundamental to life, including the rights to food, shelter,
physical security, and access to basic health care and education. Policies and practices
of the State party, and its armed forces (Tatmadaw), remain the primary threat to
these and other rights protected under the CRC, rather than poverty or incapacity due to
Burma'’s status as a developing nation. The violence, abuse and hardship that young people
suffer as a result of political violence, armed conflict and authoritarian political systems
can severely impair their development and chances of survival. When parents and family
members are killed, disappeared or unlawfully detained, children’s rights are further
violated.

Children in Burma account for almost half of the population and are the key to its future
development and growth, if they themselves are given the chance to develop and grow. Yet
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the environment in which the majority of Burma’s children grow up is fraught with numerous
challenges to their survival and development. Access to basic rights such as health care, food,
education, protection from abuse and exploitation are almost non-existent. Children in Burma
face arbitrary arrest, imprisonment and torture for their political beliefs. Religious and ethnic
minority children face persecution, discrimination and additional barriers in accessing basic
services. Militarization, armed conflict, abuse (particularly forced labour), and exploitation of
natural resources in ethnic areas leads to loss of livelihoods, crippling poverty, mass
displacement, and the denial of basic needs of local communities, all of which directly endanger
children’s rights, and cost many their very lives.

Violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, including the use of
child soldiers, torture, deliberate and indiscriminate killing and maiming of civilians,
forced labour, attacks on civilian objects including the food supply, and obstruction of
humanitarian assistance are not isolated incidents. The evidence collected by member
organizations of the Child Rights Forum of Burma (CRFB) provides further evidence
to the growing body of documentation that these violations are widespread and
committed with impunity, suggesting that they are systematic, and are conducted with
institutional support. These acts likely constitute crimes against humanity and war crimes
as defined under customary international law, which is reflected in the provisions of the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and are currently not being investigated
in Burma within the domestic legal system. Evidence collected for this report indicates
that, in Burma, children are also subject to these crimes. Families expressed reluctance to
report violations to authorities out of fear of retribution, but also due to a lack of faith in the
judicial system to deliver adequate and fair legal remedies in a manner consistent with
basic standards of justice. CRFB supports the position of the UN Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Myanmar that “failing to act on accountability in Myanmar
will embolden the perpetrators of international crimes and further postpone long-overdue
justice...If the Government fails to assume this responsibility, then the responsibility falls to
the international community.”1

Purpose and Methodology of the Report

This report provides an alternative testimony to that of the State Party report to the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child. Burma ratified the Convention on the Rights
of the Child in 1991. A complete and thorough examination of the implementation
of each article of the CRC was impossible due to time constraints. Furthermore,
comprehensive, reliable statistics about healthcare, education and other fields in Burma
are often unavailable. The Child Rights Forum of Burma was formed by civil society
organizations (CSOs) after a national consultation workshop that was carried out from 20-
22 March 2011 on the Thai-Burma border. Eighteen child and human rights organizations
that conduct activities inside Burma but maintain administrative offices in Thailand
participated in the workshop.

The report focuses on the following child rights issues: health; education; child labour;
trafficking in children; special protection issues - children in armed conflict; the recruitment
and participation of children in armed conflict; freedom of expression, assembly and
association; and torture and arbitrary arrest and detention. These issues were identified as
primary areas of concern by CRFB member organizations and were areas which the groups
had been documenting and reporting on over the past two decades. Materials and research
provided by the member organisations for this report incorporate the opinions and views
of children. Due to severe restrictions imposed by the military regime, independent civil
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society organizations often cannot operate openly inside the

country; nonetheless, the groups compiling information for this report regularly conduct
activities inside the country, though for safety reasons many must do this in secret,
coordinated by offices located in neighbouring countries; others must permanently stay in
exile because it is impossible to return safely, even discretely.

Since ratification, little progress has been made on implementing the provisions of the
CRC or the 1997 and 2004 recommendations of the CRC Committee. The reality for
children growing up in Burma remains dire and the State has made minimal progress
towards meeting Millennium Development Goals (MDG) for 2015. Despite some legal and
policy developments, such as the 1993 Child Laws, the 2005 Anti-trafficking Law, the
Plan of Action Against Trafficking and the Supplementary Understanding between
ILO and the Government of Myanmar, reforms are largely cosmetic and State policy and
practice fails to comply with the obligations set out in the CRC. Burma has ratified only
two international human rights treaties, the CRC and the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). In order to strengthen the full
implementation of all human rights, the Committee in its 2004 Concluding Observations
recommended that Burma ratify all other international human rights treaties, including the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention against Torture. In its State report the
regime makes no mention of these treaties, and provides no indication of whether it is
considering ratification or any steps it will take to ratify them.

Furthermore,the Statonly made minimal effort to adhere to theCommittee’srecommendation
regarding the inclusion of the rights of the child in the new Constitution. The Constitution
makes only two references to children: section 32(a) stipulates, “The Union shall care
for mothers and children, orphans, fallen Defence Services personnel’s children, the aged
and the disabled”; and the section of the Constitution on Citizen, Fundamental Rights and
Duties of the Citizens, states, “Mothers, children and expectant women shall enjoy equal
rights as prescribed by law”.

The CRFB supports the recommendations made by the Committee in its 2004 Concluding
Observations, but the regime has failed to make progress on these recommendations. This
report contains concrete suggestions on how the State Party can fulfill its the obligations
under the CRC and improve the life chances of Burma'’s children.

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Ratify and bring relevant laws and practices into compliance with international
human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and its Optional Protocols, the International Covenant on Economic, Social

and Cultural Rights and its Optional Protocol, the Convention against Torture
2. Ratify the Additional Protocols I and II of the 1949 Geneva Convention and bring

relevantlaws and practices into compliance with these and other international
humanitarian norms.

3. Review and amend the Constitution and existinglegislation to ensure implementation
of international human rights including the CRC and compliance with international

humanitarian law.
4. Publicly acknowledge the above changes in law and direct all civilian and military

officials to comply. Remove from posts and then prosecute individuals who violate
these laws or fail to punish perpetrators. Penalties should involve criminal, in addition
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to administrative, charges and punishments. Information about prosecution and
punishment of violators should be widely publicized, and verification by outside
monitors and the media permitted.

5. Mobilize and utilize all available resources to ensure that the basic rights of
all children, including the rights to development, survival and to be free from

discrimination, are fully realized and met.
6. Prioritize policy reform and increase budget allocation to meet the

Millennium Development Goals and ensure basic needs such as health care, food,
shelter and education are provided to all people throughout the country, as laid out
in CRC, CEDAW, and UDHR.

Articles 24 and 27 - the right to health 2 and an adequate standard of living3

Children in Burma often grow up without enjoying the most basic human rights fundamental
to life: food, shelter, physical security, and access to basic health care. The situation for
children in the ethnic and border areas, particularly internally displaced persons (IDPs), is
even more precarious. For such individuals, widespread rights violations that take place
cause and exacerbate existing health problems. Burma'’s once vaunted public health system
has collapsed, a consequence ofdecades of military misrule, abuse, and disinvestment. Less
than 3 % of Burma’s State expenditure is on health4; some recent estimates place the figure
at under 1%0. Official health expenditure per capita is amongst the lowest in the world,
estimated at $1 (actual dollars) per capita per annum in 2009. © This figure amounts
to 0.8% of the Burma’s overall State expenditure. The equivalent figures for Burma'’s
neighbour, Thailand, are $168 and 14%, respectively. 7Even childhood immunizations,
one of the most cost-effective public health interventions available, are excluded from the
State health budget; no State funds were spent on immunizations in 2009.8 The reality of
ongoing disinvestment in essential social services by the State party remains unchanged
today, despite recent political changes: the country’s latest budget, passed in secrecy
and without oversight by the new parliament, allocated only 1.3% of the national budget to
health, about $2 per capita per year. The lion’s share was reserved for the military, which
received almost a quarter of the budget, easily eclipsing expenditures on health, education,
and social welfare combined.?

However, the problem is not simply one of resource limitations: in 2010, the State party
continued its string of trade surpluses, particularly through the sale of energy, and is
estimated to hold almost $4 billion in international reserves.10 Its ongoing neglect
continues to place the country’s most vulnerable populations, particularly mothers and
children, at high risk for preventable morbidity and mortality, and Burma’s basic infant,
child, and maternal health indicators rank amongst the worst in the region. Officially,
in 2009, the infant mortality rate was estimated to be 54 per 1000 live births, while the
figure for child (under-5) mortality was 71, amongst the highest in the region.11 The
equivalent figures for neighboring Laos, where governmental spending on health is $7 per
capita per year (or 3.8% of government expenditures) is 46 and 59, respectively12. A third of
Burma'’s children are moderately to severely underweight, and the maternal mortality ratio
is estimated to be 320 per 100,000 live births, again amongst the highest in the region13.



Access to Health Services

As aresult of severe official disinvestment in basic health services, almost 90% of healthcare
expenditures are paid for privately, almost entirely out-of-pocket.14  Given that over
70% of the average Burmese household budget is estimated to be spent on food alone, a
reflection of severe food insecurity in a country once known as the “rice basket of Asia,’
professional health-related services are an unaffordable luxury for most people in Burmal5
The already precarious situation is exacerbated by widespread corruption, including in
State health facilities, where informal “fees” are often levied (not only for admission
but for other services such as wheelchairs, blankets, and cleaner facilities); further, all
supplies and medicines, absent from hospital stores, usually have to be purchased on the
black market by patients or their families, incurring additional time and expenses.16

In rural eastern Burma, severe official disinvestment in health-related services and
the resulting lack of infrastructure is worsened by increased militarization and its abusive
consequences on the civilian population. Predatory practices such as forced labour and
seizure of land and property, a consequence of the Tatmadaw’s policy of self-sufficiency,
are deepening poverty and further limit access to health care.17  Where health care
facilities are available, access may be controlled by the whims of the local Burma military
commanders.18  According CRFB member the Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG),
“Constant demands for forced labour by army personnel operating in State Peace and
Development Council controlled areas force villagers to leave their crops untended,
resulting in spoiled or reduced harvests. Military taxes and extortion then take away much
of this harvest and erode savings kept in the form of livestock, jewellery and rice surpluses,
leaving villagers to work hand to mouth and thus reducing parents’ health care options for
their children.” 19

The inability of many mothers and children to access timely and appropriate health-related
services often proves to be fatal, as shown in Table 1 in the Appendix. In internally
displaced communities of eastern Burma, recently published figures for infant and child
mortality are even higher than Burma’s official figures, at 73 and 138 per 1000 live
births, respectively.20  Similarly, maternal mortality ratios in such communities are
almost triple Burma’s official national figure, bearing closer resemblance to countries
such as Democratic Republic of the Congo, Nigeria, and Rwanda.21

Qualitative interviews in IDP communities have also highlighted the common experience of
losing children as a result of lack of access to healthcare. A Karenni man who lived for
four years atvarious relocation sites recalled, “at least one child died every week”22 A
Kayan Padaung man described the loss of his children: Everyone in my family got sick
within a year of being forcibly relocated. My three year-old and six-year-old got sick so
quickly. They couldn’t eat and got terrible fever and diarrhea. Within a week they were both
dead...Most of the children from my community died in that year”23

Although direct military violence has been frequently reported and has been
extensively documented, surveys of IDPs in eastern Burma have not shown direct violence
, either from torture by soldiers or landmine injuries, to be the major cause of death. Far
more civilians die indirectly from causes closely linked to abusive policies of the State
party. The impact of specific human rights abuses on children’s health are depicted in
Table 2 in the Appendix.

The main causes of death in the children of such communities are overwhelmingly
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preventable: malaria was identified as the main cause; and diarrhea and acute respiratory
infections were the second and third most common Kkillers.24 Malaria remains one of the
biggest killers in Burma; however, the burden of sickness and death is disproportionately
borne by IDPs and ethnic peoples of the country. One community survey in IDPs of Eastern
Burma found that malaria was responsible for 24.7% of all deaths, and 27.7% of deaths in
children under five.25 Perhaps 1/14 household heads, primarily women, were infected
with Plasmodium falciparum, the most deadly type of malaria parasite, suggesting high
ongoing transmission. These realities have had destabilizing health impacts on the
country’s neighbours, especially Thailand, where 90% of the country’s malaria cases
occur on the border with Burma.26

The second leading identified cause of death in IDP children, diarrhea, is similarly
preventable.27 Less than a third of IDP children who had diarrhea were able to access
highly cost-effective, potentially life-saving oral rehydration salts (ORS), again reflecting
lack of access to even the most basic of health interventions. And the frequency with which
this disease occurs also reflects lack of investment in adequate clean water supplies and
sanitation for such communities, again a situation more dire than for Burma as a whole,
where it is estimated that 34% of the rural population has no access to clean water and for
43% there are no safe sanitation facilities available. 28

Child Malnutrition

In eastern Burma, childhood malnutrition rates are also disproportionately high, particularly
in IDP communities, where over 40% of children may be acutely malnourished.29
For three townships here, the situation would meet the criteria of the World Health
Organization (WHO) for critical malnutrition, indicating an acute need for supplementary
feeding interventions.30 Results of other surveys in similar communities were consistent
with this; one such analysis published by the Thai Burma Border Consortium in 2010
found that 60% of households had an inadequate diet, consuming primarily rice and
vegetables, and having almost no protein.31

Available information also indicates that micronutrient deficiency is also very common
in Burma, particularly for IDP children. Although official UNICEF figures from 2008 indicate
94% coverage of Vitamin A supplementation32, surveys by the Back Pack Health Worker
Team, done in IDP communities of eastern Burma largely blocked off from international
humanitarian assistance, indicate rates of only 20%.33 Similarly, while 93% of households
in Burma officially have iodized salt34, an important intervention for prevention of
iodine deficiency and childhood mental retardation, the equivalent figure for IDPs of
eastern Burma is only about 47%.35

Although data is even more limited for other border areas of Burma, available information
for Chin State, bordering India, indicate an even more dire situation of food insecurity.
In 2006 the Melocanna baccifera bamboo which covers approximately one-fifth of Chin
State began to flower and produce fruit, a process which happens once every 50 years.
The fruit attracts forest rats, which then reproduce at a rapid rate. When the fruit
supply is exhausted, the rats turned on people’s farms and fields, quickly depleting
rural villagers of their primary food supplies. The consequences of this process are long-
lasting: the destruction of their livelihoods, increased hunger, malnutrition and disease.36
44 children, mostly under the age of 10, died in the Lautu and Mara areas of Thantlang
Township in 2008 alone. Another five children died in Paletwa Township in February
200837, The food crisis is still ongoing in southern Chin State, with an estimated 114
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villages in Kanpalet Township facing acute food shortages in December 2010.38

However, this disaster was not simply a result of natural cycles of the bamboo: it was
exacerbated by widespread official abuses by the Burmese authorities. In a 2011 report
published by Physicians for Human Rights (PHR), based on surveys conducted in every
township of Chin State, over 90% of surveyed households had experienced forced labour in
the preceding year, overwhelmingly by Burmese authorities. Over 50% had their livestock
stolen or killed, and over 40% had been forced to give money, again overwhelmingly to
agents of the State, all of which compromised their ability to survive amidst a predictable
famine.39 For many, these realities have rendered survival in their homes untenable: an
estimated 12.3% of all households in Chin State were forced to flee during February
2009 to March 2010, the main reasons being to find food (83%) or work (9%).40
The southern townships of Paletwa and Kanpalet comprised 80% of all displaced
households. One family of four was forced to move ten times in one year. They moved,
they said, primarily out of a need to find food. In Paletwa Township, researchers met with
a 57-year-old resident who lives with

his wife and four of his seven children - one of whom was only three-months old. More
than ten times during the past month, members of the household went a full day without
eating anything for lack of food.41 Many more were unable to survive in Burma, fleeing to
India and Malaysia.

The authorities in Burma have not provided any direct food aid to the people of
Chin State. Requests for technical preventative assistance have been ignored. Instead the
authorities have obstructed foreign relief aid. In July 2009, then-Chairman of Chin
State Peace and Development Council, Brigadier-General Hung Ngai - recently appointed
Chief Minister of Chin State following the November 2010 elections - issued an order to all
Township Peace and Development Councils of Chin State, forbidding them from receiving
foreign assistance.42

Maternal health

As noted earlier, maternal mortality ratios in IDP communities of eastern Burma are far
higher than Burma'’s national figures, a reality driven by the inability of women to access
basic reproductive health services. In recognizing the intimate link between the survival
and development of children and their mother’s health and socio-economic status, the
CRC requires that State parties ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care
for mothers. In Burma, the failure to realize the health rights of women has a devastating
impact on survival of children.

In the areas where community organisations are working in Eastern Burma, access to safe
delivery is very low, and access to emergency obstetric care is only 4%.43  One survey
found that only 4% of women delivered in hospitals.44 In 2006, one large community
survey, covering approximately 3000 IDPs of eastern Burma, showed that only 5.1% of
births were attended by skilled personnel45; Burma’s equivalent national figure, published
in 2001, is 57%.

Women hiding in the jungles of Eastern Burma due to armed conflict have had to deliver
in the forest: “Some pregnant women have to give birth in the forest where there’s no bed, no
mat or no chair to sit on, no hot water to warm their bodies and no shelter to sleep in. In some
cases, the husbands are busy working to get food, and their children are too small to look after
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their mother. It’s very difficult for them.” Saw Gi--- (male, 45), Ze--- village, Lu Thaw Township
(December 2009)46

Other indicators of access to basic services were also low for IDP women: fewer than 40%
had any antenatal care visits, only 21.9% were tested for malaria during pregnancy, 11.8%
received iron or folate supplementation, and 4.1% received de-worming treatment. In one
baseline survey in 2008, only 15.6% of pregnant women received one dose of tetanus, and
2% received 2 doses47. These populations remain at risk of neonatal tetanus but lie beyond
consideration of any neonatal tetanus eradication programme, despite the country’s recent
confirmation of being neonatal and maternal tetanus free.

Similarly, the unmet need for contraception in IDP communities of eastern Burma was high,
61%; Burma'’s national-level equivalent in 2009 was 19.1%. This inability to control fertility
can be fatal for women and children, especially given the high prevalence of malaria - 36.7%
of pregnant IDP women tested positive for Plasmodium falciparum malaria, the
most dangerous type.48 Malnutrition rates in IDP women are also high, increasing the
risks of poor pregnancy outcomes for mothers and their children. Up to 18% of women of
reproductive age women were malnourished, increasing the risk of delivering infants with
low birth rate and neonatal mortality. 49

In a similar respect to children, the lack of access to basic health services for pregnant women
is compounded by human rights abuses, increasing the risk of poor health outcomes of
the neonates and infants. In particular, forced relocation was associated with increased
odds of maternal anemia, and lack of family planning, malaria screening, and antenatal care
in pregnant women.50

Yet despite the severity of the humanitarian crisis in eastern Burma, international aid to
most of these communities is blocked by the State party, forcing them to rely solely on
community-based organizations (CBOs), frequently operating across borders to implement
basic health programs. Multi-ethnic programs serving IDP communities across eastern
Burma have demonstrated that such community-driven initiatives are able to improve
access to basic preventative and curative health interventions, particularly of mothers and
children.51 In addition, such initiatives have been able to document, report, and control
outbreaks of childhood, vaccine-preventable diseases and emerging health priorities, such
as influenza, where the State party has been unable or unwilling to do so, posing a threat to
the country’s neighbors.52

Despite assertions in the State CRC report that “Child Health, including newborn care,
has been accorded priority aiming at reducing maternal, newborn, infant and children
morbidity and the Ministry of Health has put emphasis on achieving the MDGs by 2015 with
its own available resources”®3, the realities of the health situation, render it unlikely that
Burma will meet its MDG indicator targets for 2015, particularly with regard to reducing
child deaths and improving maternal health, in many ethnic and displaced communities
of the country. Ample available data suggests that, without a cessation of human rights
violations committed with impunity against ethnic civilians, the health catastrophe
befalling women and children of eastern Burma will continue, particularly given that
international humanitarian assistance remains blocked by the regime.>4
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Denial of the right to health for children in prisons

Another group of children atrisk of ill-treatment and the denial of the right to adequate health
care are infants and young children who are in prison with their mothers. The protection of a
child’s wellbeing and development is clearly challenged when their parent, or in some cases
both parents, are deprived of liberty. However, children living in prison with their parents are
not prisoners and should not be treated as such. In Burma, detention facilities seldom
provide the necessary conditions to protect children and ensure their wellbeing. Babies
born in prison and children who accompany their parents during incarceration are denied
adequate health care, nutritious food and their mothers are often denied assistance during
childbirth. Such deprivation often results in the deaths of babies and children inside Burma’s
prisons. Former political prisoner, Myat Mo Mo Tun, recalls, “Because of the malnutrition and
the lack of proper healthcare, many children died in prison. When a female warden left the
women’s ward carrying a big plastic bag, we understood a child was also dead.”>5

All women have the right to access antenatal care in pregnancy, skilled care during
childbirth, and care in the subsequent weeks to ensure the safe delivery of the
baby and prevent any complications, as secured in Art. 24 of CRC. Women who are
arrested while pregnant and forced to give birth in prison find their lives and the lives
of their newborn babies at risk. In many cases authorities refuse to send skilled health
professionals, leaving the mother to rely solely on her cellmates for assistance. CRFB
member, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners - Burma (AAPP), reports that
in the case of political prisoner, Daw Khin San New, who suffered complications
during childbirth, the denial of medical assistance resulted in infertility: “It was so difficult
for me to give birth so I asked for Dr. Toe Toe Tin and Dr. Aye Aye Cho of the NLD, who were in
my ward also, to give me a hand. But they were not allowed to come to me. I had to give
birth with only a female prisoner in charge of my ward and a girl called Mi Lone. Mi Lone
pushed my belly extremely hard to give birth, which is why I am barren.”56

Reports from political prisoners incarcerated in Moulmein Prison, in Mon State, between
1999 and 2009, reveal that women who gave birth during this period were denied medical
assistance during childbirth, which coupled with dire prison conditions led to the deaths
of babies and children inside the prison. The exact number of child deaths is unknown;
however, between 1999 and 2002, a former political prisoner witnessed the death of at
least six babies. The main reason for their deaths was malnutrition often brought about
because their mothers received inadequate food and were unable to breastfeed. Cho
Mar Htwe, who was detained in Moulmein prison between 1999 and 2009, provides an
example: At 2pm one afternoon a baby boy, aged just six months old, started convulsing.
We tried to contact the doctor and I said I would pay the fee. I told the prison guards it was
their responsibility to take care of the baby. At 3pm the baby died. The doctor did not come
until after the baby had died.”57

The conditions documented in Moulmein prison are reflective of the situation in all
prisons in Burma. AAPP can confirm that malnutrition, poor sanitation and the denial of
adequate healthcare are a serious problem throughout the prison system, posing a major
health risk.58

The absence of proper postnatal care leaves women with little resources with which
to care for their babies. Burma’s Jail Manual states that all children are entitled to two
baths per day; however, prisoners are not allocated additional water for their children and
must share their meager ration with their children. Female political prisoners were not
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provided with nappies; forcing them to resort to using their tameins (women’s sarongs).
Others were denied adequate water to bathe their child and wash their clothes and nappies,
as former political prisoner, Daw Yuu Yuu Hlain describes, “We were entitled to four or
three small cups of the water for having a bath. It was not enough even to have a bath.
I needed some more water for washing my child’s nappy and clothes. I used bathwater for
washing my child clothes. One day, I was abused badly by the jailer because I was washing my
child’s nappies in this water” 59

In Burma’s prisons, the absence of everyday stimuli and educational material hampers
children’s social and emotional development. Often, children held inside Burma'’s prisons
are unable to read and write and have very little knowledge of the world outside of
prison, as evidenced in the following quotes from former political prisoners: “I worried
about the children’s development. They were mentally tortured. Sometimes prison guards
brought their children into the prison. The comparison between them and prison
children, in regards to their knowledge and physical development, was shocking” 60
Former political prisoner, Myat Mo Mo Tun, reflects “Children who lived in prison with their
mothers knew nothing about the world. Sometimes we met children who did not know what
dogs were. They were the children who did not know what a motorcar was, and didn’t know
people outside of the wall were free”. 61

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Significantly increase expenditure on health, particularly in the areas of women
and children’s health.

2. Immediately cease violations of human rights and international law, which are the
primary drivers of involuntary, large-scale population migration, food insecurity, loss
of livelihoods, and lack of access to basic medical services. Those responsible for such
violations, including civilian authorities and the military, must be held accountable
for such abuses.

3. Develop a health system that is inclusive, transparent, effective, and equitably
distributed to “ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development
of the child,” and which aims to make medical treatment and preventative care
available to all children in Burma, including the most marginalized, such as displaced

populations, ethnic nationalities, and religious minorities).
4. Rescind excessive limitations on the provision of humanitarian assistance to the

peoples ofBurma, limitations such as those embodied in the “Guidelines for UN
Agencies, International Organizations and NGOs/INGOs on Cooperation Programme
in Myanmar,” which further denies access to basic social services to Burma’s most

vulnerable populations.
5. Lift restrictions on the independent collection, analysis, and dissemination of data,

includinghealth-related data essential for programming and the provision of
appropriate services in the most cost-effective manner to the children of Burma.

6. Mobilize and utilize all available resources to promote health care along Burma'’s
borders, where some of the highest rates of infant, child, and maternal deaths occur,
particularly as a consequence of preventable infectious diseases.

7. Support the work of community, often ethnic-based, organizations who are often
the sole providers of accessible health services in the area, and expand
cooperation with neighbouring countries such as Thailand to maximize access
to basic health services for mobile populations, particularly services addressing

diseases of national concern such as malaria, tuberculosis, and HIV/AIDS.
8. Cease harassment of community members striving to address humanitarian
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disasters occurring in their own communities, and release all community and
humanitarian workers and volunteers currently detained in prison.

9. Ensure enough funding for the prison budget to ensure conditions consistent
with international standards. Funding should be allocated for facility renovation,

upgrading water and sanitation facilities, adequate food and adequate health services.
10. Develop gender-specific detention standards to meet the health needs of

women and children; and refrain from detaining women who are pregnant or
nursing infants, unless access to antenatal, natal and post natal services for women
prisoners are guaranteed.

Article 28 - Right to education®?

Access to free and compulsory primary schooling is guaranteed under the CRC. It is also
provided for under Burma’s domestic law63 and under the 2008 Constitution.64 However,
many young people in Burma are denied access to quality education; and others have
no access to education at all. The low level of State expenditure for education, 1.3% of its
budget, reflects the low priority placed on education by the State. The level of spending on
education remains one of the lowest in the world and represents less than US$1 per person,
per year.65  As a consequence students and their parents must supplement a broad
range of costs, including teacher salaries, books and other school supplies, maintenance
of school facilities and intermittent ‘donations’ for festivals and ceremonies organised by
local authorities. CRFB findings indicate significant barriers to accessible and free
schooling violating children’s rights to education. According to Save the Children 80% of
children aged five through nine enrol in primary school, but more than half fail to complete
their schooling.66 While all of Burma’s citizens are affected by the regime’s neglect of the
school system, ethnic groups face additional discrimination due to religious and/or ethnic
prejudices, in violation of not only article 28 of the CRC but also the guiding principle of
non-discrimination (art. 2 of the CRC).

The State party has developed a 30 year education development plan that incorporates
the vision of creating “an education system that will generate a learning society capable
of facing the challenges of the Knowledge Age,” as well as a more detailed plan, the
Education for All: National Plan of Action (2003-2015).67 However, neither suffice as
adequate planning frameworks and they do not have accompanying budgets. Research by
the UN Special Rapporteur for the human rights situation in Myanmar found that there is no
overall education budget and finances are fragmented, with 13 ministries running education
institutes. The Committee on the Rights of the Child found that there was a lack of reliable
data, particularly data disaggregated by gender, age, and urban and rural area in regards
to education and recommended the Government remedy this gap. Finding reliable and
comprehensive data on education in Burma remains difficult. The lack of data, asserts the
Special Rapporteur, “reduces the capacity of the Ministry of Education to manage its
responsibilities in ensuring the right to education”.68

The State party’s claim of “energetically” carrying out “education development” in order to
“narrow the gap between hilly regions and lowlands and between rural and urban areas”69
stands in stark contrast to reports received by CRFB member organizations from villagers
living in these regions. Villagers living in areas of eastern Burma under consolidated
military control have frequently refuted the assertion that the authorities fund the
construction and operation of schools and have improved access to educational facilities
for rural children. Instead, gross under-funding of education and impoverishment of
the civilian population through regular demands for labour, money, food and supplies,

68



and pervasive restrictions on travel, trade and livelihood, constrict access to education
by undermining family income levels and driving children into the workforce.

The State party systematically undermines the education system in eastern Burma and other
areas by limiting resources, reducing expenditure and strictly censoring the curriculum, as
highlighted ina 2008 report by the Karen Human Rights Group, drawing on over 160
interviews with local children, their families and communities.”0

A father from Papun District, Karen state, explains: The villagers had to pay the teacher’s
salary. We paid her 60,000 kyat [US $54] per year. The students who attended the government
school had to buy the books, pens and other things by themselves. [ sent my three children to
attend the government school. I think that for my three children I have already spent 30,000
kyat [US $27]" Saw N---, N--- village, Papun District (November, 2007).71 Similar issues are
experienced in other ethnic areas. The Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO), a CRFB
member, reported that in Thantlang Township, Chin State, high and arbitrarily-set
admission fees have prevented many school students from enrolling. Beginning from
the 2006-2007 academic calendar year, the Township Education Officer had imposed
an admission fee of 3500 kyat for each high school student, 3000 Kyat for middle school
student and 2000 Kyat for primary level students. When added with the costs of school
uniforms and books, each student spent about 20,000 kyat (20 USD) per year.72

Inadequate teacher salaries

Teachers are drastically underpaid, and are sometimes not paid at all. In Chin State, the
monthly salary for a high school headmaster is between 64,000 - 80,000 kyat (64 - 80 USD),
depending on length of service; for high school teachers is between 59,000 - 64,000 kyat (59-
64 USD); for middle school teachers 53,000 - 59,000 kyat (53-59 USD); and for primary
school teachers 47,000 - 53,000 kyat (47-53 USD) respectively. The Township Education
Officer, in charge of the education department in a township, earns 100,000 kyat per month
(100 USD). In comparison, one 50kg sack of rice costs as much as 35,000 kyat in the state
capital Hakha, which denotes that salaries are too low for many teachers to purchase basic
food.73 To help meet teachers’ basic needs, some schools resort to collecting compulsory
extra fees from students for additional classes after normal school hours. Students report
that important aspects of the curriculum are usually only taught in these after-school
classes. In a high school at Rih sub-town of Falam Township, Chin State, for example,
each student was required to pay 2000 kyat per month beginning in the 2008-2009
academic year.74

Meagre salaries mean many teachers must work two or three jobs just to make
ends meet; therefore time spent in the classroom or preparing for lessons is limited, as the
following example illustrates: I came from a village in Mon State. My mother was a Primary
School teacher. Every day, after I came back from school I had to help my mother to make
hand-made snacks to sell at school. At school, like my mother, all teachers had to sell snacks.
They also asked the students to sell them for them. Some teachers went round the school
class after class during the lunch-break. Students got one kyat as commission for every 10 kyat
gained from sales,” Interview with a Mon woman, aged 24, in August 2008.

The current education system and low teacher salaries have encouraged corruption among
educational staff. Students can obtain good marks by giving bribes to teachers, while the
children of State authorities and members of the state-sponsored association, the Union
Solidarity and Development Association, get good marks for free. Students graduate without
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any understanding of their courses, having used bribery to gain their grades.”>

A shortage of schools and understaffing are major impediments to the access of quality
education inrural and border areas. In many areas in Chin State, one school is shared by
up to four or five villages. According to 2008 figures from the State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC), there are

109,334 students in Chin State, making up a fifth of the total population of 533,047 in the
state. The same statistics show that there are 4,777 teaching staff in Chin State. This
means that in theory there is an average of one teacher for every 22 students. However,
this is generally not the case especially in rural areas where up to 200 students share a
single teacher. In many areas, one school is shared by up to four to five villages in the area.”6

There are only 49 high schools in Chin State and no higher learning institution such as a
college or university, contrary to the State party’s claim in its submission to the Universal
Periodic Review process that “at least 1 Arts and Science University, 1 Computer
University and 1 Technical University are established in 14 states/divisions.”77 High
school graduates must continue their higher education outside of Chin State, an added
barrier to educational access for Chin students, as well as, a financial burden for parents
with one or more students studying in colleges or universities.

Armed conflictand education

A number of ongoing armed conflicts, mainly in ethnic rural areas, have had a devastating
effect on the education of young children. In addition to endemic poverty, many families
are forced to relocate in order to avoid persecution and attacks by the armed forces of the
State party. Forced displacement and relocation disrupt the schooling opportunities of
children in these areas. In a number of villages, there simply is no school and parents
cannot afford to send their children to other areas to study. School materials have to be left
behind when villagers flee military attacks and

students must then try to continue their studies in the jungle. Children studying in
makeshift schools in the jungle face numerous impediments to quality education. There
are no educational aids, books or shelter. They practice writing on the ground or on
cliff faces. A 13 year old from eastern Bago Division, describes his experience in 2008: “I
studied in the village for two years and then I had to flee into the forest. I couldn’t continue
my studies in my village school..Then we fled further and further until we reached B...the
SPDC came again and we had to flee to Gk---. When I lived in B--- we had a school and I could
go to school but we could only study for one month [at a time] and [then] we fled. We stayed
about a month in Gk--- ... but we had no books and we had to write on wild banana leaves”.78

A 15 year old girl from a conflict area of Karen State, describes the impact of armed conflict
on her education: “When I was in grade seven, while we were taking our mid-term exam we
heard the sound of mortar explosions, so we had to try to concentrate while listening to
the explgsions. Once we finished the exam we fled out of our village immediately.” (December
2009)7

In carrying out the destruction of villages for the purpose of eradicating civilian presence
in areas which it does not fully control, Tatmadaw personnel have burnt schools to the
ground alongside houses, churches, food stores and agricultural crops. The UN Special
Rapporteur, recently noted, “The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, for
instance, defines intentional attacks against civilian objects, including schools, as a war
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crime (art. 8,para. 2 (b)(ii)). There is evidence that schools were attacked during the many
years of systematic destruction of entire villages by the military carrying out its “four cuts”
policy” He suggests “[t]he attacks against schools would be an additional subject in pursuing
truth, justice and accountability “80

In 2010, 13 schools81 located in Kyauk Kyi Township, in eastern Bago Division were burned
by the Tatmadaw, according to documentation by the Karen Youth Organisation (KYO).
At least 500 students attended these schools and were consequently been deprived of
educational facilities and materials. Students in the same area also reported to KYO missing
out on school and exams for fear of being shot by the Tatmadaw, as has happened in the past,
after Tatmadaw authorities ordered people not to use designated local roads. The soldiers
stated that anyone caught on, or crossing, these roads would be shot. The roads were
an important route to school for children in rural communities with no school of their
own, and many children stayed home from school as a result of the movement restrictions.

Since November 2010, KHRG has documented widespread disruption to children’s education
across eastern Dooplaya and Pa’an districts, Karen State, amid escalation of conflict
between the Tatmadaw and Karen armed groups.82 According to three community-
based education organizations contacted by KHRG, there are a total of 24 schools in areas of
Kawkareik Township affected by ongoing conflict. As of January 17th 2011, at least 18 of
these schools had been closed, and those that continued to operate were doing so with
only 50% of their students. The CBOs estimated that at least 3,700 students had been
affected by these closures. Displaced villagers, meanwhile, have reported struggles to
address disruptions to their children’s education. While some families have been able to
send their children to other nearby schools that remain open,83 or set up ad hoc schools
run at unofficial refuge sites in Thailand,84 these solutions are not sufficient to address the
educational needs of the large number of children displaced by the conflict. The result is
that children hiding with their families have faced particular obstacles in accessing education
and preventing interruptions to their schooling.

Education for girls

Owing to prevalent gender attitudes, sons’ education is prioritized over daughters’, and girls
commonly leave school to help support their families, or do part time jobs while studying.
The high cost of education increases this predicament. School girls also face the personal risk
of sexual and gender based violence, including by Tatmadaw troops, due to the necessity of
traveling dangerous routes to get to school (see sexual violence section for a case example).
According to the Women'’s League of Burma (WLB), there is on average only one school for
every 25villagesinethnic areas, sothe nearest school may be at least half an hour’s walk from
the village85 , which results in some families taking their daughters out of school for fear of
this danger. A 2008 KHRG report noted that “Girls have traditionally been expected to take
on household occupations less dependent on high levels of formal education,” suggesting
that limited opportunities for financial or personal development beyond traditional agrarian
livelihoods in militarised rural areas sustained some communities’ scepticism about the
usefulness of education for girls, as well as boys.86

Discrimination ineducation
In Burma it is not legal to teach in any language other than Burmese. Article 30 of the CRC87

and the principle of non-discrimination (art. 2) protect minority groups from discrimination
in education. The CRC Committee has emphasized in its General Comment No.1 that
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Article 29.1 “cannot be properly understood in isolation” from a number of provisions in
the CRC, including specifically “the linguistic and cultural rights of children belonging
to minority groups (art30).’88 Many students speak an ethnic minority language
as their mother tongue the prohibition of bilingual education poses a barrier to early
learning as children must become literate in a new language before they are literate in their
mother tongue.89 Students in Chin State also suffer from religious persecution from the
authorities, while in Arakan State, ethnic Rohingya children face discrimination on account
of being denied the right to citizenship, as they are not recognized as citizens by the state.

The State party has openly used State resources to promote Buddhism through the
Ministry for Development of Border Areas and National Races and Municipal Affairs. In
southern Chin State’s Kanpalet Township the ministry is running a school (Border Areas
Ethnic Youth Development Training School), which is separate from the regular public
school system. Students wishing to attend the school are required to convert to Buddhism
and are accorded free school fees, uniforms and monthly rations. Since July 2010, U Hung
Om head of the Na-Ta-La school, has been telling young people [high school male
students] to change what's written on their identity card from Christian to Buddhism.
If they change their religion on their ID card they get a school uniform for free, a monthly
rice and lentil ration.90

Students who convert are sent to the school and then as soon as they graduate they are given
a position with the local authorities; “If you carry an ID card that says you are a Christian,
it’s very difficult to get a job. Even though the Buddhist and Christian populations are more or
less equal in number in our area, they are getting these positions and will dominate all the
positions of power in our area. Therefore we will face increasing discrimination”. 91

According to an expert from Arakan Project, Rohingya children in Arakan state face severe
discrimination in their right to access education due to their status as non-citizens. One of the
key issues is lack of access to education due to restrictions on the right to movement.
The only university is in Sittwe and most Rohingya students, even after being admitted to
the university, do not receive travel authorisation to go to Sittwe. Consequently, very
few high school students managed to continue their studies. Non-citizens are barred from
State employment and, since there are few other available jobs for educated people, they
have little prospects for a job in the future. Non-citizens are also not allowed to study
certain subjects such as medicine. At the village level, primary and secondary education
are accessible within North Arakan state but these services are very neglected. Rohingya
are barred from working in the civil service, and consequently Rohingya cannot work as
State teachers. Schools lack qualified teachers and Rakhine teachers are often not interested
in teaching Rohingya children. Illiteracy is very high also due to widespread poverty as
children have to work to support their families or to do forced labour.

Human Rights Education

Burma’s commitment to human rights education is rooted in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR), as well as CRC, which stipulates that Burma must ensure that
education is directed at “the development of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, and for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations”. Despite
these commitments, Burma’s successive military regimes have failed to include human
rights education in the schooling system.92
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Not only have they failed to incorporate Human Rights Education (HRE) in schools, they
have also introduced laws that severely limit others from engaging in activities that raise
awareness about human rights. These legal prohibitions include the Printers and
Publishers Registration Law, the Emergency Provisions Act, and the Unlawful Association
Act (Civil and Political Rights section for more information). Individuals and organisations
are punished for carrying out human rights education and engaging with the international
human rights mechanisms.93 Thirty-one members of the Human Rights Defenders and
Promoters (HRDP) network are in prison, two of are serving life sentences.94 Such lengthy
sentences reflect the SPDC’s anxiety surrounding the promotion of human rights.

If authorities discover that people are coming together for a human rights activity they may
cancel it before it happens or raid the venue where it is being held. The authorities banned a
2009 event celebrating human rights day in Pyay, a town in Pegu Division north of Rangoon
(Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, 2010). To avoid these restrictions, human

rights educators need to organize trainings at safe places, such as monasteries and churches.
95

The lack of human rights resources and teaching materials is another significant barrier
to the right to HRE. In September 2008, human rights educators facilitated a series of
workshops with youth leaders in Rangoon Division. Security was not the main challenge
reported; rather the trainers suffered from a lack of human rights resources.96 The
UDHR is translated into Burmese on the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights website, but this is one of the only human rights educational resources available in
the Burmese language inside Burma. The fact that it is online makes it inaccessible to the
vast majority of the population. Human rights educators inside Burma are afraid to keep
documents relating to human rights in their personal libraries or on their computers,
as these documents could be used against them. Authorities may confiscate materials and
accuse them of trying to destabilize or weaken the state. Educators are further restrained
because of restrictive printing laws that forbid making photocopies about human
rights. As a result, they have to rely on oral transmission of knowledge and people’s
memories.97

The few teaching materials that have been produced by the authorities do not actually
directly refer to human rights. They use the problematic language of ‘human opportunities.
Starting in 2004 the

SPDC included lessons about ‘human opportunities’ in the eighth and ninth standards
curriculum, but according to an analysis by HREIB, these lessons are not consistent
with international standards for HRE. Instead, the lessons are packed with SPDC
political biases and propaganda. HREIB’s analysis reveals that the lessons are also very
selective, only teaching about some articles in the UDHR; this selectivity contradicts
the fundamental principle that human rights are indivisible.98 In addition to these
legal and infrastructural obstacles to conducing HRE in rural and remote areas, a major
challenge reported by human rights educators is poverty and literacy. UNICEF maintains
that the literacy rate in Burma hovers around 90 per cent. This figure is misleading
though, because the rate fluctuates greatly in rural areas where it can be as low as 10
per cent.99 The same teaching methods, therefore, cannot be used across all communities
in Burma.
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The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Significantly increase funding for education, and improve the efficiency and equity
of that funding to ensure better availability and accessibility of schools for all
children and to deliver truly free compulsory primary education for all throughout
the country;

2. Provide affordable higher education and universities in all States and Regions.

3. End the discrimination in policy and in practice against ethnic children including

Arakhan, Chin, Karen, Karenni, Kachin, Mon, Shan and Rohingya children.
4. Revise the language-instruction policy to reflect international standards regarding

cultural rights of minorities and indigenous peoples, including by lifting the ban on

teaching ethnic languages and the use of ethnic languages in schools.

Increase special services and opportunities for children with disabilities.

. Allow CBOs to conduct human rights education free from restrictions and harassment
and grant genuine independence to the National Human Rights Committee of Myanmar
in accordance with the Paris Principles.

o wu

100
ARTICLE 32—-CHILD LABOUR

The problem of child labour in Burma is widespread and pervasive. It is difficult to
accurately assess the exact number of working children in Burma. The State party does
not provide data on this and the ILO does not have a mandate to investigate the overall
problem in Burma. The ILO, however, does monitor the use of forced labour in the
country, which includes children. The definition of ‘underage’ with regards to labour
under Burmese law varies depending on the industry. Children under 15 are not to be
employed in factories at night, whereas 15 to 18-year-olds can. The same applies under the
Oilfield (Labour and Welfare) Act. 307. Legal provisions of the Shops and Establishments
Act, 1951 are as follows: “Section 8(1) No young person who has not attained the age
of 13 years shall be required or permitted to work in any shop, commercial establishment
or establishment for public entertainment. Under section 65(a) of Burma’s Child Law,
children are prohibited from working in environments which are “hazardous to the life of
the child or which may cause disease to the child or which are harmful to the child’s moral
character”. In reality, these laws are not implemented and as a consequence the state
fails to meet its obligations under CRC to protect children from work that is dangerous,
exploitative or might harm their health or their education (Art.32).

In the State report, the State party does acknowledge that children are in work, “As
in other societies, children in Myanmar usually take part in their family household business
although the types of work and their roles may differ, such as cleaning, cooking, baby sitting,
helping at farms and contributing in family businesses. By participating in family house-hold
business, they learn various skills and sense of responsibility and dignity of work...There has
a difference between child workers and such the above children.” The picture painted above is
a far cry from the reality of the working environment that children face in Burma. The State
party also fails to acknowledge and address the reason children are driven into fulltime
employment -to ensure their own and their families’ survival.

Poverty at the family and community level has seriously affected the childhood, education,
physical growth and psychological wellbeing of children. Children are sent or permitted
to work by their parents, engaging in farming, factory work, construction, service industry
labour, domestic work; others end up as beggars on the streets, at teashops, and bus
and railway stations. This situation has heightened children’s vulnerability to exploitation,
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including sexual exploitation and abuse, trafficking, forced labour, and recruitment into the
armed forces, in contravention of Burma’s obligations under the following CRC Articles: 36,
34, 35 and 38.101

A number of factors have led to families sending their children to work. Reports from
CHRO indicate that willful neglect on the part of the State to meet its obligations to tackle
poverty, provide free education, and food relief to those affected by the food crisis, is
a primary cause of child labour.102

In Mon State, children are also sent to work to contribute to family incomes, as the
following example illustrates: a young girl, Ma Larn Zar Me, works collecting bottles for
recycling to supplement her family’s income. Her parents, like many villagers in southern
Burma, do not have steady jobs and instead rely on sporadic labour positions to cover
their daily expenses. She describes her experience, “Everyday my sister and I search for
water bottles under the overpass, in the streets, and in our neighbour’s yards. We usually earn
400 or 300 kyat a day and then we are so happy because we can buy rice for our family” Her
little sister explains further, “When we have free time my sister and I go to school and we sit
in front of the school and look at it. I would like to attend like other children, but my mother
won't let us because she doesn’t have enough money to cover the costs. She just tells us to
work and get more money.”103

Ma Larn Zar Me and her sister are not alone in their plight. WCRP asked several people from
Mon state to estimate the number of children they see daily searching the streets for water
bottles, but sources said there were too many to keep count. Documentation by WCRP
of 44 cases of child labour in Mon State, found children often partake in dangerous and
physically exhausting work when compared with their age and physical structure, including
in rice-fields, rubber plantations, charcoal burning factories, brick-making factories, the
armed forces and brothels. Families are increasingly dependent on the income of their
children, as a mother explains, “We want to send our children to school, but we cannot make
enough money to support them. My daughter is in standard 9. She wants to be an engineer
in the future, but now she has to work in a shoe factory. She cannot continue her education
without our [financial] support. We feel very upset for that”.104

According to a field reporter from southern Burma, “I see more child workers than before
in Mon state. Some children collect plastic and some go to farms and clean with their parents.
Some work in Tea shops and factories, while others sell water at bus stations and vegetables
in the market.”

Use of child labour is frequently related to economic exploitation. Since employers have to
pay less to children and their labour contribution is not much different to adults, many
children are hired. Children report working the same long hours as adults and many of
them have to work 10 hours a day. Child labourers have to carry heavy loads. Therefore,
both the nature of work and the working hours can be considered as ‘worst forms of
labour’ used by employers, parents and State authorities.

Forced Labour

In Burma the use of forced labour continues to be widespread and systematic. Local people
are not compensated for their work, and face retribution including the threat of physical
violence and financial penalties if they refuse to perform the work. Children are not exempt
from demands for forced labour. In Chin State since 2006 more than 70 incidents of
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forced labour have been documented by CHRO, some involving orders to 40 villages at
a time.105  In February and March 2010, Chin human rights fieldworkers surveyed
621 households in Chin State as part of a Physicians for Human Rights study, and
found that Burmese authorities forced 91.9% of families to porter military supplies, sweep
for landmines, be servants, build roads, and do other hard labor across Chin State in the
twelve months prior to the survey. Nine out of ten men and women interviewed recounted
at least one episode of an adult or child being subjected to forced labor, corroborating
previous documentation106 of this widespread abuse, which according to ILO under
certain circumstances may amount to a crime against humanity.107

In late 2006 and 2007, children under the age of 18 were among people from 16 different
villages in the Cikha township area in Chin State were forced to work on repairing the road
between Cikha and Tonzang towns, under orders from State Peace and Development
Council Tactical 1 Commander Colonel Tin Hla based in Hakha, the capital of Chin State.108

In late 2008, students studying at a State high school in Rih sub-town, Chin State, were
regularly forced to fence an army camp or work at State-run jatropha (an inedible biofuel
crop) plantations. Students were made to participate every weekend. In 2009, the school
administration and teachers from Chin State’s Kanpalet Township compelled primary and
middle school children - most of who were under the age of 12 - to work picking and gathering
wild orchid buds from the forests for as many as three days a week. The wild orchid buds
were stored in one of the school buildings and then sold by the teachers to their business
contacts in Mandalay in central Burma.109 110

WCRP found the use of children in forced labor to be widespread and systematic throughout
Mon State, with most children over the age of ten and some even younger having
experienced forced labor.111 Nearly all villagers surveyed by WCRP have been forced to
work for the military on at least one occasion and often multiple times. Often there is no
alternative for a family but to send one of their children, as the adults must work their
regular job in order to buy food for their family. WCRP interviewed children who were forced
to work on state sanctioned projects under harsh conditions and without pay including the
building of army barracks, police stations, roads and state schools, clearing land, breaking
and carrying rocks and many other tasks. “Special” projects often require the entire
village to work. Wealthier families sometimes bribe officials and gain exemptions, but for
the vast majority of villagers, there is no choice but to send a family member to work.112

In Mon state Tatmadaw soldiers also order the village militia to provide security from attacks
especially when the SPDC is based in the village or during a period of heightened
conflict. In addition to the establishment of village militias in Ye and Ye Phyu Township,
the SPDC also uses a rotational system to form a guard force made up of villagers. Up to 12
people are used per night in some villages. Children are not exempt from this work. A
15 year old interviewed by WCRP, explains, “I did this many times, more times than I can
count that I stood guard. I do not remember how many times. I performed these duties until
February 2009 when my family and I fled to the IDP area where we live now”.113

During field research in May to August 2010 found WCRP found that 25 children were
recruited to be village guards and two children were recruited to be porters.114 In one
village surveyed by WCRP 15 out of 40 village security guards were children, some as
young as 12years-old. In 2009, in a Village in southern Ye Township, three children out
of 27 people were forced to work in the military barracks.115
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According to the WCRP’s finding, eight boys aged between 14 and 17 from —— Village,
Khawzar sub-township were forced to work at the police station. The boys started work
before 7am until 6pm digging ditches, making fences, and cutting wood and bamboo,
working for 36 days straight. All the boys were attending school and missed school
when they were working. They had to provide their own food, water, and tools.116

Portering for the Tatmadaw

The Tatmadaw frequently orders local villagers to serve as unpaid porters for them,
carrying weapons, ammunition, supplies and heavy army packs from village to village.
Village leaders are often forced to implement the orders given by the Tatmadaw against
their will, by ensuring that each household provides a porter, under threat of severe
punishment if they fail to comply. If there are not enough adults available for portering
- for example, if some are away working on their farms - children are sometimes taken
instead.

Children as young as 10 are reportedly forced to work as porters for the Burmese
military and ethnic minority Karen troops. Of a group of 95 Burmese refugees, documented
by Radio Free Asia, there were 39 children. According to one girl, age 16, she had had to
carry dozens of cans of rice in a basket on her back for five days at a stretch and was only
given rice with salt and chili peppers to eat. “When it rained we had to sleep under trees,
so we would get completely wet from the rain.”117 Children too small to porter would
accompany their parents. Parents said they had no choice but to bring their children, as the
only people left behind in their villages were the elderly or those too disabled to look after
anyone but themselves. One woman carrying her three-year-old son in a sling in front of
her demonstrated how she had to carry artillery shells in a basket on her back at the
same time. If her child cried, she was told to put her hand over his face to silence him or face
areprimand from the soldiers. She said she had had to carry the shells for four days at a time
and was allowed to stop and rest only two or three times a day. 118

According to Aung Naing, 16 years, troops from Tatmadaw LIB #32 seized him and
four other young people near Three Pagodas Pass during a troop exchange in August 2010.
He was taken from the yard of his home when his parents were out, “they made me carry
mines, mortar shells and a radio transmitter...They didn’t give me any food for two days.
I only had water to drink. All I could do was try to get some sleep at night. Without food, I
became more and more tired. I could barely lift my feet to walk, but if I sat down, they beat me.
They forced me to walk on the frontline” 119

In Chin State, in 2006, Captain Bo Ne Lin of LIB 140 based at Leisen in Matupi Township
regularly used villagers to porter army supplies. In November, two young boys were
taken for portering. They had to carry heavy loads of army supplies between Leisen and
Boili villages. Even though the two villages were half a day’s journey on foot, it took the
whole day for the porters to walk with their heavy loads.120 [n late 2010, soldiers from
LIB 226 and 229 based at Darkhai army camp, Tonzang township, came to Darkhai village
school almost every day to take high school students to work at the army camp, and also to
carry their backpacks and guns for them. Three students were taken each time.121

Recent fieldwork conducted by WCRP documents the use of children as porters by
Tatmadaw troops in Ah-zin village tract, Kyaik-don sub-township, Kawkareik Township,
Karen State on 20 February 2011. 14 villagers including 4 children were arrested by Infantry
Battalion No. 32, led by Captain Nyunt Win, to serve as porters for the battalion. A father,
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whose daughter was arrested, explains: “On February 20th, 2011, the Maekatee advance
unit Cap. Nyunt Win came to arrest everyone he saw in the Maekatee village to porter the
army’s supplies. My daughter was arrested to porter while she was going to pick some
vegetables to cook. It was in the morning that she was arrested. She is only 17 years old,
and I was so worried about her”122

Recent reports from CRFB member organizations and from the media reveal that the
Tatmadaw hasbeen using large numbers of convict porters in an ongoing military offensive
in Dooplaya District since November 2010. Escaped convict porters, interviewed by KHRG,
report serious human rights abuses occurring as standard practice, including: the use of
porters to sweep for landmines, deprivation of adequate food and medical assistance to
porters, beatings and the systemic extortion of civilians at every level of Burma's police,
judicial and prison infrastructure. Those interviewed include a 17 year old, who described
how on 29 December 2010 he was taken to be a porter, “they called out a list of names,
including prison numbers. People whose names were called had to go and it included me...
There were 30 porters from K--- prison... The police from K--- accompanied us. They sent
and accompanied us with military trucks”. He recalls the conditions of portering, “The soldiers
ordered us to clean and find landmines at the place where they were going to put their base.
For them, they could take a rest but for us, we couldn’t take a rest. We had to find [sweep
for] landmines.”123 Documentation by AAPP also reveals that convict porters, including
children, are subjected to severe abuse as evidenced in the following testimony: “three
porters from Pyae/Prome prison who couldn’t carry the soldiers’ stuff were cruelly killed in
front of me. Two of those three porters were stabbed and one was shot in Htee Thae Khee
village...I know two of those three porters, one was Chit Ko Ko (18 years old) and the other
one was Aung Thu Win (17 years old). 124

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Amend and strengthen implementation of labour laws for employers that use child
labour to enhance protection of children, and increase the number and quality of
labour inspectors

2. Amend and strengthen the implementation of labour laws to ensure the prosecution
of individuals making use of forced or other unlawful or exploitative forms of labour.

3. Mobilise all available resources to address the deep rooted socio-economic factors
that push children into the workforce.

4. Ratify the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention (International Labour Organization
Convention No. 182), which defines the forced or compulsory recruitment of children
for use in armed conflict as one of the worst forms of child labor.

5. Review and amend the employment laws to ensure compliance with CRC and
the ILO Convention No. 182 on Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999) and raise the legal
age of children in employment .

6. Allow the ILO regular and unfettered access to the entire country and increase the
number of ILO offices throughout the country, ensuring there is an ILO office in all
states and divisions and increase the number of staff to allow the ILO to effectively
fulfill its mandate.

7. Allow victims of forced labour to report violations to the ILO complaint

mechanism without harassment and/or punishment.
8. Immediately stop the use forced child labour in State sanctioned projects such

as road-construction, rubber plantations, tea plantations, jatropa plantations and

army camps and military operations.
9. Immediately stop the use of child porters during military operations in ethnic areas.
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Article 34125 and 35126 . Trafficking in Children

Ongoing political instability, armed conflict, human rights violations, increasing costs of
education, underemployment and deepening poverty have led to an increase in
forced migration. Furthermore, an increasing number of foreign and state and sanctioned
development projects are causing large scale displacement and loss of livelihood throughout
Burma. These factors lead many people to seek employment through both legal and illegal
means in neighboring countries, where along the way some become victims of trafficking.
The exploitation and trafficking of children continues in part because the State party fails
to combat the root causes of trafficking and because children and their families have few
mechanisms and channels to redress breaches and safely report abuses, particularly in
an environment of impunity.

The State party fails to undertake effective preventative, protective, and legislative
measures to ensure that children are not subject to exploitation and trafficking as stipulated
in Art. 34 and 35 CRC While Burma enacted the Combating of Trafficking in Persons
Act, created an Inter-Agency Task Force and developed a National Plan of Action to combat
trafficking, these mechanisms do not address the root causes of trafficking, Burma remains
a Tier 3 country, one of only 13 countries, on the US Department of State list that fails to
meet the US minimum standards in fighting the crime of human trafficking.127

The main trafficking destinations from Burma are Thailand, China, Malaysia, South Korea
and Macau for sexual exploitation, domestic servitude and forced labour128, Children
from Burma are particularly vulnerable to being trafficked into Thailand as forced street
hawkers and beggars, or to work in shops, agriculture, and small-scale industries. The main
exploitative sites in Thailand are Bangkok, Samut Sakhon, Mae Sai, and Mae Sot. In China,
women as young as fourteen are taken to border towns in Yunnan Province and as far as
Eastern China, where they are forced to marry Chinese men or work in the sex industry.

CRFB member organizations who document trafficking cases and work to assist
victims of trafficking have found an increase in trafficking since 2004.129 The Kachin
Women’s Association Thailand130 documented 133 cases of human trafficking in Kachin
State and Northern Shan State between 2004 and 2007. About a quarter of those trafficked
were under 18, with girls as young as 14 forced to be brides.

Of the confirmed trafficking cases to China from Kachin state abut 90% of the women
and girls were forced to be brides.131  Between the years 2008 - 2010, KWAT collected
150 accounts of trafficking. Of these cases, 30 % involved the trafficking of children in
Kachin State and Northern Shan State, including cases of new-born babies being trafficked.

KWAT documented a large number of children and young women who were trafficked
to China. Some of these children were told they would be provided with a legitimate job
and were deceived on arrival. Others were abducted from their families and sold by brokers.
According KWAT, most children disappeared during the trafficking process and their
families have had no contact with them since they left. Of the girls who do manage to get
back home a significant number report facing discrimination and lack of understanding
from their community.132

From 2004 to July 2009 WCRP compiled 40 separate incidents of trafficking, totaling 71
victims, of which 33 were children.133  The cases documented involved trafficking for the
purposes of sexual exploitation from 19 Townships in Mon State, Karen State, Tenasserim
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Division, Pegu Division, Rangoon Division and Mandalay Division. The cases documented
by KWAT and WCRP are in no way exhaustive and represent only a small percentage of
the total number of trafficking cases from Burma to it neighbouring countries.

In interviews conducted by WCRP an alarming trend was the violent sexual abuse that
women and children were subjected to during the trafficking process as well as upon
arrival at the destination. In an incident four women from Rangoon Division, including a
17 year old were raped; “Four days ago we were gang raped by a group that came in while
Ko Sai was away from home. Seven people came to our house with a car and caught us. After
that they gagged us, tied our hands, and violently raped me and my friend. I think they raped
me almost 6 times. 134

In another case a 12-year-old Burmese migrant child was gang raped by five Thai men
posing as police in Minburi Sub-district, Bangkok. The child’s aunt relays her experience,
“during the rape she nearly lost conscious because of pain. After they raped her, they left both

children on the roadside with 100 baht to get a ride back home. The girl was so terrified she
couldn’t speak.” 135

Also evident in the interviews is the contrast between the work promised, such as paid
factory and domestic work, with the reality; illegal sex work and other exploitive and
forced labor. A 17 year old from Thaketa Township, Rangoon Division explains: “At first, I
did not realize that I had been sold to work at brothel because a broker said we would get
a job at a factory. However, after a few days the owner U San Yuu forced us to work for him
as a sex worker and he told us to work until we paid off that debt.”136

Children are also trafficked within Burma to work in the service industry, as evidenced in
this case, whereby a trafficker sold five boys, age 10 - 14 years from Mandalay to a
restaurant in Moulmein City, Mon State. After the boys worked for a month, they asked for
their salary from the employer and the employer said that, because they were sold by
the trafficker for 100,000 kyat each, they would have to work for one year until their debt
was paid off.137

Children without parents or a secure home environment are at increased risk of exploitation
and an increasing number of children find themselves working in the informal economy or
on the street, where they were exposed to drugs, petty crime, risk of arrest, trafficking
for sex and labor exploitation, and HIV/AIDS. Cyclone Nargis in 2008, which devastated the
country and left 140,000 dead and thousands of children orphaned and homeless, increased
children’s vulnerability to exploitation. The US Department of State reported in 2009
that in 2008 there was a dramatic increase in the number of unverified reports of
forced labour including that of children and trafficking in persons.138 According to
an anti-trafficking trainer with an INGO working in the country, “since Cyclone Nargis
ripped into the Irrawaddy Delta, killing tens of thousands and tearing families apart, many
young women were trafficked to cities and forced to work at sex-related businesses like
karaoke bars and massage parlours... some orphans were taken to work as low paid workers
in factories, restaurants and markets”. 139

The work conditions facing victims of trafficking are deplorable as evidenced in the following
testimony of a 16year old from Aungkoung village, Kawa Township, Pegu Division: “We were
placed at a prawn pearling factory and immediately had to work 20-hour days. However hard
we worked, we were unable to learn how much money we had earned to pay back the debt
because the broker would not allow us to check the balance of our account with the manager.
With not enough food or rest, we get sick easily but are not allowed to rest and accept medical
treatment” 140
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Corruption and restrictions on freedom of movement

The trafficking problem in Burma must also be understood in terms of tight restrictions on
freedom of movement and access to information. Since 1997, unaccompanied young women
between 16 and 25 in Eastern Shan State have been forbidden to travel to the Thai border,
according to a directive by the SPDC Regional Commander. This limits the right to freedom
of movement of young people and placed them further under the control of others. It has
also become more difficult and more expensive for women to get passports. Without legal ID
cards or travel documents, no knowledge about their destinations and limited survival skills,
including language skills, young people rely on people with former travel experience when
they travel, increasing their vulnerability to trafficking.

CRFB member organizations working with victims of trafficking both inside Burma and
along the borders have witnessed, in the last decade, “flagrant corruption along
the borders”141 This corruption impedes any efforts to combat trafficking and hold
perpetrators to account.142 Anti- trafficking measures have placed more restrictions on
the movement of women and girls, and led to increased extortion and unjust arrests by local
authorities. According to KWAT, out of the 70 trafficking cases they documented, between
2005 and 2007, following enactment of the new Anti- trafficking law, ‘traffickers’ were only
charged by the police in six cases and in four of these the accused used bribed officials to
escape prosecution.143

Communities are aware that local authorities often cooperate with traffickers, rendering
legal action against them meaningless. An interview with a teacher in Kachin State reveals
the nature of corruption in trafficking cases: But the traffickers were able to run away,
and the police did not follow up or do anything to charge the traffickers. It was learnt that
the police had taken money from the traffickers, and let them escape. Now the parents do
not know what to do. At the same time, they are very afraid of being retaliated against by the
traffickers” 144

The State party and GONGOs are reportedly conducting awareness raising trainings and
campaigns at the community level. However, these initiatives do not focus on the root
causes of the problem and do not reach out to all communities. Reports from the Kachin
State show that most of the women and children being trafficked are from rural areas.
Awareness raising campaigns do not reach them due to project area restrictions.145 Lack
of educational opportunities in remote ethnic areas and lack of access to information
about the outside world. In ethnic areas, the training materials and seminars should be
in ethnic languages in order to effectively raise community awareness on the processes of
child trafficking. Community based, independent, women’s groups and NGOs are prohibited
from operating shelters and services for victims of trafficking and can only provide limited
assistance, usually underground.

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Address the root causes of trafficking of persons, including economic
mismanagement and lack of employment and educational opportunities for young
people.

2. Eliminate all forms of discrimination of women and girls in migration
measures, including the directive forbidding women under the age of twenty-five
from travelling without a legal guardian.

3. Issue young people the necessary legal travel documents, such as passports



and ID cards, without discrimination and in a timely manner, to ensure a safe and
lawful travel.

4. Allow independent community-based organizations, particularly women’s
organizations, to work without restriction to assist victims of trafficking by
providing shelter, counseling and legal services; and allow, independent CBO’s and
to develop and widely distribute accessible information on safe migration.

5. Take legal action against individuals, including law enforcement officials,
who are involved in the trafficking of children.

6. Provide comprehensive public awareness about trafficking, without manipulation
and misinterpretation, which often portrays the victims as criminals,
throughout the country, and including in ethnic languages.

SPECIAL PROTECTION ISSUES - Article 38 Children and Armed Conflict146

In areas of Burma in which armed conflict occurs, the Tatmadaw continue to employ anumber
of practices that directly violate fundamental principles of international humanitarian
law and CRC Articles 38.1 and 38.4; and violate other core children’s rights, particularly
those enshrined in Articles 6, 24 and 27 of the CRC. Certain practices are also in tension
with prior recommendations made explicitly by the CRC Committee to the State party,
particularly recommendations that the State party strengthen efforts to provide assistance
to internally displaced children; prevent occurrences of forced relocation or displacement,
prevent situations causing children and their families to leave Burma; and to impartially,
thoroughly and systematically investigate cases of violence against children by members
of the armed forces and sanction perpetrators.147

Killing, maiming and attacks on civilian targets

Tatmadaw military practices undermining the realization of children’s rights outlined
in this section occur mainly in “shoot-on-sight” areas of eastern Burma, as well as other
conflict affected parts of the country: these are areas in which the armed forces of the State
party or an allied non- state armed group (NSAG) have not yet established control and
open conflict is frequent.148  Such areas exist across much of Karen State and eastern
Bago Region, and in parts of Shan, Karenni and Mon states and Tenasserim Region.
Shoot-on-sight areas are home to substantial numbers of civilians; calculations released
in November 2010 indicate that more than 91,000 people remain in hiding and at risk of
being shot in states and Regions of eastern Myanmar. 149

Tatmadaw practices in conflict-affected areas appear designed to prevent opposition
NSAGs from obtaining support from the civilian population - sometimes referred to as
the ‘four cuts’ or pya ley pya strategy150 - and to consolidate control sufficient to enable
Tatmadaw units to use the civilian population as a support base. A key element of these
strategies is to depopulate areas over which military control cannot be exercised. Civilian
populations are forced to relocate to areas that can easily be controlled by the Tatmadaw,
usually in lowland territory or near Tatmadaw bases.151 Tatmadaw forces then target
civilians that evade forced relocation, treating civilians including children as members of
opposition forces, and therefore legitimate military ta1‘gets.152 KHRG have documented
32 separate incidents of children injured, killed or subjected to violence by Tatmadaw or
allied armed groups in Karen State and East Bago Region since March 2006; see Table III for
a detailed list of the cases.153

Inshoot-on-sight areas, civilians, including children, are shot when encountered by Tatmadaw
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soldiers,154 who do not take steps to distinguish between civilians and fighters.155 This
contravenes norms of customary humanitarian law requiring efforts to protect the civilian
population, and the obligations of the State party to adhere those norms (CRC Ar38.1,
38.4) and to recognize the inherent right to life of every child, and to ensure to the
maximum extent possible the survival of the child (CRC Ar6.1, 6.2). On March 22nd
2010, for example, during an attack on Khaw Hta village in eastern Bago Region Tatmadaw
soldiers from LIB #369 shot and killed a 5-year-old girl and a 5- month old boy, wounded
their mother and killed another woman as they returned from visiting family in a
neighbouring village.156 Since January 2006, KHRG documented the shooting by
Tatmadaw forces of 18 children ranging in age from 2 months to 17 years old in eastern
Bago Region and Karen State, of whom 11 were killed.157

Tatmadaw forces also fire indiscriminately upon Villages,158 hiding sites,159 farm field
huts,160 and villagers working in fields,161 including shelling from remote locations.162
Before shelling, checks to determine whether targets are military or civilian in nature are
not made.163 The indiscriminate nature of such attacks also precludes the possibility of
children being afforded special protection. Indiscriminate attacks contravene norms of
customary humanitarian law intended to protect civilians; as such, this practice is in
tension with the obligations of the State party to adhere those norms (CRC Ar.38.1, 38.4),
to recognize the inherent right to life of every child, and to ensure to the maximum extent
possible the survival of the child (CRC Ar6.1, 6.2). On February 19th 2010, for example,
Tatmadaw soldiers from MOC #7 shelled a hiding site in Lu Thaw Township in northern
Karen State; during the attack a shell landed in a school in which children were sitting
exams, injuring three boys aged 8, 10, and 15. The 15-year-old boy died on February 21St
2010 after being unable to receive timely medical treatment for his injuries.164

During an attack on a village in Dweh Loh Township in northern Karen State on October 13th
2010, Tatmadaw soldiers fired into a home just 45-minutes after a 24-year-old woman
had given birth; the mother was killed, and the father spent the ensuing two months
attempting to raise his infant son in a forest hiding site before relocating to another
refuge site.165  Failure to adhere to basic principles of international humanitarian law
(Ar.38), as illustrated by this example, thus have consequences for the compliance of the
State party with core CRC requirements to recognize the inherent right to life of every
child and ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival of the child (CRC Ar.6); to
implement the highest attainable standard of health (Ar.24) by diminishing child and
infant mortality (Ar.24.2a) and ensuring appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care
for mothers (Ar.24.2d); and to secure conditions necessary for the child’s development
(Ar.27). The CRC Committee recommended in 2004 that the State party strengthen efforts
to reduce the incidence of child, maternal and infant mortality, 166 objectives which
targeted or indiscriminate military attacks on civilians fundamentally undermine.

Tatmadaw forces also continue to deliberately destroy - often by burningl67 —civilian
settlements 168 and hiding sites169, including schools170 and hospitals.171 Destruction
of villages is not an isolated occurrence; rather groups of battalions launch coordinated
offensives against identified areas,172 moving methodically from village to village.173
Civilian food supplies, and agricultural and cooking equipment, are deliberately destroyed,
including agriculture projects,174 food storage barns,175 agricultural tools, pots and
water containers.176 The most recent example of such an attack occurred on February
25th 2011, when Tatmadaw LIB #252 soldiers shelled the area of Dteh Neh village for
approximately one hour, forcing families in fourteen villages to go into hiding. Soldiers
then entered Dteh Neh and destroyed at least six homes, two rice barns, agricultural
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equipment, food storage containers, and cooking pots and banana trees; dismantled
animal enclosures; and poured out and trampled stores of rice and paddy grain.177 In
the following quote, a villager who experienced this attack describes his experience as a
parent: “Suddenly, the SPDC Army [Tatmadaw soldiers] came and attacked. We heard a lot
of shelling. Immediately, we parents had to find our families and fled during the shelling...
When we fled, we couldn’t carry any food or anything. We just had to flee like that [empty-
handed|]. It’s fine if we are safe”- Saw K--- (male, 26), Plah Koh village, Lu Thaw Township
(March 2nd 2011)178

One outcome of these practices is acute food shortages for large numbers of civilians
currently residing in shoot-on-sight areas,179 in some places so severe that civilian
populations have told KHRG they did not think they could survive the rest of the year.180
Recent documentation collected by KHRG indicates that in 2011 at least 8,885 villagers in
118 communities in Lu Thaw Township, northern Karen State will run out of food at some
point between April and the beginning of the 2011 harvest in October.181 A 2008-2009
survey conducted with 458 children aged 5 and under in 20 villages in the same area
found that one in seven (14.2%) were already severely malnourished.182 A 2010
report summarizing the findings of a study conducted across 17 conflict- affected Townships
of eastern Burma, meanwhile, found that children in households experiencing displacement
- typically a direct result of the military practices summarized in this submission - or the
destruction or seizure of food supplies were 3.3 times and 1.8 times more likely to
suffer moderate or severe acute malnutrition, respectively. 183

Tatmadaw practices that actively undermine food security thus impact compliance of
the State party with core CRC requirements to recognize the inherent right to life of every
child and ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival of the child (CRC Ar.6); to
implement the highest attainable standard of health (Ar.24) by combating disease and
malnutrition (Ar.24.2c); and to secure conditions necessary for the child’s development
(Ar.27). The CRC Committee has explicitly recommended that the State party prevent
and combat malnutrition among vulnerable groups of children.184 The Committee has
further noted in its 2005 General Comment No.7: Implementing Child Rights in Early
Childhood that malnutrition continues to be a major obstacle to realizing rights in early
childhood (para.10) and can have long-term consequences for children’s physical health
and development, noting that States parties bear a responsibility to ensure access to good
nutrition (para.27a).185 These objectives will remain difficult to realise as long as
Tatmadaw practices continue to foster, rather than combat, food insecurity among children
affected by armed conflict.

The rights of children living outside of shoot-on-sight areas are also impacted by militarization
and conflict, and practices of Tatmadaw and allied NSAG forces in “mixed administration”
areas directly threaten children’s rights. These are areas in which control by the Tatmadaw
or an allied non-state armed group is nominal, and opposition armed groups continue to
exert some control and conflict occurs, but in which civilian populations are not usually
targeted in military attacks. When conflict does occur between Tatmadaw forces and
members of an opposition NSAG, however, civilians under nominal Tatmadaw control
may be subjected to individual or collective punishment for perceived links with or support
for opposition forces. Starting on November 215t 2009, for example, families in a village in
Dweh Loh Township in Karen State were subjected to multiple days of forced labour and
harsh restrictions after a Tatmadaw LIB #219 soldier stepped on a landmine planted by

KNLA forces between the village and a nearby Tatmadaw camp. For atleast three days, adults
were forced to perform forced labour while children and infants were made to sit in the sun
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in the camp without food, water, or parental care, in conditions amounting to torture. On the
afternoon of November 215t soldiers looted food from the villagers homes while families
were detained at the Tatmadaw camp, and villagers were forbidden from pounding rice
paddy to have rice to cook that that evening. After three or four days of harsh treatment,
all 105 residents of the village, including 47 children, fled in the evening to IDP hiding sites
in the surrounding village tracts.186

Summary executions of children perceived to have links to opposition NSAGs have also been
documented. CHRO documented the execution of a 17 year-old boy by Tatmadaw troops
under Lt. Colonel Ye Myint, Commander of LIB #140 based in Matupi on 15 December 2005.
He was accused of aiding rebel soldiers from the Chin National Army.187

Several organizations, including the Free Burma Rangers, WCRP , KHRG, BPHWT,
and various media outlets have documented cases of child landmine victims. For
example, on June 15,2007 a Karenni news agency reported that a 13-year-old girl died
after stepping on a mine that was placed underneath an electricity pylon. The incident took
place on May 29th, 2007 in Demawso township. On March 15th 2008, KHRG documented
an incident in Lu Thaw Township, Karen State, in which a 16-year-old girl lost her left leg to
landmine planted in her village following a Tatmadaw attack; the villagers had fled ahead of
the attack but the girl returned to collect hidden food supplies for her family.188

According to the most recent data available, up to 100 persons were killed and 500 injured by
land mines during 2010.189 Documentation by KHRG indicates thatlandmines are used by all
parties to conflict in eastern Myanmar, including Tatmadaw forces.190 Tatmadaw soldiers
use landmines to construct defensive perimeters around camps and bases in shoot-on-
sight areas, as well as some mixed-administration areas, though they do not always remove
these mines when camps are vacated.191  Tatmadaw soldiers have also used landmines
to control movement of the civilian population, particularly between mixed-administration
and shoot-on-sight areas.192 In areas where Tatmadaw forces are attempting to expand
control or drive populations into lowland relocation sites, landmines have been placed in
abandoned civilian settlements193 and agricultural land194 to prevent access by villagers
in hiding or villagers who have been relocated.195 Landmines are not always clearly
marked, nor are communities always warned of new dangerous mined areas.196  The
Tatmadaw also appears to have shared landmines with the Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army (DKBA), 197 the majority of which has been incorporated into the Tatmadaw as Border
Guard Battalions, which has placed these landmines in civilian areas without providing
warnings to local communities.198  Tatmadaw soldiers have also used children to walk in
front of patrols to trigger mines, booby-traps or ambushes199 and perform forced labour
clearing brush and debris from roadsides200 known to be mined by all parties to the
conflict. Unexploded remnants of war are also a significant threat to civilian populations,201
particularly children.202

In Mon state, WCRP reported 10 cases between 2007 and 2009 of children killed or
maimed in civilian areas. 7 of these cases were caused by undetected landmines. The
lack of emergency medical care facilities in conflict areas increases the chances of death
or long-term trauma for children injured by landmines or UXO. The use of landmines
in civilian areas means thatchildren remain vulnerable even while they are in relative
close proximity to their homes. In fact, many children accidentally explode mines
while performing routine activities around the community, whether collecting food and
firewood in the forests on the outskirts of their villages or while playing games
in fields.
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There are still no systematic humanitarian mine clearance programs in Burma. According
to the International Campaign to Ban Landmines there have been “sporadic military clearance
and village demining” but these are not sufficient. Furthermore, Mine Risk Education
(MRE) programs are limited by humanitarian access restrictions. Organizations that
wish to provide MRE are often unable to reach the populations they wish to educate.203

Denial of humanitarian access

The State party and its armed forces, rather than taking steps to provide or support
humanitarian assistance to children affected by conflict that would strengthen food security
and health objectives consistent with its CRC obligations and with explicit recommendations
of the CRC Committee (see last paragraph of this section), have actively obstructed families’
access to humanitarian services in conflict-affected areas, including services provided
by international humanitarian actors; community organisations operating from bases
inside the country or in Thailand;204 and humanitarian materials such as medicine or food
collected for their own communities.205 Humanitarian actors that are able to access
these populations are an exception, and must operate under risk of being killed or arrested.
In February 2010, for example, a medic from the Back Pack Health Worker Team (BPHWT),
whose mobile health teams provide health support to internally- displaced and vulnerable
populations across 43 townships of Myanmar,206 was killed by Tatmadaw forces during
an attack on a village in northern Karen State, the tenth BPHWT medic or traditional birth
attendant to be killed by Tatmadaw forces since the organisation’s inception.207

Such restrictions on humanitarian support organized internally or cross-border are
reinforced by movement and trade restrictions enforced by the armed forces of the State
party in areas where Tatmadaw or civilian authorities feel vulnerable to attack or unrest, or
where civilian support bases may attempt to escape. Movement restrictions are used to deny
civilian access to areas that are not under control, for instance by blocking roads linking
relocation sites or villages in lowland areas with upland areas where NSAG forces are
active.208  These restrictions are devastating for internally displaced civilians in adjacent
shoot-on-sight areas, because they prevent civilians from selling or trading agricultural
products and acquiring essential supplies such as food and medicine. In October 2010,
for example, a community member trained in human rights documentation in the Ma No
Roh area of southern Tanintharyi Region reported that movement restrictions enforced on
two villages and three relocation sites controlled by the armed forces of the State party
was impeding the ability of displaced households in the area to acquire adequate food
resources.209

Movement restrictions also obstruct displaced civilians’ access to essential medical facilities
in services. In September 2009, for example, Pah Na---, a 20-year-old villager in northern
Karen state told KHRG that movement restrictions had prevented him from taking his wife
to a hospital for the delivery of their second child; his wife died just ten days after
giving birth and his newborn son later died as well.210  Trade restrictions, meanwhile,
particularly target humanitarian materials, even in small quantities for personal use,
and civilians have been searched and punished for travelling with medicine,211 in
some cases resulting in the death of family members including children that could not
access necessary supplies.212

Attacks and restrictions on humanitarian support to displaced populations by State armed
forces contravene the obligations of the State party under CRC Ar6, 24, 27 and 38 as
explained above. These practices are also in tension with the explicit recommendation
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made by the CRC Committee that the State party “Strengthen its efforts to provide adequate
assistance to internally displaced children, including their access to food, education, and
health”’213  The requirement of all States parties to the CRC to “ensure humanitarian
assistance and relief and humanitarian access to children in situations of armed conflict
consistent with provisions of humanitarian law has also been particularly emphasized by
the CRC Committee in its General Comment No.1 regarding children in armed conflicts.214

Sexual violence

Accounts gathered by CRFB member organizations indicate that rape and sexual violence
have been committed against children by Tatmdaw soldiers. Militarization and the lack,
or absence, of accountability for members of armed groups, particularly the Tatmadaw,
heighten the vulnerability of children to sexual violence. Sexual violence against children
is extremely difficult to document, as survivors, and their families, are often reluctant to
speak about their experiences because of shame and fear of stigmatisation by their
communities if an incident becomes public knowledge; parents worry about a daughter’s
future marriage prospects if she is not yet married. In some cases girls have been ostracised
by their communities after incidents of sexual violence. Fear of reprisals by perpetrators
also pushes survivors to refrain form reporting incidents of sexual violence.

Despite these inherent challenges, women and human rights organisations continue to
document incidents of sexual violence against children. In 2008, the WLB published a survey
of reports by five women’s organisations, released between 2002 and 2006, see Table 4
in Appendix. The reports documented 399 incidents of rape and sexual violence against
875 women across Burma’s states and regions between 1988 and 2006, of which 161 were
committed against girls. Inits analysis of these reports, the WLB asserted that:"Nearly all
military rapists - whatever their rank -go unpunished, fostering the climate of impunity
and escalating violence. The reports corroborate that sexual violence is not being committed
by rogue elements within the military but is central to the modus operandi of SPDC, and is
therefore systematic and structural in nature.”215

In September 2004, two 16-year-old girls from Matupi Township, Chin State were gang
raped by seven soldiers from Tatmadaw LIB #274, while returning to their village after
school. The girls were severely injured. They were taken to the nearest hospital by farmers
who encountered them after the incident; one of the girls did not survive injuries caused by
the assault.216

On April 9th 2006, fourteen-year-old Ma M--- from Pa’an District, Karen State, was assaulted
by a Tatmadaw LIB #547 soldier on her way home from a tutorial session at her teacher’s
home with two female friends. A sexual assault was prevented in this case by the arrival
of a man from her village. Ma M--- told her aunt about what had happened, who related
the incident as follows: “When the man arrived to help Ma M---, the soldier left. When the
soldier was trying to rape Ma M---, he punched her in the face one time and pushed her
down and he began to rape her and she struggled, and then he punched her again on her
jaw so that Ma M--- fainted.” Ma M--- subsequently told her family she no longer wished
to attend school and wanted to take her own life. Sources providing this information

to KHRG indicated that community members had brought the incident to the LIB#547
commander, who discharged the offending soldier.217

Villagers in a relocation site in Tenasserim Division reported to the Karen-language Kwe
Ka Lu news agency that a Tatmadaw soldier had raped a seven-year-old young boy from
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their village in November 2006. While two boys were bathing in a river beside the relocation
site, soldiers from Tatmadaw battalion #309 based beside the village grabbed one of the
boys and tied him up. The other boy ran away. The villagers reporting the incident said,
“that soldier did [raped] the younger boy’s anus.” The rape was reported to the battalion
commander. The villagers said no official action was taken against the perpetrator, but he
was punched and beaten by his captain and the family of the boy received between ten and
twenty thousand kyat (US $9 to $18) in compensation. 218

Kwe Ka Lu has also reported that on May 1st 2007, Myint Aung, a sergeant in Tatmadaw IB
#118 entered a house in Thaton District, Mon State, and attempted to rape a 12-year-old
girl while she was sleeping. Myint Aung laid down on her and started to take off the girl’s
clothes; the girl woke up and shouted loudly and the rape was averted.219

On 2 July 2007, a 9-year-old Akha girl, girl in Nawng Non village Shan state was raped
by three soldiers, who also attempted to strangle her. The soldiers were attending
a local Tatmadaw training school. She was taken to a hospital by her family where it
was confirmed she had been raped. The police were notified and an investigation was
instigated. The girl was able to point out the three soldiers. However, the Kengtung
Deputy Military Commander gave her family 500,000 kyat (US$ 500) and reportedly said:
“If anyone spreads news about this event, action will be taken against them. 220

According to a report published by KHRG, on February 27th 2009, a 13-year-old girl was
raped by Tatmadaw LID #11 soldier in Dweh Loh Township, Karen State, while travelling
to collect water from a river near her village. The perpetrator’s commanding officer
paid family 40,000 kyat (US $47), and ordered them not to discuss the case with anyone;
the family stated that they were not satisfied with the remedy, but was afraid to refuse the
money.221

No credible evidence indicates that members of the Tatmadaw and non-state armed groups
who perpetrate acts of sexual violence against children are prosecuted and punished. As
illustrated in some of the cases described above, token punishment for perpetrators
or compensation for survivors for specific incidents may take place in localized contexts
outside of the judicial system, where survivors or their families are brave enough to report
incidents to local authorities. Such compensation has in some instances been accompanied
by specific instructions not to discuss the incident further, effectively ‘closing’ a case. In
other instances, survivors or families have explicitly stated that they feared retribution if
they pursued the matter further. The CRC Committee in its 2004 Concluding Observation
strongly recommended “all reported cases of abuse, rape and/or violence against children
committed by members of the armed forces be rapidly, impartially, thoroughly and
systematically investigated. Appropriate judicial sanctions should be applied to perpetrators
and wide publicity should be given to such sanctions”.

At the international level, the State party is unwilling to acknowledge that sexual violence
against children has been committed. In 2010, for example, the State’s representative to the
UN HRC condemned and rejected as “unfounded allegations,”222 the Special Rapporteur’s
findings that “[t]he presence and conduct of the military are central to the plight of these
civilians... Cases ofrape and sexual violence, many of themagainstyounggirlsand adolescents,
have been reported by human rights organizations over the past years as committed
by military personnel. As with all allegations of serious human rights violations, proper
investigations must be conducted and justice provided to the victims.”223 At the UPR on
27 January 2011 the State representative described
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‘accusations of rape’ as ‘baseless’ and claimed “the armed forces have a zero tolerance
policy towards serious human rights violations, including sexual violence”. In failing to
acknowledge and investigate allegations of rape and punish perpetrators, the State party
has failed to meet its obligations under the CRC to protect children from sexual abuse;
ensure respect for the rules of international humanitarian law; and to take all appropriate
measures to promote the physical and psychological recovery of child victims of any form of
exploitation, abuse, or armed conflict.

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Halt military practices that target civilians including children, including:
indiscriminate shelling, shooting on sight, forced relocation and the destruction
of civilian settlements, agricultural land and food supplies.

2. Halt the arbitrary arrest, detention, torture and summary execution of civilians,
including children.

3. Halt the use of curfews and movement restrictions, including restrictions on access
to humanitarian materials, such as food and medicine, and humanitarian actors, both

local and international.
4. Halt the use of anti-personnel landmines and ratify the Convention on the Prohibition

of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and Their
Destruction. Permit comprehensive mine mapping, mine clearance and mine
risk education inaccordance with the International Mine Action Standards to ensure
the safety of civilians in mine risk areas, and provide free and sufficient services to all
victims of landmines without intimidation.

5. Take all necessary steps to end sexual violence against women and children,
including developing effective mechanisms, in consultation with independent groups
representing women’s interests, specifically tailored to prevent violence against
women and girls, to facilitate prosecution of perpetrators and to provide full
reparation for victims and survivors of sexual violence, in line with UN Security

Council resolutions 1325 and 1820.
6. Issue written orders or enact legislation explicitly directing military and civilian

authorities not to engage in practices outlined in Recommendations 1-5. Orders
and/or legislation should be publicly available, including in ethnic languages, and

distribution or related press coverage should not be restricted.
7. Remove from posts and then prosecute individuals who commit or fail to punish

acts prohibited by written orders and/ or legislation described in Recommendation 6.
Penalties should involve criminal, in addition to administrative, charges and
punishments. Information about prosecution and punishment of violators should

be widely publicized, and verification by outside monitors and the media permitted
8. Allow unrestricted monitoring of human rights conditions in all parts of the

country by international bodies such as the ILO, ICRC, and CTFMR, as well as local
and international non-governmental organizations.

ARTICLE 38 -THE RECRUITMENT AND PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN IN ARMED CONFLICT

Burma is one of a handful of countries that continue to recruit and use children in their
armed forces. The London-based Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers lists Burma
among the “five real offenders’224 Documentation reveals that during the reporting
period children were forcibly recruited into the military and they were routinely subjected
to abusive treatment. The minimum age for enlistment in the army is 18 years,; however,
authorities in Burma routinely falsify the enlistment papers of those under age 18.225
In a report to the UN Security Council, 2009, the Secretary General described a “lack of
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interest” on the part of Burmese authorities to aggressively put an end to the practice of
recruiting child soldiers. No precise figures exist as to how many children are currently
in the Tatmadaw or armies of non-state armed groups, or how many children have been
recruited over the past 10 years of warfare. The use of child soldiers poses a serious
threat to the rights of children, including their rights to life, to health, to protection and
to education. Many child soldiers have suffered egregious abuses: forced conscription;
beatings and other forms of torture; and psychological damage.

Recruitment

The apparent effort by the State Party to maintain an estimated 350,000 to 400,000-strong
military has contributed to the recruitment of children into the army. One report estimated
that Burma’s Armed Forces currently sustain an average monthly desertion rate of 1,600
troops.226 As a consequence, recruitment officers and other military personnel (often
in collusion with the police) rely on threats and enticements to ensure the regular
enlistment of new, and often underage, recruits.

Many children are forcibly recruited into the army after being kidnapped or arbitrarily
detained. The ILO believes that one third of child soldiers are abducted, including while
out in the streets, at the market or at bus or train stations. Htun Myint227 was arrested
at age 11, for “hiding in the dark” as there were no lights on in the streets. He was taken
to the local recruitment unit and was asked to choose between jail and the army. A similar
situation happened to Sai Seng228 who was detained while walking home alone one
evening. Human Rights Watch noted that a common recruitment tactic is “to demand
to see people’s national registration cards (NRC), knowing that mostadolescents do
not carry them. If the adolescent presents a student identity card, they may be told it is an
unacceptable form of identification. Typically the recruiter then offers a choice of joining
the army, or a long prison term for failure to carry a card. Although minors cannot be
legally imprisoned for failing to carry an NRC, many adolescents are unaware of this.”229

Some children voluntarily enlist as soldiers. However, voluntary enlistment must be
considered in light of the fact that recruitment officers often offer false jobs to children to
attract them. Poverty increases children’s vulnerability to recruitment.230

In 2010, a 16 year-old child soldier from a village in Kalay township area, Sagaing Division,
based in Tiddim Township, Chin State, described to CHRO how he was lured into the army
by Sergeant U Kyaw Htun with the promise of financial rewards. He testified that during
his training, he met three other child recruits from other Kalay villages who were also
enlisted under similar circumstances.231

Since 2006, CHRO has documented the cases of 13 ethnic Chin child soldiers serving in the
Tatmadaw.232 A former child soldier who deserted the Tatmadaw and fled to Mizoram,
Northeast India, testified that he and several other children were recruited in early 2007
by Colonel Lwin Oo and Battalion Commander Soe Tin from Light Infantry Battalion (LIB)
349, military head of Shew- Bo recruitment, Sagaing Division.233 According to CHRO
documentation, Sergeant Maung Thant of LIB 304 operating under Tactical Command II
based in Matupi, southern Chin State, has been responsible for recruiting at least six child
soldiers.234

WCRP, which documents human rights abuses in Mon state, recorded 50 cases of
recruitment of child soldiers between 2005 and September 2010. Of the 50 cases, 18%
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were between the ages of 12 and 15. Recruitment methods ranged from forced
recruitment, delegation by village administration, a rotation to the village militia by
default list, and selection by village lottery system.

CRFB member organization, Yoma 3 News Services (Burma), reported 46 cases of child
soldiers between the 2009 and 2010 from Irrawaddy, Rangoon, Pyathein, Mandalay, Pegu
division.

Treatment and living conditions for child soldiers

Beatings, abuse, ill-treatment, inadequate diet and the arbitrary deduction of salaries
by officers constitute a daily challenge for child soldiers, and results in many attempting
to escape despite the threat of arrest and imprisonment. Child soldiers are required
to perform tasks that include combat, portering, scouting, spying, guarding camps and
cooking. Thu Zin Oo, recruited in 2009, recalls his experience, “in that carriage 1 saw
about 100 young guys like me. We were never allowed to use the toilet so the guy next to me
urinated on the floor. As punishment he was badly beaten by some Sergeants."235

The boys were transported to north to Pegu (Bago) Division. The camp was in the
Yaytashay Township of Taungoo District. During his 18 weeks of basic training, Thu Zin
Oo was forced to cut and carry sugar cane while bullied by superiors. He recalled one
instance of a group of trainees being beaten about the head with wooden poles for singing
the national anthem too softly. A former child soldier recruited when he was 12 years old
describes his combat experience, “I saw so many people die right in front of me and I was
full of anxiety. I couldn’t stop thinking about when my turn to die would be. When we attacked
and we won, I was happy but I felt devastated if our comrades were killed. The confict images
are still a nightmare for me”.236

Min Swe Oo, when aged 14, was forcibly recruited at the end of 2009 by an unidentified
sergeant in Taungoo, Pegu Division. He received basic military training at Training Battalion
No. 4 in Pinlaung, in southern Shan State, and was later sent to Air Defense Workshop
No. 7, located in Kyaukse, Mandalay Division. Min Swe Oo said: “When [ was in the
army, I received just 2,000 kyat (US $2.25) per week. I don’t know how much my actual
salary was, because my superior officers took it to pay for various ‘fees. But when I left the
army, my commanding officer, Maj Moe Lwin, said that none of my possessions belonged to me
anymore.” 237

In a KHRG interview one former child soldier, Ko L, -- cited the mistreatment and
extortion of villagers by Tamadaw personnel as his reasons for deserting but also cited army
officers’ regular deductions from the wages of soldiers under their command as an
issue of dissatisfaction. According to Human Rights Watch, “government documents
reported a loss of 9,497 soldiers during a single four-month period in 2006, many due to
desertions”238,

Child soldiers are forced to commit crimes against civilians accused of supporting
rebel groups. HREIB interviewed one former child soldier, in 2008, who confessed to
torturing villagers; he said that he would have been severely disciplined if he did not obey
his superiors.239
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Punishment for deserting the army

The ongoing imprisonment of child soldiers for deserting the army is at complete odds
with the State party’s position that it is working to prevent the use of child soldiers and to
the support their rehabilitation. Many child soldiers, during their orientation to the army
are first warned that any attempt to escape would result in a jail sentence. Thu Zin Oo was,
upon arrival in the army, immediately warned that “desertion would be punishable with up
to 5 years in prison”240, Many of the child soldiers have experienced escaping from the
military base or training camp, being caught by soldiers, and then sent to prison. Htet Htet
Aung241 escaped from his base in Taunggyi, in Shan State, but was caught a few days later,
by the Military Police at his home. He was then sentenced on January 25th 2011 to one-year
imprisonment. Detained in Loikaw prison, he suffers from cerebral malaria.

Others are sent back to the army where they face severe punishment, as a former child
soldier explained in an interview with KHRG in 2009: “During my time, two of the trainees
ran away, but they [army authorities] were able to catch one of them. We had 250 trainees.
They [army authorities| asked the trainees to beat [the escapee who was caught] once each. By
the time it got to the 250th beating, the guy had died. That guy’s name was Aung Ko Lin. He was
15 years old. He was the oldest in our platoon. “242

Kyaw Ye Aung, 15, was a child soldier in the Tatmadaw from Myin Mu village, Amarapura
Township, Mandalay. He ran away from his base but was rearrested as a deserter. He
was put in stocks at Palake police station for two days before he was transferred
to Htee Taw Moe Recruitment Base No. 2 at Madaya, Mandalay Division. His parents
were notified on 27 Januar 2011 that they could take him home because he was underage.
However, they were forced to sign a declaration that they would not report the case or file
a complaint with the authorities or any organization. A former child soldier who spoke
to KHRG confirmed that many of the new recruits were under the age of 18 and those who
attempted to flee were put in stocks and beaten.243

Deserters face major challenges once they have escaped from the army. They know
officers are looking for them, and they can face re-enlistment or jail at any moment. Many flee
to Thailand or go underground in order to limit the risks of being found and arrested.
DDR programs in Burma remain weak and limited. Children are not offered any possibility
to start a new life after release or desertion from state or non-state armed forces,
increasing their chances of voluntarily or involuntarily re-entry to armed services.

Obstacles to the implementation of Article 38 (2 and 3) of CRC

The ILO faces significant constraints in investigating complaints of child soldiers. ILO has
limited staff and capacity, as well as restricted access to the country. ILO is based exclusively
in Rangoon, which means that those living in remote areas have difficulty lodging
complaints due to travel restrictions, or simply because they can not afford to do so.
Although the ILO liaison officer is able to travel throughout the country, he must first
receive clearance from the authorities. Lack of awareness about ILO activities in Burma
and the existence of a forced labour complaint mechanism, as well as fear of legal or other
reprisals against individuals who file complaints with or provide other information to the
ILO also comprise significant barriers to individuals who might otherwise lodge complaints.
There is also a disparity between penalties for failing to meet recruitment targets and the
crime of underage recruitment. The UN reported in 2008 that punishments for recruiting
a child included official reprimands and monetary fines, whereas battalion commanders
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faced loss of rank if they failed to meet recruitment quotas.

The arrest and intimidation of complainants has been an impediment to curtailing the
recruitment or use of child soldiers. For example, Thet Wei, Chairman of the Sanchaung
Township National League for Democracy (NLD), was sentenced to two years in prison in
2008 for communicatingwith the ILO on the use of child soldiers; he was convicted by the
Rangoon, Pabedan Township court of ‘obstructing discharge of duty by public servant.244

While the ILO reports an increase in the number of child soldier complaints, another
disincentive for parents to contact ILO regarding cases of their children being forcibly
enrolled in the state army or non-state armed groups are the inappropriate or non-existent
judicial sanctions for recruiters. People know that high-ranked officials and recruiters will
not be seriously punished for their responsibility in the recruitment of child soldiers. The
US Department of State reported that in 2010 there were no reports of prosecutions
against identified civilian brokers and that military perpetrators, if punished at all,
received one to three months in a military prison with hard labor, loss of 12 months’
seniority for pension and promotion rights, salary deductions, and areprimand.245

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Immediately end all recruitment of children under the age of 18, and demobilize
children under the age of 18 from the armed forces, and implement the Concluding
Observations of the CRC 2004.

2. Ensure that all armed groups integrated into the armed forces of the State party
adhere to the minimum age of recruitment of 18 years.

3. Impose effective and appropriate sanctions against individuals, including
military recruiters, law enforcement officials and civilians, who recruit children

into the armed forces, including potential conviction and imprisonment.
4. Eliminate all incentives, including monetary compensation and promotions for

members of the armed forces who meet recruitment quotas by recruiting
children and punish perpetrators who recruit children.

5. Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol No. 2 to the Convention on the Rights of
the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflicts, and consistent with
existing national law, deposit a binding declaration establishing a minimum age of

voluntary recruitment of at least 18.
6. Refrain from punishing and/ or imprisoning child soldiers who desert the

army, and immediately release all child soldiers imprisoned for desertion from
the army, including those recruited as children but who are now adults.

7. Order that military personnel of all ranks halt the physical and psychological abuse of
child soldiers and investigate and punish those that commit or fail to punish abusive
acts.

8. Develop effective mechanisms to identify, release and ensure disarmament,
demobilization, and reintegration of all combatants under 18, to prevent further
recruitment and to address all other grave violations against children in line with UN
Security Council resolutions 1612 and 1882.

9. Allow effective monitoring and reporting of grave violations of children’s
rights in accordance with UNSC 1612.

10. Allow the ILO to operate without restrictions to ensure child soldiers are
returned and reunited with their families without delay.
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Civil and political Freedoms

The ongoing and systematic imprisonment of political activists and ordinary citizens for their
perceived political opposition is well documented. Less well known, however, is the impact
of the repression and imprisonment on children growing up in Burma. Some children have
been arrested for their involvement in peaceful political activities. Others are effectively
orphaned after both parents were imprisoned at the same time. Other children have suffered
the pain of losing a parent from political violence. Historically, students have played a key
role in the struggle for democracy and human rights in Burma, including high school
students246 Since 1988, children in Burma, some as young as 12, have been unlawfully
arrested, tortured and imprisoned, solely for their political beliefs, in direct contravention
of Articles 13- 15, 37 and 40 of the CRC. Many more have been discriminated against for
the political activities and views of their parents, in violation of the fundamental principle
of non-discrimination (Art.2).

Article 13247 - Freedom of expression and Article 15248 - Freedom of
association and assembly

The State party maintains that children have freedom of expression. In their CRC report they
state: “Article 15(a) of the Child Law stipulates that every child has the right to freedom of
speech and expression in accordance with the law.” While the Child Law recognizes the
right to freedom of expression it is secondary to other laws. In Burma there are a
number of draconian laws249 commonly used to criminalize the rights to freedom
of expression, assembly and association, resulting in the mass imprisonment of political
activists and ordinary citizens. The widespread and unlawful detention of political activists
has a significant impact on the lives of Burma’s children and young people.

The State Party report also claims that “every child has the right to participate in
organizationsrelating to children, social organizations or religious organizations permitted
under the Law” and that “Children take part freely in social organizations or religious
organizations permitted under the law, such as art associations, swimming clubs, Myanmar
traditional dance clubs, Mingalar Byu Har Association (religious association), Sunday Alms
Donation Teams, the Union Solidarity and Development Association(USDA), Myanmar
Womens Affairs Federation, Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association, the Auxiliary
Fire Services and the Myanmar Red Cross Society to promote the interests of the people, the
community and the State”. These are all State organisations and membership in these
organisations is often forced.250 423 political prisoners are currently imprisoned
under the Unlawful Associations Act for being members of, or having contact, with
‘unlawful’ organizations, including student unions.251

The State party, in its CRC report, claims, “Nowadays, Myanmar children use Information
Technology (IT) widely and they communicate freely through the Internet with children
all over the world”. However, only 0.2% of the population in Burma have access to the
internet and those who do face heavy censorship.1 The State party has one of the most
draconian approaches to the Internet in the world. Much information is censored and many
international or exiled news agencies are officially banned in Burma. People face long prison
terms if caught sharing information or photos that the military authorities deem sensitive
or subversive under Section 33(a) of the Electronics Act. This restrictive and punitive

I The Irrawaddy, Wai Moe, 19 November, 2010, Suu Kyi Plays IT Catch up with the Junta. Reported,
0.2% as of June 2010.
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environment prevents young people from freely accessing information and communicating
with others both within and outside the country. Reporters Sans Frontiers, a media- watchdog
organization ranked Burma 171 out of 175 countries in its 2010 World Press Freedom Index.

On 19 July 2010, police arrested a 14-year-old boy in Rangoon after he was caught in
possession of books written by Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
her colleague, Win Tin, a National League for Democracy executive member. A Rangoon
resident who requested anonymity said the boy was caught in a bus station in South Okkalapa
township in Rangoon with 11 of the books.252

Article 37253 - Unlawful arrest, detention and torture

In Burma, victims of torture include children as well as adults. The CRC protects children
from torture and provides that children deprived of their liberty shall be treated with
respect for the inherent dignity of the person and stipulates that detention “shall be used
only as a measure of last resort”. As well as being prohibited under CRC, the prohibition of
torture is a peremptory norm of customary international law binding on all states.

The State report fails to respond to concerns raised by the Committee in their 2004
Concluding Observations regarding: “the lack of information regarding ill-conduct by law
enforcement officials and army personnel, especially in the light of numerous reports
received of torture, serious ill- treatment and sexual abuse, including rape of children by
law enforcement officials and army personnel”. The CRC Committee recommended that
the State party: “Duly investigate cases of violence through a child-sensitive judicial
procedure, notably by giving appropriate weight to children’s views in legal proceedings,
and sanction perpetrators, giving due regard to guaranteeing the right to privacy of the
child and ensuring that the child is not re-victimized during the legal proceedings,” despite
this, children in Burma are equally subject to torture, ill-treatment and the prisons’
grossly inadequate conditions.

In preparation for this report to the Committee, AAPP conducted interviews with former
political prisoners who were under the age of 18 when arrested. It is evident from the
interviews conducted by AAPP that children have been subjected to the same forms
of torture as adult detainees. Including beatings to the head and body with batons, fists,
guns, and kicked with military boots, burning of the body, stress positions, such as the
motor-cycle, and psychological torture, such as long periods of hooding, sleep and food
deprivation and verbal abuse.

Former political prisoners arrested when children report being detained in cells with
adult prisoners. CRC explicitly states that children should kept separate from adult prisoners,
a right also recognized under section 37 of the prison regulations on the detention of
juveniles issued by the State party in 1993, “a minor should not be handcuffed or tied
up, or held together with adult criminals”.

Ye Myat Hein, was arrested in 2007, aged 17 years, for his involvement in the peaceful
monk led ‘Saffron Revolution’. He was sentenced to 10 years’ in prison and is currently held
in Kale Prison. Shortly after his arrest, his father, Khin Maung Cho, said “my son is being
held in a cell together with 20 adult criminals in order to intimidate him”.254 Zin Min
Tun, was also 17 years old when arrested on 5 September 2007 for his involvement in
peaceful student activities. He was sentenced to 5 years and 3 months imprisonment and
is currently in Myitkyina prison.
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In all of the cases documented by AAPP, child political prisoners were arbitrarily deprived
of their liberty in direct contravention of article 37(b). State authorities failed to ensure
that imprisonment was only used as a measure of last resort and for the shortest
appropriate period of time. All detainees interviewed were held incommunicado, without
access to legal representation or family. Four interviewees were held incommunicado for
more than one month. It is evident from the interviews that all were denied the right to a
fair trial.

Kyaw Hsan, was 15 years old when he was arrested in Rangoon in 1999 for participating
in a small- scale peaceful protest. He was held incommunicado for one month at a
Military Intelligence (MI) centre where he was repeatedly tortured. Sentenced to 17 years
for unlawful association and for having ‘illegal’ books, he describes his trial: “I never had
access to a lawyer. At the court, I had a hood on the whole time. I never even saw the judge. |
didn’t have any opportunity to speak at the trial, just to answer yes or no to the questions.
I sat for 10 minutes on the chair at the Court. It was a closed court, inside the prison so no
family attended”.255

Former child political prisoners report being tortured until they confessed, “I was beaten at
every question, I got kicked and punched especially when they thought I was lying. I had to
cooperate in the end. I couldn’t resist anymore,” Kyaw Hsan recalls.256

The physical assaults inflicted on young people during torture have long term consequences
on their health, as the following cases confirm. Detained and interrogated at age
14 for his membership in a high school union, Ko Min Lwin describes his experience: As
I entered the prison gate they told me to sit down. I sat down on the steps. This angered the
guard and he kicked me in the back. He used such force that I flew off the steps and through
the air. To this day, I still have back pain. I never saw a doctor and afterwards had to sleep
on the concrete floor with no mattress. My back didn’t recover properly.”257

Former political prisoner, Ko Soe Lwin, was arrested and interrogated twice when he
was a child. The first time he was arrested he was 12 years of age and was held
incommunicado for over 2 months. Both his mother and father were former political
prisoners, and it appears he was targeted because of his parent’s political activities. When
he was arrested the second time, he was 13 years of age. The MI arrested him along with
fourteen other young people, aged 13 - 14 years, all students of his mother, who was a
private tutor.

During the interrogation he was subjected to severe physical assaults: “I was boxed repeatedly
in the ears, until blood was flowing from my nose. I am now deaf in one ear, at the time I was
only 13 years of age. My friend was subjected to the same treatment; he lost his hearing in both
ears.” He continues: “After about 10 days, they beat me so hard two of my ribs were
broken and I was unconscious. Because of the broken ribs I could not stand up anymore, when
I told them this they said I lying. I was carried back to the interrogation room and tortured
more. Sometimes they burnt plastic and dropped the hot liquid on my calf and legs. The plastic
would stick to my skin and peeled off my flesh. They stuck needles under my finger nails and my
toe nails. This was the worst torture I suffered”258

One of the other boys arrested with him was tortured to death. ‘One of my friends died
in the interrogation centre. He was just 13 years. Min Zaw Oo was his name. Originally he was
from a village and he came to the town to go to school”259
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In April 1994, at age 13, Ko Soe Lwin and 6 of his friends were sentenced, without any legal
representation, to 24 years and three months in prison for illegally printing and
distributing material contrary to Burma’s press law. Released on 18 September 2009, he
spent more than half his life in prison.260

Young people are also arbitrarily arrested for their perceived association with rebel
groups in ethnic areas. In 2006 for example, two high school students from Auk Pin
Ti Village of Paletwa Township, southern Chin State were arrested by LIB #140, stationed
at Lailente village of Matupi Township. They were held in army custody on suspicion of
being sympathetic to Chin rebels from the Chin National Army.261 In 2006, Captain Aung
Kyaw and troops from LIB #304, based in Matupi Town of southern Chin State, attempted
to arrest five village chairmen from the Matupi and Paletwa region on suspicion of having
connections with a foreign-based Chin pro-democracy organization. One village chairman,
Lung Thui, heard that soldiers were coming to arrest him and went into hiding. While
in hiding, he learned that LIB #304 had arrested his wife and two month old baby, in an
apparent attempt to force Lung Thui to give himself up to authorities.262

Separation of children from their parents

The impact of Burma’s repressive policies on children spreads far wider than those who are
imprisoned for their own beliefs or political activities to the children of Burma’s political
prisoners. CRC reiterates the centrality of the family in the upbringing of the child and
prioritizes regular family contact in cases where children are separated from their families
(article 9). Burmese law states that prisoners have the right to receive visits once every two
weeks. In reality, this is not the case. In Burma, prison authorities arbitrarily suspend family
visits for political prisoners, as well as intercepting and censoring their personal letters.

Article 9 (4) stipulates that where separation of the child from his or her parent/s results
from any action initiated by a State Party, such as the detention, imprisonment, or death
(including death arising from any cause while the person is in the custody of the State),
the State party must provide the family with the essential information regarding the
whereabouts of the absent member. Political prisoners are often held incommunicado
and during this time, their families are not informed of their whereabouts. Democracy
leader and Nobel Laureate, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi describes the impact of this: A number
of political prisoners who were placed in jail for their part in the democracy movement
were kept without trial for more than two years. For more than two years, they did not see
their families at all. Two years is a long time in the life of a child. It is long enough to forget a
parent who has vanished from sight. It is long enough for boys and girls to grow up into young
adolescents. It is long enough to turn a carefree youngster into a troubled human being.” 263

The authorities routinely transfer political prisoners to remote prisons far away from their
families. This is part of a deliberate strategy employed by the State to breakdown the
resolve of political prisoners by removing the support provided to them by their families,
while at the same time punishing the family. In October 2008, reports emerged from
Burma that the State had ordered its courts to expedite the trials of political activists. Shortly
after sentencing, authorities systematically transferred political prisoners to prisons all
around Burma, far from their families. Between November 2008 and May 2009, 228 were
transferred. In 2010, at least 52 political prisoners were transferred and 71 transferred in
2009.264 The arbitrary use of prison transfers and the banning of family visits impacts on
the children of political prisoners. The authorities often fail to notify family members when
visits are cancelled or prisoners transfered. Because the journey to prisons is often long and
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costly, this practice places an unnecessary burden on family members.

Political prisoners, husband and wife, Nilar Thein and Ko Jimmy, both leaders of the 88
Generation Student Movement are serving 65 year prison sentences for their involvement
in the peaceful demonstrations in August 2007. Their daughter, Nay Kyi Min Yu, was
six months old when her parents were arrested. In December 2010, Nilar Thein went
on hunger strike. During this period, her sister-in-law, Thandar Yu, traveled to Thayet
prison with Nilar Thein's 3-year-old daughter. However, authorities would not permit the
family to see her because she was on hunger strike even though they had traveled 340 miles
to the prison.

The Special Rapporteur, in his March 2011 report to the Human Rights Council expressed
particular concern about the condition of women in prison. He raised the United Nations
Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-Custodial Measures for Women
Offenders (the Bangkok Rules), adopted in October 2010. It asserts women prisoners
should be “allocated, to the extent possible, to prisons close to their homes”, (rule 4) and
their “contact with their families, including their children, their children’s guardians and
legal representatives shall be encouraged and facilitated by all reasonable means” (rule
26). Rule 23 explicitly states, “Disciplinary sanctions for women prisoners shall not include
a prohibition of family contact, especially with children.”

The husband of political prisoner, Thin Thin Aye aka Mie Mie, currently serving 65 years in
Katha prison, located 800 miles from her family, said: “Our lives are not perfect. I have to take
care for them not only as a father but also as a mother;,” he said. “It would be good for them
to live with their mother. Now they don’t have a complete family..When their mother was in
Tharrawaddy Prison, my daughter was 5 years old and my son was just over 2 years old. Since
that time, they have become familiar with political prisoners. “

Also serving 65 years in prison is Thet Thet Aung, her husband Chit Ko Lin is serving
a 11 year prison sentence. They have three sons: Aung Ko Ko is currently 11 years old;
Wai Yan Ko Ko is 9 years old and Htoo Aung Linn is 4 years. Chit Ko Lin was arrested on 8
October 2007 but on that occasion Thet Thet Aung managed to escape. The security forces
then took both of their mothers into custody for two days were held hostage in an effort
to force Thet Thet Aung out of hiding. Her home and those of other family members were
also searched and their children left without adult care. In an interview, on 17 October
2007, two days before her arrest, Thet Thet Aung told RFA: “The youngest child is only
about one year and two months old. Also, the child is not a healthy one. The child had a
blood transfusion at birth. He needs a lot of care... I'm really concerned for their health and
education”.265

AAPP receives numerous reports of the families of political prisoners struggling to survive.
Before being arrested political prisoners are often the breadwinners of their family. The
family members of imprisoned father and son, NLD members U Tin Yu and Than Zaw
Myint are reportedly struggling to survive. When the two men were arrested the
responsibility of financially supporting the family fell on Tin Yu’s daughter, Thin Thin Yu.
She is now working as a fish vendor to cover expenses for six family members including
school fees for two children and visits to their detained relatives.266

In Burma, children have lost parents from political violence, including torture and severe ill-
treatment. In May 2010 political prisoner, Ko Kyaw Soe, died in prison from the denial
of healthcare, torture and maltreatment, he left behind a wife, and 7 year old daughter. In
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2005, NLD member, Aung Hlaing Win, 30 years, was tortured to death. His daughter was only
four years old at the time and struggles to understand the enormity of what happened
to her father. The wife of Aung Hlaing Win explains: “She (my daughter) often asks for her
father because she did not see what happened. At that time, I do not know how to reply. If he
had died in my lap I could have told her what happened. I did not see what happened, what he
faced...So, I am never content. She thinks her father went to fetch eels to sell. She thinks that
is where he went but never returned”.267

The CRFB urges the State party to:

1. Immediately and unconditionally release the 2,073 people imprisoned for exercising
their basic civil and political rights, such as the rights to association, assembly, and

expression.
2. Amend domestic law, including the 1962 Printers and Publishers Registration

Act, Electronic Transactions Law, Section 505(B) of the Penal Code, the Unlawful
Associations Act, and the 1950 Emergency Provisions Act, so that it is in line with
international human rights standards and the law cannot be used to criminalize
peaceful political dissent, and freedom of expression, association and assembly.

3. Cease the persecution, harassment, arbitrary arrest and wrongful imprisonment of
young people for their involvement in the peaceful political activities, student groups,

and human rights promotion.
4. Investigate all allegations of torture and mistreatment of children in detention,

make the results public and hold accountable those found responsible for these
crimes.

5. Allow the ICRC full and unrestricted access to places of detention and allow
individual monitoring of detainees and prisoners by the ICRC in accordance
with its standard procedures, to prevent torture and mistreatment and to safeguard
the physical and psychological health of juvenile prisoners.

6. Immediately abolish the use ofincommunicado detention and ensure children arrested
and deprived of their liberty are brought before an independent authority to
examine the legality of their deprivation of liberty within 24 hours; ensure that
they have immediate access to legal representation; and the child’s family is

informed of their whereabouts without delay.
7. Ensure that prisoners and pre-trial detainees under the age of 18 are kept in

separate facilities from adults.

8. End the practice of transferring political prisoners to remote areas away from their
families; and ensure prisoners are able to receive visits from their family, every
two weeks, throughout their detention
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Table I: Child and Maternal Mortality in Eastern Burma®®’

Eastern Burma Burma Thailand MDG Target for 2015

Infant mortality rate
(per 1,000 births) 73 54 12 28

Under-5 mortality
rate

(per 1,000 live 138 71 14 39
births)

Maternal Mortality
rate (deaths per

721 240 48 50
100,000 live births

Table II: Human Rights Violations and Impact on Child Health in IDPs of Eastern Burma
(Adapted from Diagnosis Critial 2010)**’

Frequency (within

R Health Outcome Increased Odds
preceding year)

Human Rights Violation

Any measured human rights

violation* 30.6% Infant death 1.5
Child death 1.4
Moderate-severe acute child
malnutrition 1.7

Forced labor 8.7% Infant death 2.5
Child death 1.9
Moderate-severe acute child

Forced Displacement 5.6% malnutrition 3.3
Infant death 1.3
Child death 1.7

Destruction and/or Seizure of Moderafe.-severe acute child

Food 11.7% malnutrition 1.8




Table I11: Incidents of children injured, killed or subjected to violence by Tatmadaw
or allied armed groups in Karen State and East Bago Region since March 2006

* Please note that only incidents from Karen State and East Bago Region that have been published in
KHRG reports, and for which specific ages for children were provided, have been included in this table.
Incidents reported describing children injured, killed, or subjected to violence by Tatmadaw or Tatmadaw-
allied armed forces which did not specify the age of the victim(s) have been excluded; as have incidents
Jfor which one source indicated a victim was under 17 while another source indicated he or she

was over 17. Incidents documented by other organisations since March 2006 but not published in KHRG

reports have also been excluded.

# Name Age Date Location Description KHRG Report
Navx: Pah 22 Mar | Kyauk Kyi . . . “Attacks and
1 Lah’s S years 2010 Township, Shot & killed by LIB #369 soldiers during displacement in
Daughter East Bago attack on Kaw Htah village while returning Nyaunglebin District”
region with her mother from visiting relatives (April 2010)
Naw Pah 5 22 Mar | Kyauk Kyi ' . ‘ “Attacks and
2 Lah’s Son | months | 2010 Township, Shot & killed by LIB #369 soldprs durn.lg displacement in
East Bago attack on Kaw Htah village while returning Nyaunglebin District”
region with her mother from visiting relatives (April 2010)
15 19 Feb | LU Thaw Injured in stomach when IDP school shelled “SPDC mortar attack on
3 | Saw R--- years 2010 Township by MOC #7, died at 3 am on Feb 21 after school in Papun
being unable to receive adequate treatment District” (February
Karen State (photos) 2010)
19 Feb | Lu Thaw Injured in leg when IDP school shelled by “SPDC mortar attack on
4 Saw Hs--- | 8 years 2010 Township O 4 SC'hO(.)l 1:1 Papun
District” (February
Karen State (photos) 2010)
. . 10 19Feb | Ly Thaw ShPDlC. m}i)rtar attack on
aw Loms years 2010 Township Injured in arm when IDP school shelled by SC. 0(? i rapun
District” (February
Karen State | MOC #7 (photos)
2010)
LIB #219 forced children of Pi--- village
forced to sit under sun in and deprived of
. 21 food from approximately 8am to Spm for
6 N'Iulvnple Nov e T at least 3 days, while parents were made to “Central Papun District:
victims N 0 perform forced labour and not permitted to Village-level decision
2009 Township, g - . .
tend to their children, as part of collective making and strategic
Karen State punishment. Sources indicated that there displacement” (August
were 105 residents including 47 children in 2010)
Pi---. (photos)
Injured by four pieces of shrapnel when
19 Jun DKBA Special Battalion #666 soldiers fired | “DKBA attack on
7 | Saw E--- 7 years 2009 Bu Tho automatic weapons and RPG’s into field V}llagers'and the forced
Township, hut. Four other villagers injured in attack, filsmanthng‘ ofa mosque
Karen State | including Saw E---’s mother & grandfather in Papun District,” (July
(photo) 2009)




Raped by LID #11 soldier while travelling to

“IDP conditions and the

13 27 Feb Dweh L_Oh collect water from a river near her village. rape of a young girl in
8 | Naw M--- years 2009 Township, | The soldier’s commanding officer paid Papun District” (April
Karen State | gymily 40,000 kyat (US $47), ordered them | 2009)
not to discuss the case with anyone. Family
was too afraid to refuse the money.
N REe 30 Dweh  Loh | Shot and killed by patrolling LIB #256 “Attacks, killings and
9 Htoo 9 years | Aug Township, | soldiers, who fired through the slats of a field | the food crisis in Papun
2008 Karen State | hut where family was staying, near Meh Way | District” (February
village 2009)
Naw Gka 16 23 Tantabir} Attacks,. f(.)rced‘ labour
10} 1o years May Township, Injured in both legs when shot by LIB #47 and restrictions in
2008 Karen State soldiers during attack on Yer Loh village. Toungoo District” (July
2008)
6 15 Lu Thav.v Lf)st left leg to lvandmine planted in her “Burma Army
11 | Naw D--- March | Township, village after residents had fled from attacks and civilian
VEALY Karen State | Tatmadaw attacks. She had returned to . g
2008 llect hidden food lies for her famil displacement in Papun
collect hidden food supplies for her family District” (June 2008)
(photo)
Papun “Mortar attacks,
12 | NawRr— |13 270ct | District, Shot and injured by Tatmadaw soldiers near | landmines and the
S 2007 Karen State | \___ illaoe destruction of schools in
g Papun District” (August
2008)
Shwegyin
16 9 Oct Township Shot and injured in right arm by Tatmadaw “Attacks, killings and
13 | Naw Th--- years 2007 East Bago while at farm field hut with family members increased militarisation
Region near Htee Bla Kee village. Injured her leg in Nyaunglebin District”
while fleeing the attack (photo and quote) (January 2008)
“SPDC Army atrocities
SawEh | 12 9 Jul ;“ Th? e
14 ownship, Injured in right calf from shelling during village tract in the
Kree Htoo | Years | 2007 | garen State . &
Tatmadaw attack on Htee Baw Kee village words of a local
resident” (October
2007)
“SPDC Army atrocities
Saw Fe 9 Jul Lu Thaw Injured in shoulder by shrapnel from mortar | i\ [er Muh Bplaw
15 1 year Township, shell fired during Tatmadaw attack on Htee il st fn (e
Bra Hay 2007 : g
Karen State Baw Kee village

words of a local
resident” (October
2007)




Injured in left arm by shrapnel from mortar

“SPDC Army atrocities

Naw Say 9 Jul Lu Thaw shell fired during Tatmadaw attack on Htee in Ler Muh Bplaw
16 Ler Paw 4 years 2007 Township, Baw Kee village (sister of Saw Eh Kree village tract in the
Karen State | py¢o0) words of a local
resident” (October
2007)
) Shot and killed by LID #88 soldiers while “Provoking
Saw Tar 25 Tantablr} preparing holes for planting rice paddy Displacement in
17 Noo Htoo 7years | May Township, seedlings. Attack killed two and injured Toungoo District:
2007 Karen State three other villagers. Forced labour,
restrictions and attacks”
(May 2007)
. Shot and injured by LID #88 soldiers while “Provoking
Naw Kree | 13 25 Tantabin preparing holes for planting rice paddy Displacement in
18 | Kree years | May Township, seedlings. Attack killed three and injured Toungoo District:
2007 Karen State |ty other villagers. Forced labour,
restrictions and attacks”
(May 2007)
22 Papun i o “Mortar attacks,
19 Saw Pah 17 May District, Shot and killed by Tatma(:iaw soldiers in landmines and the
Bih Tra years 2007 Karen State attack on Dtar Keh Der village destruction of schools in
Papun District” (August
2008)
Papun . ‘ “Mortar attacks,
20 | Saw Ee— 12 28 Apr District, Shot and injured by Tatmadaw soldiers near landmines and the
years 2007 Karen State Y--- village destruction of schools in
Papun District” (August
2008)
Saw Ah D) 5 Apr Tantabin Killed, along with father (Saw Ah Po) by IB “Landmines, Killings,
21 | Po’s months | 2007 Township, #75, according to KHRG field researcher; and Food Destruction:
daughter Lz HaliE futher details not provided Civilian life in Toungoo
District” (August 2007)
Lu Thaw “Mortar attacks,
2 Saw Aye 12 27 Mar Township, Shot and killed by Tatmadaw soldiers near landmines and the
Kay Moo years 2007 Karen State Leh Kee village destruction of schools in
Papun District” (August
2008)
“Road construction,
2 | G 15 5 Feb #1;;1111:}:1&/ Injured by mortar shrapnel during attack by attacks o.n.displaced
W | years | 2007 P> | MOC #8 soldiers on Thay Thoo Kee village | communities, and the

Karen State

impact on education in
northern Papun District”
(March 2007)




“Road construction,

16 SFeb | ° ThaLv.v Injured by mortar shrapnel during attack by attacks on displaced
24| Saw K vears | 2007 Eownsslp’ MOC #8 soldiers on Thay Thoo Kee village | Sommunities, and the
aren State impact on education in
northern Papun District”
(March 2007)
Saw Hta 15 19 Jan | Tantabin Killed by LIB #75, according to KHRG field | “Landmines, Killings,
25 Kyah years 2007 Township, researcher; futher details not provided and Food Destruction:
Karen State Civilian life in Toungoo
District” (August 2007)
Tantabin “Bullets and Bulldozers:
2% Sav.v Chit 16 25 Oct Township, Shot and. killed while harvesting rice by IB The SPDC offensive
Chit years 2006 Karen State #73 soldiers continues in Toungoo
District” (February
2007)
Tantabin “Bullets and Bulldozers:
27 Saw Ah 15 25 Oct Township, Shot and. killed while harvesting rice by IB The SPDC offensive
Cho YCaIS 2006 Karen State | #73 soldiers continues in Toungoo
District” (February
2007)
Tantabin “Bullets and Bulldozers:
28 Saw Kwa 15 25 Oct Township, Shot and injured while harvesting rice by IB The SPDC offensive
Lah years 2006 Karen State #73 soldiers continues in Toungoo
District” (February
2007)
) Bawgali Gyi | Arrested by LID #66, detained for two weeks | ~Bullets and Bulldozers:
29 Saw Bpin | 16 Oct Town, Karen | in Bawgali Gyi camp, tortured, provided The SPDC offensive
K’Nay YSais 2006 State insufficient food continues in Toungoo
District” (February
2007)
Saw Ree | 17 20 Apr | Lu Thaw Shot and killed while travelling to rice field | ~ Villagers displaced as
30 ears Township, by LIB #364 soldiers SPDC offensive
Htay I 2006 S y ;
Karen State expands into Papun
District” (May 2006)
Saw Heh 16 9 Mar | Mone Shot and injured by soldiers in combined “SPDC Operations in
31 Nay Htoo | years 2006 Township, fc?lr]ce of LIB #364, 366, 368 near Klaw Kee Kler Lweh .Htoo o
East Bago VillERgS (Nyaunglebin) District”
Region (April 2006)
Saw Eh 12 8 Mar | Mone . Shot al;,q kiolllefd, alonfgL\ivgl;gaétfegél;y 3fggdiers “SPDC Operations in
32 Lah Hser years 2006 Township, 10 0021{1 kinle{ Igrﬁe (')ll > > Kler Lweh Htoo o
East Bago IEEIT e 1S @i willegs (Nyaunglebin) District”
Region (April 2006)




Table IV: Documentation of Rape and Sexual Violence

License to Shattering System of Catwalk to the
Name of Report . = * . Unsafe State
Rape Silences Impunity Barracks
Release date May 2002 April 2004 September 2004 | July 2005 March 2007
All ethnic states
Focus area Shan State Karen State and central | Mon State Chin State
Burma
Period covered 1996 — 2001 1988-2004 2002-2004 1995-2004 1989-2006
No. of cases 173 125 26 37 38 399
No. of &
- of women 625 127 34 50 39 875
girls
No. of girls (under 18) | 77 20 15 11 5 128
Remark 83% of rape Half of the rape | 17 cases were Scores of Women and
cases committed | incidents were gang rapes by “comfort girls as young
by high-ranking | committed by senior military women” forced as 12 are
military officers high-ranking officers or to work b .
” yday- | being raped
(commander — officers; authorities, . . .
corporal). or with their :(l):ssfylzionigl‘:al in their
40% were complicity. hopes and
61% gang-rapes | gang-rapes; 30 young farms, while
. women, including | travelling
25% of the rapes | In 28% of cases schoolgirls, outside
resulted in death | Women were their village
kll.led after Made to stay at and when
In only one being raped military base and | conscripted as
case was a take part in a forced labour.
perpetrator military “fashion
punished by his and beauty
commanding show.” Over half
officer. cases committed

by military
officers, often
in front of, or
together with
their troops.

In the shadow of the junta: CEDAW Shadow Report-2008 by Women’s League of Burma www.
womenofburma.org




Photos to illustrate the situation of children in Burma

Karen Human Rights Groups-Photos

The photos above show children who fled shelling in the vicinity of Saw Hsaw Gker Der,
Bplar Law Dteh, Plah Koh and Ta Baw Kaw Der villages prior to the Tatmadaw attack
on Dteh Neh village in Karen State on February 25th, returning from a temporary refuge
site to their homes. The photos below shows food storage containers and cooking
pots bayoneted and destroyed, and paddy grains poured out during the attack. Empty
containers are used to store paddy grain and other comestibles and protect food
supplies from animals and insects. These containers are also placed at hidden food
caches in the forest, which villagers maintain in case of Tatmadaw attacks. All photos
were taken on February 26th 2011. /Photo: KHRG]
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These photos, taken on April 22nd 2010, show Naw P---, a 27 year old mother from Kh--- village
in East Bago Region, who was shot during an attack by Tatmadaw LIB #369 on Khaw Hta village
on March 22nd 2010. Naw P--- was returning home from visiting her father in Le--- village with
her with her infant son and 5-year old daughter. As they passed through Khaw Hta, they were fired
upon by LIB #369 soldiers. Naw P-- - was injured in her side; her 5-year-old daughter Naw Pa-
-- was shot in the head and killed; and her 5- month old son Saw Ht--- was shot in the leg and
buttock and died later that evening. [Photos: KHRG]

This photo, taken on February 19th 2010, shows
Saw R---, who was wounded in his stomach after
Tatmadaw soldiers fired an 81 MM mortar
into an IDP hiding site in Papun District, Karen
State. The mortar landed in a school in T---, just
after 9am on February 19th, while students were
sitting an exam. Saw R--- was unable to receive
treatment at two separate medical facilities in the
region; by the time he was admitted to a hospital
at Kaw Lu Der, his condition had deteriorated and
his injuries were no longer treatable. Saw R---
--- passed away at about 3:00 am on February
21st 2010. [Photo: KHRG]



This photo was taken on June 19th 2009,
the day after DKBA soldiers fired
small arms and RPG’s into a field hut
occupied by a family of farmers at Maw
Ler Kee village in Bu Tho Township,
Karen State. The picture shows seven
year old Saw E---, who was injured in
the attack [Photo: KH RG]

This photo, taken on November 26th
2009, shows a temporary hiding site in Bu
Tho Township, Karen State, established by
residents of Pi--- village in neighbouring
Dweh Loh Township. Families fled Pi---
after three days of abuse by LIB #219 sol-
diers. Adults were forced to perform forced
labour while children and infants were
made to sit in the sun in the camp without
food, water, or parental care, in conditions
amounting to torture. [Photo: KHRG]

This photo on the right, taken on September
24th 2009, shows Na---, from Ke--- village in
Bu Tho Township, Karen State, with one of
his two children. Na---'s wife died ten days
after giving birth to their second child; she was
unable to travel to a medical facility for the
delivery due to movement restrictions imposed
by a Tatmadaw- allied NSAG. Na--- and other
residents of his village had gone into hiding in
Lu Thaw Township to avoid a relocation order.
[Photo: KHRG]

16-year-old Naw D--- from Htee Baw Kee village
in Karen State recovers after medics amputated the
mutilated lower part of her right leg. Naw D---
was injured by a Tatmadaw landmine on March
15th 2008 when she returned to her village from an
IDP hiding site to collect food supplies her family
had left behind. The mine had been planted in
the village after the community fled to escape
Tatmadaw patrol. [Photo: KHRG]



This photo, taken on February 1st 2011, shows
Naw A--- and her family, who told KHRG that, on
January 27th 2011, soldiers from Tatmadaw LID
#22 forced her family to come out of bomb shelters
they had constructed near their homes in Dooplaya
District, Karen State, and walk on either side of
the column as human shields while the Tatmadaw
troops were being attacked by the KNLA. After the
incident Naw A--- and her family fled their village
to a nearby hiding site in the forest; continued se-
curity concerns, forced them to seek refuge at the
unofficial site in Thailand, where they are now
staying. [Photo: KHRG]

This photo, taken on December 29th 2010,
shows students from Palu Pa Doh and Palu
Poe villages in Dooplaya District, Karen
State. The children are studying under trees
at an unofficial temporary refuge site in
Thailand's Phop Phra District. Approximately
40 students were participating in this class.
Communities in eastern Dooplaya District
threatened by continued conflict between the
Tatmadaw and Karen armed groups since
November 2010 have told KHRG research-
ers that they have made arrangements to
respond to interruptions to their children's
education. [Photo: KHRG]

In January 2010, Tatmadaw battalions from
MOC #10 began attacking villages in north-
ern Kyauk Kyi Township, East Bago Region;
more than 2,000 villagers fled to forest hid-
ing sites over the ensuing two months. The at-
tacks caused ten schools to be abandoned and
coincided with final exams for students. Some
communities were able to gather in hiding
places, where students resumed their studies
and sat their exams. This photo, taken on Feb-
ruary 7th 2010, shows students from Htee Baw
Hta village studying in a hiding site. Htee Baw
Hta village was razed by Tatmadaw soldiers on
February 9th 2010. [Photo: KHRG]



This photo, taken on March 20th 2010,
shows one of the families currently in hid-
ing to avoid Tatmadaw attacks at La--
- in Tenasserim Region. Many fami-
lies in the site reported that they
were confronting food shortages; they
told KHRG they planned to attempt to buy
food in villages in Tatmadaw-controlled ar-
eas, but were afraid of what would happen
to them if they were captured by Tatmadaw
soldiers. [Photo: KHRG]

This photo, taken on March 20th 2010, shows
children living in a hiding site in Ht--- village in
the Ma Noh Roh area of T'Naw Tha Ree Township,
Tenasserim Region. Families in hiding in Ma Noh
Roh told KHRG that they fled after soldiers from
Tatmadaw IB #17 set up camps in their area
in March 2010 and looted villagers' property and
animals. Civilians in hiding in Ma Noh Roh have to
be ready to flee on short notice because Tatmadaw
soldiers are active nearby. [P hoto: KH RG]

This photo, also taken on November
13th 2010, shows a family from A--- vil-
lage at a hiding place in Thailand. They
told a KHRG researcher they had fled on
November 9th 2010, but were not going
to return because they were afraid that they
would be arrested and forced to walk in
front of Tatmadaw soldiers during attacks
on DKBA or KNLA positions. [Photo:
KHRG]

This photo, taken on May 30th 2010, shows chil-
dren living in D--- village, Lu Thaw Township,
Papun District. These children came to D--- in
2009 when their families fled Tatmadaw attacks in
Yeh Mu Bplaw village. Villagers told KHRG
that many people try flee to D--- when they have
to leave their villages, because their children have

good opportunities to continue their education
there. [Photo: KHRG]



This picture, taken in September 2009,
shows Saw G---, age 13, who lost his leg
to a landmine after returning to check on
his family’s livestock in Pa’an District.
He and his family have been residing
in Thailand since June 2009, when they
fled conflict and exploitative abuse related
to joint SPDC/DKBA attacks on KNLA
7th Brigade near the Ler Per Her IDP site.
[Photo: KHRG]

Children residing in Ee Thoo Hta IDP camp
in Pa’an Distict, Karen State, walk to school
during the rainy season in July 2009.
Most of these children have come from
villages in the mountains of northern Karen
State. For some the school at Ee Thoo Hta
is their best opportunity for education.
The current camp registration includes 472
children aged 1 to 5 years. The head teacher
of Ee Thoo Hta High School told KHRG
that there were over 500 children aged 6
to 15 years attending the school. [Photo:
KHRG]

This photo, taken on February 7th 2010,
shows women and children working at
night in their village, weaving thatch to
meet an order issued by a local DKBA unit
in Bu Tho Township. Residents of villages in
central Papun District are frequently ordered
by local SPDC or DKBA authorities to find,
fabricate and deliver thatch and other building
materials to their camps. [Photo: KHRG]




Residents of Thoo GkBee village in East
Bago Region, perform forced labour
repairing a vehicle road on April 30th
2009. The order to do this forced labour
was sent by Tatmadaw officer U Khin Soe
based in Ler Doh Township. U Khin Soe
told the villagers that if they did not want
to be forcibly relocated, they would have
to rebuild the vehicle road and the local
school at Thoo Gk’Bee Village. Children
participating in the forced labour are
clearly visible./Photo: KHRG]

Residents of M--- village, Papun District, on April

19th 2009, prepare to carry thatch for SPDC Army
soldiers based at the Meh Bplay Kee camp. The
villagers had been ordered to provide 100 pieces of
thatch roofing, for which they had to collect
materials, weave into shingles and then transport
on foot. A young girl carrying her sibling can be
seen participating in the forced labour.

[Photo: KH RG]

This picture, taken in September 2009,
shows Saw G---, age 13, who lost his leg to
a landmine after returning to check on his
family’s livestock in Pa’an District. He and
his family have been residing in Thailand
since June 2009, when they fled conflict and
exploitative abuse related to joint SPDC/
DKBA attacks on KNLA 7th Brigade near
the Ler Per Her IDP site. [Photo: KH RG]

This photo, taken on March 31st 2010, shows Saw
Pe---, a 10-year-old boy, after accidentally
detonating an unexploded M79 cartridge he and his
brother had found outside Mae La Ah Kee village.
Saw Pe--- and his family had fled conflict and
exploitative abuse related to joint SPDC/DKBA
attacks on KNLA 7th Brigade near the Ler Per Her
IDP site in June 2009. The family had returned to
their village in Burma after RTA soldiers forced
them to leave the Mae U Su camp. [Photo: KHRG]

This photo, taken on May 9th 2009, shows 34-
year- old Naw M--- along with her three sons, who
now live in Mae La Oo refugee camp in Thailand.
Naw M--- told KHRG that she left her village in Lu
Thaw Township, Karen State because of problems
created by frequent Tatmadaw patrols. Naw M---
lost a leg to a landmine while she was displaced
in Lu Thaw Township, and her husband was shot
and killed by the Tatmadaw. A fourth son and
her father died from lack of access to medical
treatment. [Pho to: KHRG]

120



This photo, taken on August 2nd 2009,
shows a six- year-old child from Gkaw Thay
Der, Tantabin Township, who cannot walk
because he has polio, Stringent travel and
trade restrictions enforced across Toungoo
District have significantly reduced access to
health care and medicines both for villagers
in areas under SPDC control and in hiding.
[Photo: KHRG]

This photo, taken on November 19th 2009,
shows villagers from Th’Ay Kee, Tantabin
Township after they fled into the jungle
to avoid SPDC patrols during re-supply
operations after the 2009 rainy season. [Pho
to: KH RG]



Karen Youth Organization

Karen State
Cross-border assistance given to three
communities in Karen Stat, Burma by
Burmese Migrant Workers Education
Committee (BMWEC) 2011-photo by
BMWEC staff



Women and Child Rights Project (WCRP) and
Human Rights Foundation of Monland
(HURFOM)

Malnourish children in Mon State-
December 2006: Photo by HURFOM

Children suffering from Chicken pox Cheik Dike resettlement camp, Mon State
2006: Photo by HURFOM
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Yoma 3 News Services (Burma)

Children among adult army at the military training-at Tha Ton 9- 2008 photo by
Yoma 3 News Services (Burma)

Child Soldier Maung Pho Zaw, former child
soldier photo by Yoma 3 News Services
(Burma) 2011




Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO)

A malnourish child in Paletwa A girl suffering from blood cancer
Township, Chin State, Photo by Khin without basic access to healthcare,
Tun 2009 Tlanglo village, Thlantlang Township,

Chin State- Photo by Khin Tun 2008

Lack of family planning awareness,
food insecurity, lack of basic healthcare
are serious burdens for family- Paletwa
Township, Chin State- Photo by Khin Tun
2009

Forced labour at Calthawng village, Forced labour on the Matupi - Leisen
Rezua, March 2011 township (Matupi- road, March 2011: Photo by CHRO
Hakha road) Photo by: CHRO
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Human Rights Education Institute of Burma
(HREIB)

W i e i ", ey

Children earning survival in mining camps, near Myit Kyi Na, Kachin State-December
2010: Photo by Khin Tun

A boy working at road construction, near
Mandalay City, December 2010: Photo
by Khin Tun
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Union of Myanmar

Third and Fourth National Report on
the implementation of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child

(2001-2006)



Chapter (1)
Introduction

The Union of Myanmar shares borders with Bangladesh, India, the People’s Republic
of China, Laos PDR and Thailand. It cooperates with neighboring countries as a good
neighbor based on friendship and mutual understanding in political, economic, social and
security matters. Moreover, it has been cooperating with neighboring countries based on
mutual understanding in various issues, such as the prevention of trafficking in persons,
eradication of drug abuse and migrant workers, and also seriously on regional peace,
stability and development. Myanmar’s population according to 2006 estimates 1is (56.5)
million, (28.1) million of which is male and (28.4) million is female. The population
under (18) years of age is (21.4) million, 37.87% of the total population.

The Government has been making relentless efforts systematically in all spheres for
the emergence of a peaceful, modern and developed nation. (24) special development
regions, the development plan for the border areas, and the rural areas development
project have been laid down to build the economic foundations which were actually
needed, the basic fundamentals for human resources and all round development of the
State, and have been consistently realized with high aspirations.

The agricultural sector is the mainstay of Myanmar’s economy and constituted 40.2
per cent of the national economy in 2005-06, the last year of the third five-year short-
term plan. (204) dams, (305) river pumping projects, and (7569) wells and (1023) tanks
have been built. In 1988 irrigated area was (1.487) million areas but now increased up
to (4.9) million areas. The cultivation capacity in 1988 was only 121 per cent, but now
it is 161.8 per cent. The Government has been endeavouring for all-round development
of all sectors, agricultural sector as the base while development of the industrial sector
is encouraged with the objective to become a modernized and wealthy country. The
industrial sector constituted 15.4 per cent of the total GDP in 2005-06 and is the second
largest of the productive sectors. In order to promote the development of industries,
(18) industrial zones have been opened and assisted private industries to progress. (791)
Government factories and (101,000) private factories have been established.

As an infrastruc ture development is crucial for economic development, necessary
development works are being carried out for the infrastructure development in every
region of the State. Hence, the Government has accorded high priority to infrastructure
development projects, such as construction of irrigation networks, roads, bridges, railway
lines, port facilities, airports, electrical power and communication facilities. In education
sector, (156) universities and colleges have been opened up to now. Such progresses in
education, health, transportation and communication not only benefit directly to human
resources development but also suppor t the reduction of pover t y. Moreover, the
development of national races has been enhanced.

For the emergence of a peaceful, developed and disciplined democratic nation and the
perpetuation of the Union, relentless efforts have been made in momentum to lay strong
foundations for the prevalence of peace and tranquility in the countr y, uplifting the
dynamism of the Union spirit, a strong national economy, widening the scope of knowledge
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of the people and narrowing development gap among the States and Divisions. The
Government is endeavoring for the community peace and prevalence of law and order
throughout the country, including border areas.

The Government is implementing the seven-step Road Map based on national objectives
in order to build an enduring State that is consistent with Myanmar’s prevailing history,
traditions, customs and cultures. The State is implementing the nation development tasks
with momentum in accordance with (12) political, economic and social objectives. The
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement undertakes the activities of social
welfare and development according to social objectives. In doing so, disabled persons
and older people are being taken care through preventive, protective and rehabilitative
measures by using social methods to reintegrate into the society.

Myanmar regards children as leaders of the future and, therefore, the Myanmar National
Plan of Action for Children (2006-15) in conformity with the provisions of the CRC,
the Child Law, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), A World Fit for Children
(WFFC) and various regional plans of action has been adopted and being implemented.



Chapter (2)
General Measures of Implementation

Measures to make national laws and policy in line with the provisions of the CRC

8.

10.

I1.

12.

The Myanmar National Committee on the Rights of the Child set up a ten-member Task
Force on 20 May 1999 to review the Child Law, 1993. The Task Force reviewed whether
the provisions of the Child Law are in conformity with the provisions of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child.

The recommendations of the Task Force that some provisions of the Child Law be
amended to bring them in line with the CRC were forwarded to the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement and the Office of the Attorney General. Following
respective review processes and consultations, these two bodies have decided to make as
many amendments as possible in the Rules relating to the Child Law.

In the exercise of the authority vested with in accordance with section 74(a) of the Child
Law, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement adopted the Rules relating
to the Child Law (the Rules) on 21 December 2001. The Rules contain (17) Chapters,
(109) Rules and (36) Standardized Forms covering all aspects of the rights of the child.

Following are some provisions of the Rules that give better effect to the Child Law:

(a) Rules 16,17 and 18 of the Rules have established a mechanism by which complaint
of acts committed against the child can be pursued by the relevant Rights of the
Child Committee.

(b) Rule 79 of the Rules provides clarification mentioned below on child imprisonment
under section 46 of the Child Law, which stipulates that a child shall only in
extraordinary cases be imprisoned:

“(1) A child shall not ordinarily be sentenced to imprisonment.

(2) Only if the Juvenile Court is satisfied that the child has committed an offence
which is punishable with death or transportation for life under any existing
law and that the child is of so unruly or depraved a character or absolutely
uncontrollable, he shall be sentenced to imprisonment.

(3) Such sentence of imprisonment shall not exceed a term of (7) years.”

(¢) Rules 75 and 98 of the Rules relating to the Child Law provide that Office of the
Attorney General and respective law offices shall appoint a lawyer at the expense
of the government to defend an indigent child accused of an offence punishable
with death sentence.

In order to review the Child Law and other relevant laws, the Supreme Court has been
cooperating with other related departments, such as the Office of the Attorney General,
the Department of General Affairs, the Department of Social Welfare (DSW ), Myanmar
Police Force (MPF), the Prison Department and the Department of Health (DOH).

Measures taken to reinforce administration

13.

Rule 3 of the Rules relating to the Child Law provides the duties and powers of the
National Committee on the Rights of the Child, and section 74(b) of the Child Law
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stipulates that relevant Ministries, Departments and government organizations may
issue orders and directives as may be necessary. Rule 5 provides the duties of the Working
Committee and Sub Committee, Rule 7 provides the duties and functions of the State
and Divisional Committees on the rights of the Child, Rule 9 the duties of the District
Committees and Rule 11 sets out duties and functions of the Township committees.

Mobilization of the community

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

The Deputy Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, Chairman of the
Working Committee on the Rights of the Child, gave educative talks on the prevention of
recruitment of under-age children, the provisions of the CRC, CL and child protection,
particularly child abuse, neglect and exploitation, at the following workshops;

(a) Child Protection Workshop, Ayeyawaddy Division,

(b) Child Protection Workshop, Tanintharyi Division,

(c¢) Child Protection Workshop, Kayin State,

(d) Child Protection Workshop, Mon State.

Secretary of the National Committee on the Rights of the Child and Director-General
of the Department of Social Welfare provides advocacy on the CRC at the following
workshops;

(a) Child Protection Workshop, Seikphyu Township, Magway Division,

(b) Child Protection Workshop, Wundwin, Nahtogyi, Taungtha, Tatkone Townships,

Mandalay Division,

(¢) Child Protection Workshop Mawlamyaing Township, Mon State,

(d) Child Protection Workshop, Pa-an Township, Kayin State.

In order to give widest possible public awareness of child rights and for the children to
enable them to enjoy their rights best, the National Committee on the Rights of the Child
re -printed copies of the Child Law both in Myanmar and English languages with the
suppor t of UNICEF and distributed at the related training courses and workshops.
Furthermore, pamphlets on the CRC and the Child Law and posters are also distributed.

Lectures on the CRC and the Child Law are being given at the social welfare training
courses which are conducted at the Social Welfare Training School under the Department
of Social Welfare.

The Depar tment of Social Welfare is the focal point for the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and has been implementing the tasks of the National
Committee on the Rights of the Child. Hence, in order to raise public awareness of the
provisions of the CRC, particularly among members of the CRC, and for the effective
implementation of the CRC, workshops on child protection and on child abuse, neglect
and exploitation are being conducted under the Myanmar-UNICEF Country Programme
(2000-2005). The objectives of the workshops are as follows:

(a) To generally realize the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
(b) To raise awareness on child protection among community leaders,
(©) To identify ways and means to eradicate child abuse, neglect and exploitation in

the community.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Under the leadership of the Department of Social Welfare, training course manuals
are written, mobile teams consisting of staffs from the Department of Social Welfare,
Myanmar Literacy Resource Centre and members of the Myanmar Red Cross Society
have been formed and training courses for the trainers have been conducted. Such mobile
teams have been conducting awareness raising workshops in (16) States and Divisions,
(24) Districts and (127) Townships since 2002 with the collaboration of UNICEF.

In doing so, they also travelled to remote areas in the Kachin, Kayah, Chin, Shan (North),
Shan (East) and Rakhine States. These remote areas include Putao and Machanbaw in
Kachin State, Demoso in Kayah State, Konlone in Shan State (North), Mongyan and
Mongkhat in Shan State (East), Kanpetlet and Tonzan in Chin State and Man-aung in
Rakhine State.

Target groups of the workshops are the CRC members, community leaders, representatives
from non-governmental organizations and local authorities. The workshops raise
awareness among local people of the prevention, protection and rehabilitation services,
which leads to mobilization of social forces in the community concerned and effective
implementation of family-based and community-based programmes.

In these workshops, pamphlets on the CRC and the Child Law and posters, comics and
notes are distributed with the suppor t of UNICEF. Af ter attending workshops, the
participants conduct multiplier courses among their families and within the community
concerned, and. coordinate with the Divisional Social Welfare Offices and the Township
CRC members regarding children in need of protection in their communities.

The workshops provide interactive discussions on child protection; definitions of types
and impact of abuse, neglect and exploitation; corporal punishment; prevention of
trafficking in persons and the recruitment of under-age children into military service. In
doing so, interactive discussions, role play and case studies are also carried out.

In order for the children to understand the child rights themselves, human rights
educational lessons are included in the Moral and Civics subject taught in the Basic
Education Schools from Grade 5 to 9.

Under the human rights knowledge programme, the right to stay with both parents,
the right to freely express their thoughts, the right to play freely, the right to participate
and the right to be protected, the right of school-age children to get access to education,
the facts concerning the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW) and Myanmar’s activities relating to CEDAW are taught in
Grade 5 to 9.

In Grade 8 and Grade 9, the concepts and special characteristics of human rights enshrined
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, economic, social and cultural rights, and
the right of every country to participate freely in accordance with its own traditions and
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights are being taught. In
giving human rights education, brain storming, group discussion, discussion within the
class and assessments are carried out, practicing participatory discussion method.



27. Furthermore, programmes which facilitate the expression of child’s wishes are included in

the songs, videos and movies produced under registration.

Chapter (3)
Definition of “Child”
(CRCArt-1)

Definition of Child (CRC Art. 1)

28.

29.

30.

The definitions of child and youth in accordance with section 2 of the Child Law were
mentioned in the second national report. In July, 2006, the National Committee on the
Rights of the Child recommended the amendment of the Child Law, 1993, and preparation
to amend the age of a child to be (18) years is under way.

Regarding exemption from the penal action, preparation is being made to amend the age
of a child from (7) years to (10) years in section 28(a) and to amend the range of age of a
child from (7) to (12) years to (10) to (12) years in section 28(b) of the Child Law as a child
under 10 years of age is considered not to have sufficient knowledge and maturity to be
able to make sound judgement of the nature and consequences of his conduct.

In order to protect child employees in accordance with the Child Law, preparation is
also being made to amend section 24 (a)(3) that only a child who has attained the age of
(15) years can be employed with the exception for those who work in income generating
business of the family concerned.



Chapter (4)
General Principles

Non-discrimination (CRC Art. 2)
Relevancy with the law

31.

Measures relating to equal enjoyment of the child rights were mentioned in the second
national report.

Implementation

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

The State has been energetically carrying out five rural development tasks—smooth
transportation, clean water supply, education development, health care and economic
growth— in order to narrow the gap between hilly regions and lowlands and between
rural and urban areas.

In Myanmar, every citizen has the right to freedom of religion, freedom of thinking and
freedom of belief. All national groups have the privilege of adorning their respective
traditional costumes, vernacular languages, and practicing their respective customs and
traditions.

The National Health Committee, in providing comprehensive health care services, has
adopted the National Health Policies giving emphasis on both rural and border areas has
been providing health care in border areas. Nursing training courses are conducted,
volunteer health workers are given training and basic health care courses are conducted
at regional hospitals.

The Rural Health Development Plan (2001-06) for the rural areas where majority of the
people reside has been adopted under the guidance of the Head of State and primary
health care services are provided to children of the rural communities, including border
areas. The National Plan for Border Area Health Development has also been developed
and implemented for the promotion of health status of communities in border areas.
New clinics and hospitals have been opened in rural and border areas, basic health
staffs are appointed and medicines and medical apparatus are supplied to these clinics
and hospitals.

The Ministry of Education has been endeavoring for all citizens to have access to basic
education.  Children from rural to urban areas as well as in border areas are provided
with opportunities to learn pre -school education to high school education. The last
week of May is designated as a School Enrolment Week during which enrolment for
school-age children is carried out throughout the country as a national movement. In
these activities, personnel concerned from the Ministry of Education, local authorities,
members of the Union Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), members of
the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation and members of the Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association participated actively. Well-wishers and social organizations
donate various educational materials. Such enrolment activities resulted in 97.84 per cent
enrolment in 2006.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

Disabled children have been given education under the inclusive education programme.
(21,520) disabled children are studying under the programme. The children who cannot
attend formal schools for various reasons can learn through the non-formal education
program.

Mobile schools have been opened for children who have to accompany their parents
who move from time to time because of the nature of their work as they are employed
with forest projects, or at project sites and construction sites. Altogether (43) mobile
schools have been opened and (58) teachers have been appointed providing education
to (1,603) students in (15) townships. All students from border areas, rural areas and
urban areas have equal access to education.

In the education sector, the border area development programme in collaboration with
the Ministry of Education constructed (85) primary schools, (90) middle schools and (92)
high schools. Moreover, INGOs, partners of this project have provided school buildings
and books. The students whose parents have abandoned poppy growing have been
provided with rice and learning materials under the “Food for Education” programme
carried out with the collaboration of UNDP. In addition, the Department of Education
and Training under the M inistr y of Progress of B order Areas and National R aces
and Development Affairs has established (27) training schools along border areas for
poor children from various national groups who have been deprived of opportunities to
receive formal education.

The Ministry of Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Development Affairs
has conducted vocational domestic trainings and income generating and public awareness
courses in collaboration with relevant ministries and local authorities.

Best interests for the child (CRC Art. 3)
Relevancy with the Law

41.

For the best interest of children, the 1993 Child Law and the 2001 Rules related to the
Child Law have been promulgated. It was described in details in the second national
report.

Implementation

42.

43.

44,

Myanmar delegates to the 27th UN General Assembly Special Session on Children
held a meeting on 31 May, 2002, to share experience regarding the Special Session.
In accordance with the decision of the meeting to draft a National Plan of Action to
implement “A World Fit for Children” Declaration under the guidance of the Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, drafting of a national plan of ac tion(NPA) for
children has been undertaken. The task force to draft the NPA consisting (17) members
under the leadership of the Director General, Department of Social Welfare was formed.

The Myanmar National Plan of Action for Children includes four sections; Health and
Nutrition, Water and Sanitation, Education and Early Childhood Development and Child
Protection.

Each section has seven subtitles; Justification, Objective, Strategies, Plan of Action,
Resource requirements, International cooperation and collaboration, Monitoring,
Evaluation and Expected Outcome.



45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

The status of implementation, achievements, challenges and needs are included in
the Justification. In line with “A World Fit for Children” and with the targets of the
MDGs and decisions of regional meetings, objectives and strategies till 2015 have been
formulated based on the accomplishments in 2004.

The implementing programme is drafted, taking into consideration of the programmes
which are suitable for the country, practicable procedures and fixed time frame in order
to achieve the goals.

In the section of resource mobilization and international cooperation, the requirements
of funds, technology, manpower and resources are to be met through increased state
budget, cooperation of international organizations and internal and external donors.

Monitoring and evaluation are to be carried out through information and data collection,
regular reports, field studies, and assessments on effectiveness and adaptability of the
plans, projects and programmes.

To improve the standard of child’s health; to prevent diseases that occur due to
unsafe water and poor sanitation, to improve access to quality education and to improve
protective system for the children in need of protection and prevention and rehabilitation
programmes are the objectives of expected outcome. Family-based and community-
based child protection measures are more emphasized and indicators for respective
sections are provided.

Survival and development of the Child (CRC Art. 6)
Implementation

50.

Measures for survival and development of children have been mentioned particularly in
paragraphs 24, 28, 29 and 31 of the CRC.

Respect for the children to express his/her own views
(CRCArt. 12)

Relevancy with the Law

51.

It was mentioned in the previous national report that section 13(a),(b), and (c) of the Child
Law clearly allow children to express their views, section 33 (c) (iv) of the Law allows
to listen to explanation by children, section 35(b) of the Law allows to respect wishes of
children and section 36 (d) and (e) of the Law allow to provide help to children in solving
their personal problems.

Implementation

52.

Sec tion 21(f) of the Rules relating to the Child Law prescribes that poem reciting
competitions, song competitions, story telling competitions, round table talks, and
impromptu debates are held occasionally, section 21(g) provides trainings for children to
learn poem composition and essay writing skills, and section 21(h) provides arrangements
for singing, music and dancing programmes performed by children themselves.



53.

54.

The Ministry of Education and other related ministries have been working in accordance
with the rules mentioned above to place emphasis on the opinions of children.
Competitions for extempore talks, essays, reciting poems, composition of songs, short
stories, painting and puzzle games are held in commemoration of significant anniversaries,
national and international events.

Starting from 1998-99 academic year, a day of the first week of January is designated as
School Family Day on which students, teachers and parents meetings are held. Children’s
physical, intellectual, and moral capacity and all round development, as well as children’s
opinions are expressed on that occasion. During the ninth School Family Day held on
6 January 2006, over (300,000) personnel, including teachers, school heads, parents,
community members, well-wishers and (7.8) million students participated by conducting

students’ capacity shows, competitions, funfairs and prize distributions for outstanding
students.

Chapter 5
Civil Rights and Freedoms

Name and nationality (CRC Art. 7)
Relevancy with the law

55.

The Myanmar Citizenship law stipulates as follows:-

“Section 9 - A person born in the State shall have his birth registered either by
the parent or the guardian in the prescribed manner, within one year
from the date he completes the age of ten years, at the organizations
prescribed by the Ministry of Immigration and Population.

Section 10 - A person born outside the State shall have his birth registered either by
the parent or the guardian in the prescribed manner, within one year from
the date of bir th at the Myanmar Embassy or Consolate or organizations
prescribed by the Ministry of Immigration and Population.”

Implementation

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

In Myanmar, every child has the right to have his or her own name and there is no
restriction in giving names.

When a child is born, parents or guardians must notify his birth to the Ward Peace and
Development Council concerned to obtain a birth registration certificate. The Ward
Peace and Development Council compiles the list of the birth registration certificates
issued and sends them to the Township Immigration Office on a monthly basis.

The Township Immigration Office includes the name of the new born in the Household
List of the parents on application by the parents or guardians enclosing a copy of the
Birth Registration Certificate, the Household List, name of the new born, the application
with the name of the new born and identification cards of the parents within 7 days from
the date a child was born.

A person born of parents of nationals and ethnic groups residing in the State and of
citizens on the date this law comes into force and their offsprings qualified to be a citizen
under this Law are issued the Citizenship Scrutinization Card on reaching the age of (10)
and (18) years.

Midwives (MW) from the Sub Rural Health Centres are primarily responsible for
collection of data on births under their jurisdiction and for reporting to the Health
Assistant (HA) at the Rural Health Centres (RHC). The HAs at the RHCs are responsible
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61.

62.

for sending the data to township medical officer (TMO). The draft entries coming from
RHCs and urban wards compiled by TMO office are sent to the CSO directly or through
respective State and Divisional Health Office. The incoming forms are checked, coded,
processed and tabulated by the Central Statistical Organization (CSO). Data related to
vital statistics are annually published by CSO in collaboration with DOH.

The Modified Vital Registration System (MVRS) using revised eight different VRS
Forms was successfully pilot tested in four townships in four States and Divisions in
1999 with the assistance of UNICEF. The MRVS has been implemented nationwide
under the 2001- 05 Myanmar-UNICEF country programme. The implementation of
MVRS to Urban and Rural Areas of entire country was completely done on April, 2006.

The Inter- Agency Birth Registration Working Group was formed and monthly meeting
was held to discuss ways to undertake in order to strengthen VRS. For the rapid assessment,
the three groups of IAWG members toured nine States and Divisions to monitor and
supervise. Having rapidly assessed and analyzed the operational gaps, weaknesses and
constraints, the IAWG group held a seminar together with TMOs from all townships
in respective State and Division including one HA and one midwife from RHC and sub
RHC of each different township that the team visited. At the seminar, the team clarified
the procedure for children under one, under five and above five years of age to get
birth certificate. Moreover, the team encouraged those who attended the seminar to give
multiplier training to all basic health staffs at their respective townships.

Preservation of national identity (CRC Art. 8)
Relevancy with the law

63.

It was mentioned in the previous national report that sections 8 and 9 of the Child Law
stipulates that the State recognizes the rights of children and a child is recognized as a
citizen in accordance with the Citizenship Law.

Implementation

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Section 24 of the Rules relating to the Child Law prescribes that parents/guardians must
carry out registration of a child at the time of his/her birth, (10) years and (18) years of
age. Section 25 prescribes that a child must have the right to become a citizen or associate
citizen in accordance with the Citizenship Law.

About 89.37 per cent of the population profess Buddhism. Most of Myanmar children
are nurtured under the teachings of Theravada Buddhism, and receive guidance from
elders, parents and teachers.

One of the significant characteristics of Myanmar society is to relay from generations
to generations teaching for self restraint, loving and cherishing national prestige and
integrity, ethics and family values of that heritage.

Unique characteristic of Myanmar children who inherited such good heritage is looking
after old parents and grandparents.

They possess good national prestige and integrity and national characteristics such as
patience, tolerance, and forgiveness.

Freedom of Expressions (CRC Art. 13)
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Relevancy with the Law

69.

Article 15(a) of the Child Law stipulates that every child has the right to freedom of
speech and expression in accordance with the law.

Implementation

70.

71.

In Myanmar, not only parents or guardians but also local authorities and stakeholders
always encourage children to freely express their views and ideas. Competitions of
extempore talks, poem reciting, song singing, song composition are held in schools
at Township, District, Division and State levels. Nowadays, Myanmar children use
Information Technology (IT ) widely and they communicate freely through the Internet
with children all over the world.

The Myanmar media carries the programs, such as Chit Sa Ya Aywai Kasagyamai (Let’s
Play Lovely Kids ) and (38) Blessings (The (38) rules for a successful life) to express
or bring out children’s wishes. The Shwe Thway, Paloke Toke and Child journals for
children are published.

Freedom of thought, conscience and religion (CRC Art. 14)

Relevancy with the Law

72.

It was mentioned comprehensively in the previous national report.

Implementation

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

All Myanmar citizens enjoy the freedoms of belief and worship. Children, with the
guidance of their parents and by abiding the rules and regulations of the State, are
encouraged to think, belief and worship freely.

Every citizen, in accordance with each one’s respective traditional culture and belief,
enjoys fundamental rights by law. As Myanmar’s specific national characteristics are
forgiveness, sympathy, loving-kindness and tender-heartedness, there has never been any
suppression or discrimination among them based on race, nationality, religion, belief
or gender throughout Myanmar history.

In the Union of Myanmar, the Ministry of Religious Affairs has been constituted. Buddhism
is professed by the majority of Myanmar people. Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism
and Animism are officially recognized by the State. The Ministry of Religious Affairs
gives necessary assistance to all the religious followers for the development of their
respective religion.

Buddhism is professed by the majority of Myanmar people. (12) monthly celebration
and Budd-ha Pujaniya festivals are celebrated throughout the country. Peoples from
different walks of life irrespective of race and religion participate the Thingyan Festival,
the merry event which ushers in a new year. The specific holy days of Buddha, Dhamma
and Sangha Order are Public Holidays. Adults as well as children participate in these
festivals. Pilgrimage to the Budhgaya of India, where Lord Buddha attained Nirvana, is
arranged by the State in coordination with respective countries.

Muslim mosques can be found in different parts of Myanmar. Praying in these mosques
by Muslim families or individuals, participating in masses, worshiping and fasting are
freely allowed. Bakkari Idd, the birthday anniversary of Prophet Mohammed, is also



78.

79.

80.

81.

a Public Holiday. Haj pilgrimage for Muslims to M ecca is arranged by the State, in
cooperation with other respective Islamic countries. The Minister, the Deputy Minister
and the Director-General of the Ministry of Religious Affairs usually grace with their
presence at Muslim celebrations and ceremonies.

Christmas, which falls on 25th  December every year, is also a Public Holiday. Missionary
works by native priests and of foreign missions in Myanmar and their foreign visits are
officially allowed and are arranged in accordance with the existing rules and regulations
of the State. Also Free Pass is provided to eminent Christian leaders for domestic trips.
Annual Christian celebrations and special occasions of the four eminent Christian
Associations are officially recognized by the State and officials from the Ministry of
Religious Affairs participate in these events.

The Hindu Religious Special Events, such as Dipavali Festival, Lighting Festival, Mother
Lashmi Puja, etc. annually held by Hindus are allowed to be performed in accordance
with the existing rules and regulations. Responsible personnel from the Ministry of
Religious Affairs attend the special religious and social occasions held by the eminent
Hindu Associations. Dipavali Day is also a Public Holiday.

Permission of publication and distribution of religious literary works concerning
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism is given in conformity with the rules and
regulations of the Literary Supervision Board of the Government.

The State freely allows its citizens to enjoy the freedoms of belief and worship. The
indigenous races also enjoy the freedom of worship. They freely practice their respective
traditional customs and cultures. On special religious occasions, religious talks and
discourses are broadcast on the television and radio. The children as guided by their
parents have the privilege to go to monasteries or mosques or churches or temples and
learn and practice what their religious mentors and instructors teach them.

Freedom of association (CRC Art. 15)
The Relevancy with the Law

82. According to section 15(c) of the Child Law, every child has the right to participate
in organizations relating to children, social organizations or religious organizations
permitted under the Law.

Implementation

83. Children take part freely in social organizations or religious organizations permitted under

the law, such as ar t associations, swimming clubs, Myanmar traditional dance clubs,
Mingalar Byu Har Association (religious association), Sunday Alms Donation Teams,
the Union Solidarit y and Development Association(USDA), Myanmar Women’s
Affairs Federation, Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association, the Auxiliary Fire
Services and the Myanmar Red Cross Society to promote the interests of the people, the
community and the State.

Protection against privacy (CRC Art. 16)

Relevancy with the Law

&4.

With regard to convicted children, it is mentioned in section 42 of the Child Law as
follows:- “Section 42: The juvenile court shall abide by the following in trying juvenile
cases:-



85.

(a) shall try the case in a separate court or a separate building or if there is no
separate court or building, in a building or room other them in which the ordinary
sittings of the court are held;

(b) no person other them the parents, guardians, staff of the court, Law Officers,
members of the People’s Police Force on duty and not in uniform, persons
directly concerned with the case and persons who have been granted permission
by the juvenile court shall be present at the place of trial.”

In addition, the Supreme Court issued the Directive Number 1/2004 on 7-10-2004 as
follows:

(a) Ifthere is no separate court or building, Township Court shall try the juvenile
cases in a building or room other than the one in which the ordinary sittings of
the court are held,

(b) Hold asignboard of “Juvenile Court” at the room where juvenile cases are tried,

(c) Section 42(b),(c),(d) and (e) shall be abided where juvenile cases are tried,

(d) Juvenile Court shall abide by the provisions laid down under the sections
43,44,45,46,47,48 and 49 in trying juvenile cases,

(e) Arrange a separate register book for juvenile cases and collect the data and
prepare separate report in order to submit to the superior courts respectively.

Implementation

86.

87.

Proceedings for cases tried under the Child Law are held in a specific building. At the
place of trial only staff members of the Court, law officers, members of the People’s
Police Force on duty in plain clothes, persons directly concerned with the case and
persons who have been granted permission by the Court are allowed to access the trial.
Juvenile cases are handled in a family spirit. Personal data of the child offender is kept
confidential.

Personal history and the situation of the family concerned of children in need of protection
who are taken care of in institutions are kept systematically and confidentially.

Access to relevant information (CRC Art. 17)
Relevancy with the Law

88.

It was mentioned in details in the second national report.

Implementation

89.

90.

91.

The Ministry of Information broadcasts children programmes extracting from newspapers
and journals in which child education, protection and prevention are included. Moreover,
mass media channels are used for the interest of children in social and cultural sectors.

The Printing and Publishing Enterprise, Sarpay Beikman and the Myawady Press have
been publishing weekly journals as well as books and periodicals from time to time
aiming at knowledge enhancement of children. Children literatures, such as cartoons,
stories and Mingalar Maung Mei, etc. are made available in children reading rooms at
(377) libraries of the Infor mation and Public Relations Depar tment. Moreover, for
k nowledge enhancement for children, children literature awards are presented at the
Myanmar National Literature Award Competition and the Sarpay Beikman Manuscript
Award Competition.

The Myanmar Radio and Television, the Printing and Publishing Enterprise and the

News and Periodicals Enterprise have planned to produce and broadcast more children
literature, children programmes and T V programmes.

141



Abuse, torture and deprivation of liberty (CRC Art. 37)
Relevancy with the Law

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

The legal right to prevent torture and deprivation of liberty is provided in the Penal
Code, the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law, 1993; the Control of
Money Laundering Law, 2002; and the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law, 2005.

It is provided in section 361 of the Penal Code that taking away or enticing any minor
male under (14) years of age or minor female under (16) years of age or any person of
unsound mind from his or her lawful guardian without the consent of the guardian is
considered abduction.

It is provided in section 363 of the Penal Code that whoever kidnaps any person from the
Union of Myanmar or from lawful guardian shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to
a fine.

It is provided in section 369 of the Penal Code that whoever kidnaps or abducts any
child under the age of (10) years, with the intention of taking dishonestly any movable
property from the person of the child, shall be punished with imprisonment of up to
seven years, and shall also be liable to a fine.

It is provided in section 372 of the Penal Code that whoever sells, lets for hires, or sell
off any person under the age of (18) years with an intention that such person shall at
any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with
any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing that such person will
at any age likely be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to (10) years, and shall
also be liable to a fine.

It is provided in section 373 of the Penal Code that whoever buys, hires or otherwise
obtains possession of any person under the age of (18) years with intent that such person
shall at any age be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse
with any person or for any unlawful and immoral purpose, or knowing it to be likely that
such person will at any age be employed or used for any such purpose, shall be punished
with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to (10) years, and
shall also be liable to a fine.

Moreover, it is provided in sub-section (c), section 22 of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Law that if any of the acts provided in Sections 16 to 21 is
committed by making use of the child who has not completed the age of (16) years in
the commission of the offence, the offender shall be liable to a maximum punishment
provided for such offence.

Moreover, it is provided in clause(2), sub-section(a), section 5 of the Control of Money
Laundering Law, 2003 that this law shall apply to the offences of illegally converting,
transferring, concealing, obliterating or disguising of money and property obtained from
the commission of trafficking in and smuggling of women and children.

Under sub -sec tion (a), sec tion 26 of the Anti-Traffick ing in Persons Law, 2005,
whoever is guilty of adopting or marrying fraudulently any person for the purpose of
committing trafficking in persons shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment



101.

102.

103.

104.

for a term which may extend from (3) years to (7) years and may also be liable to a fine.

Similarly, it is provided in section 27 that whoever is guilty of making use or arranging
with a trafficked victim for the purpose of pornography shall, on conviction, be punished
with imprisonment for a term which may extend from (5) years to (10) years and may also
be liable to a fine.

Furthermore, it is provided in sub-section (a), section 11 of the Anti-trafficking in
Persons Law that in order not to adversely affect the dignity of the trafficked victims, if the
trafficked victims are women, children and youth, the relevant court shall, in conducting
the trial of offences of trafficking in persons, do so not in open court but in camera for the
protection of their dignity, physical and mental security.

It is provided in section 12 of such Law that the Central Body shall, if the trafficked
victims are women, children and youth, make necessary arrangements for the protection
of their dignity, physical and mental security.

It is provided in section 16 that the Central Body and relevant working groups shall, with
respect to the trafficked victims who are women, children and youth:
(a) Provide special protection of their dignity and identification and necessary
security and assistance,
(b) Carry out to send them back to their parents or guardian if after secrutiny it
is found that it is the best condition for them.

Implementation

105.

Measures with regard to torture and deprivation of liberty are mentioned in details under
the CRC Article 19, 34 and 35.



Chapter (6)
Family Care and Alternative Care

Parental guidance and the child’s evolving capacities (CRC Art. 5)

Relevancy with the Law
106. Section 30 of the Child Law prescribes that every child shall abide by ethics and discipline,

corresponding to his age.

107. Likewise, section 31 of the Child Law states that parents, teachers and guardians shall

108.

give children guidance to ensure that the practice of abiding by the ethics and discipline
mentioned in section 30 is infused into children.

Chapter 9 of the Rules relating to the Child Law provides for the establishment of pre- p

rimar y schools and voluntar y day- care centres in the implementation of ECCD
systematically and widely. Rule 50 of the rules relating to the Child Law prescribes in
detail the objective, rules, disciplines, monitoring mechanism and technical matters on
the establishment of private pre-primary schools and voluntary day-care centres.

Implementation

109.

110.

Myanmar customs and traditions are deeply rooted. Children are regarded as jewels of

the family and cherished. In line with the traditions, customs and religious teachings,
children are nur tured to become good citizens in order for them to become a new
generation of the 21st  century for the nation. Myanmar society is characterized by
enduring family preservation of fine traditions and customs which contribute significantly
to the stable and peaceful society. Myanmar people value and take pride in high family
values and family spirit in this regard. It can be found that most Myanmar people live
in an extended family. According to the 2001 and 2002 statistics, an average household
size is (5.2).

In accordance with the Myanmar saying ‘parents are the very first mentors of children’,
it is the duty of parents not only to nurture their children to be healthy, intelligent, wise
and polite but also to educate them to be able to differentiate between right and wrong
and good and bad. In Myanmar tradition, culture and religion, the duties of parents and
children have been prescribed traditionally and practiced since long ago, which are
the guiding norms of Myanmar customs and traditions. Every parent wishes that their
children become well established and well-to -do, a Myanmar saying in this sense is
“riding elephants besieged by horses”. As there is a Myanmar proverb which says that
“parents are responsible for misconduct of their child”, parents give children guidance
relating to high moral values. Relatives and family friends also contribute in this aspect.

111. The Government, in collaboration with UNICEF, has been accelerating the momentum of

112.

ECCD programmes through centre-based, family-based and community-based methods
in order to nurture children as early as possible for their all round development.

In order to have access to quality basic education by all children, the Child Friendly
School Project was started in 2001 by the Ministry of Education in collaboration with
UNICEF. The Child Friendly School Project has been implemented in (94) project
townships up to 2007. In so doing, it is mainly focused on the completion of primary
education by out-of- school children, especially girls; exemption from school entrance
fees and monthly tuition fees for poor children and bringing school-age children in rural
areas to school.



Responsibility of parents or guardians (CRC Art. 18)
Relevancy with the law

113. It was mentioned in the previous national reports that section 11 (a) and (b) of the Child
Law stipulate responsibilities of parents or guardians.

Implementation

114. In Myanmar tradition, culture and religion, duties of parents and children have been
prescribed since long ago.

115. Following are the duties of parents, which have been preserved and carried out till today:

(a) Prevent children from misconduct,

(b) Teach children good conducts,

(c) Make children learn arts and science,

(d) Give children inheritance at an appropriate time, and
(e) Marriage to suitable person.

Separation from parents (CRC Art. 9)
Relevancy with the Law

116. It was mentioned in the previous national report that parents and children are usually not
separated as the bonds between them are very strong.

Implementation

117. The causes of children’s separation from parents are death of both parents or divorce
between parents or inability of both parents to take care of their child or unmanageable
or uncontrollable condition of children or law violation, and such children are taken care
of by the DSW and also by voluntary organizations, which is encouraged by the State.

118. Children at the institutions of the DSW and voluntary homes are provided with conditions
which contribute to personal hygiene, necessary immunization and nutritious food. They
are given education as well as vocational training, taught good and polite manners and
to behave well in accordance with Myanmar culture, which contribute to both physical
and mental development. (9,276) children at the institutions were given training courses
on cultivation, livestock breeding, mechanics and others in 2001-06. (1,678) children at
similar institutions were assisted to obtain jobs at farms and factories and in the civil
service and other services.

119. A convicted mother serving a prison sentence is allowed to keep her child with her. This
was mentioned in the previous national report. The Prisons Manual allows female prisoner,
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if she so desires to keep her accompanying child with her if there is no one outside to take
care of the child, to keep her child until the child reaches four years of age normally and
six years of age, if necessary. Pre-primary schools are established in the prisons for such
children and they are taught poems and basic language. Necessary facilities are being
provided for children who are born from pregnant women by Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association. The Department of Social Welfare is looking after (25) such
children.

Food and necessary
facilities are being
provided for children who
are born from pregnent
women in prison.

Education learning
opportunities are given
to pre-school children.

Family reunification (CRC Art. 10)
Relevancy with the Law
120. Regarding family reunification, section 35(c) of the Child Law states as follows;-

‘> to entrust the child to the care of the parents or guardian, with or without execution
of a bond, in the case of a child who is found, on scrutiny to have complied with the
arrangement for at least one year and whose moral character has improved”

121.  In accordance with section 10 of the Anti-trafficking in Persons Law, the functions
and duties of Repatriation, Reintegration and Rehabilitation of Trafficked Victims are
as follows: It prescribed that “coordinating and cooperating with relevant government
departments, organizations and non-governmental organizations for the repatriation of
the trafficked victims to their native place, enquiring the circumstances of the relevant
family, medical examination of trafficked victims with their consent, consolation and
education and other necessary assistance™.

Implementation

122. Repatriation, rehabilitation and follow-up programmes for trafficked children have been
systematically carried out. There were nine trafficked children under (6) years of age in
2006. After systematic coordination with the country concerned, they were repatriated
to Myanmar and reintegrated with their parents/guardians. In this regard, the Department
of Social Welfare has been cooperating with other organizations, such as the Myanmar
Women’s Affairs Federation (MWAF), the World Vision (Myanmar) and Save the
Children (Myanmar).
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123. In line with the Child Law, 1993, the Department of Social Welfare is taking care of
children who are in need of protection and have violated the law through institution-
based and community-based programmes.

124. Children who are in need of special protection, such as orphans, street children, abused
children, working children and handicapped children, are provided with essential social
care and protection by the Department of Social Welfare in line with the Child Law and
the Rules related to the Child Law.

125. Reintegration of children who have been taken care of in the institutions into their families
is the most important part of the institution-based programmes. For the children who
have completed one year and behaved well during the period, probation officers make
field visits to wards, townships, families and relatives of the children and reintegration
process for them is carried out.

Illegal transfer and forbidding the return (CRC Art. 11)
Relevancy with the Law
Implementation

126. It is mentioned in details in the report under Article 35 of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child.

Standard of Living (CRC Art. 27 para. 4)
Relevancy with the Law

127. TItis provided in section 11(b) of the Child Law, 1993 that a child shall be entitled to a
monthly allowance from parents who fail or refuse to support him.

128. Ttis provided in section 13(c) of the Child Law that a child shall have the right to make
complaint, hearing and defend at relevant Government department, organization or court
either personally or through a representative in accordance with the law, in respect of
his rights.

129. It is provided in section 25(C) of the Child Law that every child has the right to sue and
be sued in accordance with the law.

Implementation

130. Sub-Article (4), Article 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child provides that the
rights mentioned in the domestic law are to be enjoyed in respect of child maintenance
allowance.

Protection of children deprived of family environment
(CRC Art. 20)

Relevancy with the Law

131. It was mentioned in the second national report that section 32 of the Child Law provides
for protection and care for children who do not have parents or family.

Implementation

132.  For street children who do not have, or are separated from, parents or guardians,
probation officers conduct investigation and contact parents, if they are located, and
educate them. Then the child is reintegrated with the family concerned. Children who
are in need of protection and care are sent to respective institutions. (976) children in
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residential nurseries, (3,985) children in boys training schools, (630) children in training
schools for girls, (1,041) girls in vocational training schools for women, altogether
(6,632) children were looked after in 2002-06. The list of children who were with such
institutions till 2001 was provided with the second national report.

Adoption (CRC Art. 21)
Relevancy with the Law

133. The provisions and regulations of the Myanmar Adoption law were mentioned in the first
and second national reports and in the clarifications thereafter.

Implementation

134. In accordance with the Child Law and the Rules relating to the Child Law, orphans who
are taken care of in residential nurseries under the Department of Social Welfare are
allowed to be adopted for their best interests. From 2001 to 2006, a total number of (48)
orphans were adopted. Similarly, the Department of Health permitted adoption of (44)
orphans in accordance with the rules and regulations. Adoption is also undertaken by
local authorities legally in the community. The data relating to adoption will be provided
in next report.

Periodic review of placement (CRC Art. 25)
Relevancy with the Law

135.  Section 35(c) of the Child Law provides that if a child sent to a training school of
the Department of Social Welfare in accordance with section 34(a) of the Child Law
improves and behaves well after completion of one year at the school can be entrusted
to the parents or guardians.

136. Similarly, section 48(b) of the Child Law provides that Juvenile Courts may issue an
amending order to entrust the convicted child, who has improved and behaved well after
completion of one year at the training school of the Department of Social Welfare, to his/
her parents or guardians.

Implementation
137. Data on children reintegrated with parents or guardians after completion of one year at
the institutions 1is as follows:

No. Year Number of Children

1. 2001 336
2. 2002 464
3. 2003 548
4. 2004 421
5. 2005 246
6. 2006 168

Total 2,183



Chapter (7)
Basic Health and Social Support

Health and Health Services (CRC Art. 24)
Relevancy with the Law

138.

139.

There are a number of legislations regarding health polices and health development
plans in Myanmar to provide effective health care services to the entire population.

In order to promote and protect public health rights, the following policies, laws and
regulations have been adopted.
- Public Health Law

- Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association law

- Prevention and Control of Communicable Disease Law
- National Food Law

- National Health Policy

- Myanmar Reproductive Health Policy

- Myanmar Health Vision (2030)

- National Health Plan

- National Plan of Action for Food and Nutrition

- Rural Health Development Plan (2001-06)

- Five-Year Strategic Plan for Child Health (2005-09)

- Five-Year Strategic Plan for Reproductive Health (2004-08)
- Five-Year Strategic Plan for HIV / AIDS (2001-06)

Implementation
Health Care System

140.

141.

142.

The Ministry of Health is a major provider of comprehensive health care covering
prevention, cure, rehabilitation and promotion. Public as well as private sector involved
in allocation of funds and giving health services to the population. The Department of
Health, under the Ministry of Health, plays a major role in providing comprehensive
health care throughout the country, including remote and hard-to-reach border areas.

The Ministries of Defense, Railways, Mines, Industry (1), Industry (2), Energy, Home
and Transport are providing health care, mainly curative, for their employees and their
families.

The private sector is mainly providing ambulatory care by provision of institutional care
in Yangon, Mandalay and some large cities and is expanding in recent years. The General
Practitioners’ Sec tion of the Myanmar Medical Association through its branches in
townships provides links between private practitioners and their counterparts in public
sector so that private practitioners can also participate in public health care activities.

143. One unique and important feature of Myanmar health system is the existence of traditional

medicine along with allopathic medicine. Traditional medicine hospitals and clinics
have been set up all over the country. There are quite a number of private traditional
practitioners and they are licensed and regulated in accordance with the provisions of
related laws.



144,

145.

146.

In line with the National Health Policy, NGOs such as the Myanmar Maternal and Child
Welfare Association (MMCWA) and the Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) are also
taking part in service provision which contributes to more effective health care services.

Recognizing the growing need for involvement of all relevant entities and the community
at all administrative levels, health committees have been established in various
administrative levels down to the wards and village tracts. These committees are headed
by chairman or responsible person of the local organs of power concerned and the
members include heads of related government departments and representatives from
social organizations.

The Ministry of Health has been working closely with WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA and other
UN agencies, international organizations, 34 international NGOs and domestic NGOs.

Child Health

147.

148.

149.

Child Health, including newborn care, has been accorded priority aiming at reducing
maternal, newborn, infant and children morbidity and the Ministry of Health has put
emphasis on achieving the MDGs by 2015 with its own available resources. Efforts
by the Ministry of Health and partner agencies have increased effective interventions
such as regular vitamin A supplementation, national nutrition week and increased
immunization coverage and thus increase an access to Primary Health Care. IMMCI
strategy has been adopted and applied since 1998 with the addition of maternal portion
and it has been implemented as Integrated Management of Maternal and Childhood Illness
(IMMCI) project in (322) townships. For sustainability and wider coverage, IMMCI
strategy has been integrated into pre-service curriculum of Medical, Paramedical,
Nursing and Midwifery Schools in 2002. Then from 2001 onward, in line with innovative
life cycle approach, Women and Child Health Development project was launched by
the Department of Health. A five- year strategic plan (2005-09) for child health has
been formulated by DOH with technical inputs from different stakeholders aiming
to intensify the already implemente d interventions for child health for reduction of
mortality according to the MDGs.

Although vital rates vary with study design, method and coverage applied, all sources
show that the child mortality rate is lowering. According to the nation wide cause-specific
under-five-mortality surveys (1994-95 and 2002-03) by DOH, U5MR declined from
82,4/1000 LB in 1995 to 66.1/1000 LB in 2003. However, infant mor tality rate was
not significantly changed and it was 49.7 / 1000 LB in 2003. Mortality among infants
contributed 73% of under-five deaths and 87% of deaths occurred in rural areas. Leading
causes were ARI 25%, brain infections 14%, diarrhoea 13.4% septicaemia 10.5%,
malaria 5.7%, and beri-beri 5.5%. Major causes of neonatal deaths are prematurity
30.9%, sepsis 25.5% and birth asphyxia 24.5%.

The main gaps are neonatal health, rural health development and some key family
practices. DOH planned to strengthen theses areas in coming years. New formula
ORS and Zinc supplementation also has been introduced and introduction of Hepatitis
B vaccine to routine EPI schedule will be considered. Continuum care of Maternal,
Newborn and Child health approach will be implemented in coming national health
plan period (2007-11) to obtain more cost effective benefit.



Expanded programme of immunization

150. Expanded programme of immunization was launched in May, 1978 with the commencement
of 1st People’s Health Plan (1978-82), implemented in (104) townships. By 1997 EPI
covered the whole country. From 1998 onwards, installation of solar-powered refrigerators
and conducting crash programme for the hard to reach and remote border areas during
favourable season made the EPI operationally cover the whole country (total (325)
townships).

151. Morbidity and mortality from (6) vaccine preventable diseases is visibly declining, and
targets for Polio Eradication and Neonatal Tetanus Elimination were set in 2000.

152. As Myanmar EPI Program is accelerating OPV immunization activities in risk areas
with mopping up OPV immunizations, Myanmar was certified Polio-free in 2003 and
achieved the Regional Certification in 2005.

153. Although Myanmar is free from wild Polio Virus, the processing of reintroduction of
wild virus as well as Vaccine derived Polio Virus are continuously alarming, and the
Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) Surveillance System and the system is being strengthened
with setting increased target for active case search among under (15)year old children.

154. From 2003, Mass Measles Campaign was conducted throughout the country in a phased
manner for (3) consecutive years, immunizing children aged between 9 months and 5
years.

]

Immunization activity for infants in mountainous region

155. Hepatitis B vaccine had been introduced in National Immunization Programme in 2003
in a phased manner, totaling vaccine preventable diseases to seven.

Immunization activity for infants in far remote area
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Neonatal care
156. According to the nation wide cause -specific under-

five -mortality sur veys (2002-03), neonatal death
contributes 25% of under-five deaths. Without
implementing special interventions for essential
newborn care at all levels it may not be possible to
reach the MDGs goal (4) to reduce child mortality.
Both five year strategic plan for child health (2005-
09) and five year strategic plan for reproductive
health emphasize the essential package for
newborn babies and it planned to implement as
phased-manner approach based on availability of
resources.

Immunization activity for infants in Delta region

Child and Maternal Nutrition
157. Myanmar has identified protein energy malnutrition (PEM) and micronutrient deficiencies

(Iron deficiency anaemia, lodine deficiency disorders, and vitamin A deficiency) as its

major nutritional problems.

- Prevalence of under-weight among children below five years of age declined from
35.3% in 2000 to 31.5% in 2003. (MICS Surveys, Dept. of Health Planning);

MDGs goal for under-weight prevalence is 19.3% by 2015.
- Visible Goiter Rate among (6-11) year old school children dropped from 12% in

2000 to 5.5 % in 2003- 04. ( Target< 5%.).
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- Prevalence of Bitots spot (ocular sign of vitamin A deficiency) among children under
five years decreased from 0.23% in 1997 to 0.03% in 2000.

Prevalence of Vitamin A deficiency rate among children under S years
(Bitot’s Spot rate)

- Prevalence of Iron Deficiency Anemia was 45% in reproductive aged non pregnant
women (2001); 26.4% in adolescent schoolgirls (2002) and 51% in pregnant women
residing in the hilly region (2003).

Prevalence of Bitot's Spot Among
Under-5 Children
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158. According to the findings of under-five-mortality survey, one of the main causes of death
in children aged (28) days and above is Beri Beri, a disease due to deficient vitamin
B1 in food. Therefore, vitamin B1 deficienc y Sur veillance System was launched in
2005. Multivitamin tablets containing vitamin B1 were distributed to the risked groups,
especially to lactating mothers.

159. Growth monitoring and promotion (GM/P) for under-3 children is the major control activity
for PEM that take place throughout the country. There are also nutrition rehabilitation
activities in some selected areas, community nutrition centers in urban and village food
banks in rural area. Iron supplementation is the nation-wide program against anaemia
during pregnancy while supplementation for under-five children and adolescent school
girls is implemented in some selected areas.

160. Universal salt iodization has been adopted for sustained elimination of iodine deficiency
disorders while biannual supplementation with high potency vitamin A capsules forms
the major intervention against vitamin A deficiency.

161. In Myanmar, breast feeding practices is 93.4%, mixed feeding is 5.7%, initiation of
breastfeeding within one hour is 83.9%, Colostrums feeding is 96.4%,and exclusive
breastfeeding under six months is 16% (NNC, 2003).

162. Under guidance of breast feeding policy, Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative (BFHI) was
launched in 1995, and by the end of 2005 it is projected nearly all hospitals and health
centers. The number of facilities designated as “Baby Fr iendly ” increases and the
outstanding hospitals and health centers are awarded every year.

163. Although “International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes Law” is still under

processing, awareness training for advocates has been given in (12) States & Divisions
since 2005.



164. During the 2nd  National Immunization Day in 2001, high potency vitamin A was
given to children between (6) months and (5) years of age after oral polio vaccination.
Nutrition promotion week campaign was launched since 2003. During the campaign,
various nutrition promotion activities are carried out. Vitamin A capsules are distributed
to children between (6) months and (5) years of age; iron tablets are distributed to the
pregnant women; and iodine content of salt is testing at the markets and houses. Various
nutrition education programmes are broadcast and telecast. Testing of iodine in salt
is demonstrated for the schoolchildren and essay competitions for schoolchildren and
cooking competitions for mothers are held. During the campaign, activities are conducted
with major partners, such as Myanmar Salt Enterprise of the Ministr y of Mines, the
Depar tment of Basic Education, the Ministry of Information, and the Department of
General Administration.

Maternal Health

165. Asin most developing countries, complications due to pregnancy and childbirth are the
leading causes of death for women aged (15-49) years.

166. The chance that a woman will die due to pregnancy-related causes is (1) in (33) in Myanmar.

Skilled attendants at births are present at only 60% of deliveries nationwide and only
just over 20% of deliveries take place in a hospital or health centre. Most deliveries take
place in homes.

167. In order to reduce maternal and neonatal morbidity and mor tality, safe motherhood
initiatives have been expanded into a national movement. Continuum of quality care for
maternal and newborn health has then been focused as a priority in preventing maternal
and newborn deaths and morbidities. In response to this challenge, the essential package
of reproductive health interventions emphasize emergency obstetric care and neonatal
care. Emphasis is also given to improvement of safe obstetric practices and reduction of
the occurrence of harmful traditional practices.

168. Myanmar Reproductive Health Policy was formulated in 2002 and implemented at the
country level. The five-year reproductive health strategic plan (2004-08) was developed
and implemented with support and contribution from many sectors.

169. Birth spacing services were provided in 1991 with the assistance of a number of
international agencies. At the end of 2006, this programme provides services in (112)
townships as a component of reproductive health package.

170. Antenatal care service emphasizes in giving anti-tetanus vaccine to pregnant mothers and
more than 75% were immunized against tetanus for (2) times during pregnancy.

171. Maternal and child health services were given in cooperation and collaboration with
WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, international nongovernmental organizations and local
organizations such as MMCWA and MWAF.

School Health

172. Since 1998, Health promoting school programme has been implemented with the
objective of promoting the health standard of students with the support of WHO. By
2006, all schools in the country were covered by health promoting school programme.
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173.

174.

175.

Myanmar commenced its school de-worming programme in 2002. A baseline survey was
conducted in the delta area which is one of the four major ecological zones in the country
and the survey showed a level of high prevalence and a high intensity of soil-transmitted
helminthiasis (STH) among school-age children, which requires regular deworming
two times a year. The findings lead to training of school teachers in the area on giving
health education and treatment for STH to the school-age children.

During December 2005, (4.8) million school-age children and (2.1) million preschool-
age children from all over the country were de-wormed as an integrated approach with
the support of WHO and UNICEF. New IEC materials were developed and distributed
to all schools. Advocacy meetings on integrated de-worming programme were held in
all States and Divisions.

Myanmar school-based STH control programme is gaining momentum with ac tive
involvement of related health projects such as School Health Project, Nutrition project,
Maternal and Child Health Project and Lymphatic Filariasis elimination programme and
Ministry of Education as well as WHO and UNICEF.

Safe drinking water and sanitation

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

Improved water supply and improved sanitation are among the development indicators
directly related to health.

Although many agencies involved in carrying out improved water supply, rural water
supply was taken care of by the Department of Development Affairs.

The Environmental Sanitation Division (ESD) has carried out water supply and sanitation
for health centres in rural areas and maternal and child health centres in urban areas
and for some township and station hospitals. Awareness promotion and building the
capacity of the community through trainings, workshops, and I.E.C materials are priority
activities for all the projects.

National Sanitation Week was initiated in 1998 which is the most effective advocacy
campaigns and it brings about great success in boosting community awareness and
consequent increasing sanitation coverage. In 2006, proportion of people with access to
improved sanitation is 81% in rural area, 88 % in urban and 84 % for the whole country.

Porcaniage of Population Access to Sanitation
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According to progress report, population accessed to safe water supply was also
increased from 63.1% in 1999 to 76.1% in 2003.
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HIV/ AIDS Prevention

181.

182.

183.

184.

AIDS is the disease of national concern and it is one of the priority diseases of the
National Health Plan of M yanmar. The National AIDS Programme (NAP) includes
HIV/AIDS prevention and care activities in coordination with related Ministries and
NGOs, both national and international, and UN Agencies.

Health Education is one of the fundamental activities for raising awareness about HIV/
AIDS and has been implementing aiming at the general as well as targeted population,
including youth and women, as high-risk populations. Different types and forms of
mass media, including folk-media, print media, have been used with the assistance of
the Ministry of Health, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), UN agencies, private
sector, and related public organizations for increased perception of HIV/AIDS.

For students, adolescents and youth, School-based Healthy Living and HIV/AIDS
Prevention Education Programme (SHAPE) has been implemented in collaboration
with the National AIDS Programme and School and Adolescent Health Project under
the Department of Health, Department of Education Planning and Training and UNICEF,
since 1998 to 1999. Beginning with (30) townships, it has now been expanded to (137)
townships. Based on SHAPE, National Life skills Curriculum was also introduced in
1998 and has now been expanded to the whole nation.

For out-of-school adolescents and youths, community-based HIV/AIDS and drug abuse
prevention and education activities as well as peer education programmes are being
implemented in coordination with national NGOs, such as the Myanmar Red Cross
Society, Myanmar Maternal of Churches, Pyinnya Tazaung and international NGOs,
such as Medecins du Monde, World Vision International and Save the Children.

Prevention of mother to child transmission (PMCT )

185.

186.

187.

The Ministry of Health in partnership with UNFPA and UNICEF, has embarked on
the Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV (PMCT ) Programme by
administering Nevirapine to HIV-infected pregnant women since 2000 in Myanmar.

After conducting initial assessments and taken into account of the fact that 70% of
country’s population resides in rural areas, communit y based PMC T programme
has been introduced.Currently, there are a total of (89) townships with ongoing PMCT
activities.

Institutional based PMCT services were made available to those women receiving AN
care at these institutions since 2003, and currently there are a total of (37) hospitals with
ongoing institutional based PMCT programme.



188.

189.

During 2005 alone, (69,440) pregnant women did HIV testing and 629 HIV positive
mother- baby pairs received Nevirapine.

Several NGOs, including
Myanmar Maternal and Child
Welfare Association (MMCWA),
the Myanmar Red Cross Society

(MRCS), CARE, Save the
Children- US, Save the Children-
UK, World Vision, Marie Stopes
International (MSI), and Medicins
du Monde (MdM), have been
implementing programmes with
adolescent health components - IEI EI '
in a number of townships. e El a r—y
programme, Aedes free school
programme and health promoting
school programme with the aim

to establish model schools in
various townships in all states and
divisions.
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Programmes implemented by Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association
(MMCWA).

190.

191.

192.

193.

The Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association (MMCWA) has been providing

health care services to expectant mothers under Safe Motherhood Initiative program at
the (112) maternity clinics owned by the association. It is also providing immunization
services, distributing iron and folate supplementation and iodized salt and also conduct
health talks on nutrition promotion and cooking demonstration on nutritious food.

The Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association (MMCWA) has operated
construction and staffing of maternity waiting home in (5) selected townships and
collaboration with UNFPA in 2006 to allow rural women greater access for safer and
timely delivery. These are planned to extend this activities to cover more township in
2007. Auxiliary mid-wife trainings are being conducted for (6) months course. These are
conducting in all states and division under the guidance of MMCWA.

To prevent pre -natal mother to child HIV transmission (PMCT ),MMCWA endeavors
to increase access to prevention of mother to child transmission (PMTC) through its
maternity homes in collaboration with National AIDs program of MOH. In 2006,PMCT
projects has been launched in (5) selected townships and one PMCT center at the
central MMCWA. The agreement has been made to extend this program to cover more
townships in 2007.

MMCWA members have been oriented and trained to par ticipate in ser vices for
immunization of children against (6) major childhood diseases. Growth monitoring
program for under three children has been carried out in community based nutrition
centers and village food banks for supplementary feeding. (1,656) preschools, including
MMCWA center, are being established for overall development. In this program, the
activities are medical examination at the beginning of the school years, provision of care,
treatment and referral, preventive and educative talks to parents and guardians, training
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194.

for healthy life style practices and training for the preservation of cultural norms.

"

Immunization children for mass measles campaign

MMCWA is actively participating in the implementation of school health program
in cooperation with the Ministry of Health. They endeavors in the implementation of
tobacco- and narcotics-free school program, Aedes free school program and health
promoting school program with the aim to establish model schools and healthy children
in various townships in all states and divisions.

Children with Disabilities (CRC Art-23)
Relevancy with the Law

195.

Facts relating to the provision of the law were mentioned in the first national report.

Implementation

196.

197.

198.

199.

200.

201.

The Department of Social Welfare provides special school-based and community-based
rehabilitation services for the physically disabled, visually impaired, hearing impaired
and intellectually disabled children in and is trying to raise awareness among the
general public on disability issues in community-based rehabilitation.

Regarding the special school-based service, there are (5) government schools and (10)
NGO schools providing Educational and Rehabilitation Services.

For educational rehabilitation of disabled children, such as blind, deaf and intellectually
disabled children, primary level education is given in their schools and secondary level
education is given under the Education for All system in basic education schools.

For vocational rehabilitation, pre -vocational training such as handicraft, baking are
provided. Massaging, cane weaving, and wool knitting skills and computer training are
provided for visually impaired persons. For hearing impaired and physically disabled
persons, tailoring, embroidery, computer and silk screen printing trainings are provided.

At the schools for all deaf run by government and NGOs, sign language trainings are
given to the teachers from the Basic Education Department every year. Sign Language
Dictionar y volumes I and II have been published with the approval of the Myanmar
Education Committee.

Regarding Community Based Rehabilitation (CBR), vocational trainings for the hearing

impaired persons are provided. The CBR programs for physically disabled persons
include home-based rehabilitation, such as physiotherapy exercises, formal education,
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and non- formal education. Moreover, income generating for the family, providing
nutrition, medical treatment and necessary facilities are being also carried out.

202. For PWDs’ par ticipation in spor ts competitions, the Myanmar Spor ts Federation for
Disabled Person has been established and is conducting annual local sports competitions
for the disabled. The International Day of Disabled Persons which falls on 3rd December
has been celebrated yearly as a national level ceremony and outstanding PWDs are
honoured.

203. The Department of Social Welfare is providing rehabilitation services for disabled
children in cooperation with NGOs’ schools for disabled. With the collaboration of
INGOs, such as Japan International Cooperation Agencies (JICA), Asia-Pacific Centre
of Disability (APCD), Enfants du Monde-Droits de L’Homme (EMDH), New Humanity
FOCSIV (Myanmar), the Department has provided rehabilitation services for disabled
children. In collaborating with JICA, 3- year project will be implemented to enhance the
capacity of the deaf community and awareness raising among general public. With
the collaboration of the Department of Social Welfare and JICA, the 3-year projects
which are to promote social participation of the deaf community and to implement
the Standardized Sign Language. This project is a great support for deaf community,
families, sign language interpreters, school for the deaf and deaf associations.

Social Security (CRC Art. 26)
Relevancy with the Law

204. The rights of children that can be enjoyed according to the Social Security Regulation
Article 52 (1) (d) is provided as follows:

(a) “’Pediatric care for newly born child of an insured woman for a period of not more
than six months after birth”.

(b) It is defined that in Myanmar Social Security Regulation Art. 141 (1) provides

that ¢ In case of death of an insured person resulting from an employment injury,
survivors’ pensions shall be paid to the following members of his family”
In Myanmar Social Security Regulation Art.-141 (1) (b) provides that “’ his legitimate
or illegitimate unmarried children legally adopted before the injury occurred, until
they have completed (13) years of age, or (16) years if they continue a course of
education considered satisfactory by the Board ( Orphan’s pension)’.

Implementation

205. Insured women workers registered under the Social Security Board have the right to
enjoy medical care during confinement, and pediatric care for new-born child of insured
women is given for a period of not more than six months after birth. If necessary, newly
born children are referred to children’s hospital where the cost of treatment is borne and
the cost of diapers is reimbursed by the Board.

206. According to Art. 141(b) of the Myanmar Social Security Regulation, in the case of death
of an insured worker resulted from injuries sustained while working, pension may be
paid to his/her child/children until they have reached (13) years of age, or (16) years of
age if they are continuing their education.

Living Standard (CRC Art. 27)
Relevancy with the Law
207. The Law for Development of Border Areas and National Races (1993) and the law
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amending the Law for Development of Border Areas and National Races (2006)have been
enacted and implemented in order for all regions in Myanmar to develop proportionately.

Implementation

208.

209.

210.

To raise the living standards of national races, the Ministry for Progress of Border
Areas and National races and Development Affairs has set the following objec tives
and implemented them;

(a) ensuring smooth and better transportation in the rural areas,
(b) securing water in the rural areas,

(c) uplift of the education standard of the rural people,

(d) uplift of health-care system for the rural people,

(e) development of the economy in the rural regions.

Moreover, (24) special development regions spanning (14) states and divisions have
been designated and developmental works have been carried out. These works include
reparation of roads and bridges, construction of roads connecting districts to districts and
urban water supply projects to provide safe drinking water to rural people.

Apart from providing basic needs, such as road transportation and safe drinking water,
construction of suitable accommodation for rural people, upgrading of small towns into
big towns, etc. have been systematically carried out for the improvement of health,
education, social and economic conditions of rural people. Moreover, model village
projects and housing complex projects are being systematically implemented for the
development of rural people.

211. The Ministry for Progress of Border Areas and National races and Development Affairs,

in collaboration with the UN agencies, International Organizations, Non-Governmental
Organizations, and neighboring countries, has also been working for the eradication of
poppy cultivation and substitute-crops cultivation and providing assistance to families
who have abandoned poppy cultivation.



Chapter(8)
Education, Leisure,
Recreation and

Cultural Activities
(CRC Art. 28, 29 and 31)

Education, Vocational education and guidance (CRC Art. 28 ) and Our Vision and
Educational Objectives (CRC Art. 29) Relevancy with the Law

212. It was mentioned comprehensively in the first national report.

Implementation
Our vision and Educational Objectives

213. The Ministr y of Education has been endeavouring for the educational development
effec tively in line with Our Vision of Education and Educational Objec tives for the
Development of Education in the Basic Education Sub-sector as well as in the Higher
Education Sub-sector.

Our Vision

To create an education system that can generate a learning society capable of facing
the challenges of the Knowledge Age.
Educational Objectives

(1) To ensure accessibility to education for all school age children and young
people,

(2) To promote quality of Myanmar education standard.

The Long-term Education Development Plan

214. Since 2001-02 FY, the Thirty-Year Long-Term Basic Education Development Plan
consisting of six five-year medium-term plans has been implemented with the following
ten broad programmes:

(a) Emergence of an education system for modernization and development,
(b) Completion of basic education by all citizens,

(c) Improvement of the quality of Basic Education,

(d) Oppor tunity for pre -vocational and vocational education at all levels of basic
education,

(e) Providing facilities for e-education and ICTs,

(f) Producing all-round developed citizens,

(g) Capacity building for educational management,

(h) Broader participation of the community in education,

(1) Expansion of non-formal education, and

(j) Development of educational research.

215. The target goals for completion of basic education for all citizens have been laid down
and implemented in the long-term plan. The expected targets are as follows:
(a) To ensure universal primary education by 2005-06,
(b) To ensure universal lower secondary education by 2015-16,
(c) To ensure universal upper secondary education by 2030-31.

Education for All

216. In line with the long-term education development plan and the framework of the
Dakar EFA Goals and working to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
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the Myanmar Education for All National Ac tion Plan (EFA-NAP) 2003-15 has been
formulated and implemented with the following six goals:
(a) Ensuring that significant progress is achieved so that all school-age children
have access to and complete free and compulsory basic education of good quality
by 2015,
(b) Improving all aspects of the quality of basic education — teachers, education
personnel and curriculum,
(¢) Achieving significant improvement in the levels of functional literacy and
continuing education for all by 2015,
(d) Ensuring that the learning needs of the young people and adults are met
through non-formal education, life skills and preventive education programmes,

(e) Expanding and improving comprehensive early childhood care and education, and

(f) Strengthening education management and EMIS.

Ensuring more Accessibility to Education
217. Expansion of basic education schools: More basic education schools have been opened

218.

219.

220.

nationwide in order to provide better and easier access to basic education for all school-
age children. The total number of basic education schools between 1988 and 2006 is
as follows:

No . Opened schools 1988 2006 increase %
1. High school 722 2,047 183.5
2. Middle school 1,696 2,605 53.6
3. Primary school 31,329 35,896 14.6
Total 33,747 40,548 20.1

Therefore, (3) out of (5) villages have basic education schools and there is one basic
education school within (1.4) miles in distance.

Education in Border Areas: Measures to provide educational opportunities to children
of national races in border areas have been taken since 1989-90. As a result, (185,552)
children are now studying in (1,034) schools.

Post-primary schools: Beginning from the 2001-02, suitable primary schools have
been upgraded to post-primary schools enabling to provide education up to Grade (8)
to students who have completed primary education to pursue middle school education.
The number of post-primary schools and students attending these schools are as follows:

No. Academic Year Post Primary School Students
1 2001-02 696 31,881
2 2002-03 2,401 134,711
3 2003-04 3,829 238,814
4 2004-05 4,736 303,171
5 2005-06 5,545 359,088
6 2006-07 5,935 419,387

As aresult of upgrading post-primary schools, the transition rate from the primary school
level to the middle school level was 68.5 percent in 2000-01 and increased to 78.35
percent in 2006-07.
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Expansion of affiliated schools and branch schools: To enable students to attend
higher classes in their existing schools and to increase the transition rates, schools have
been up-graded to higher level as affiliated schools or branch schools. As a result,
students have the opportunity to continue education of higher level at their existing
schools.

Pre -school Education: Since 1948, the Department of Social Welfare has been given
responsibility as a focal department for the development of children aged (3) to (5) years.
There are (65) pre-schools at present and (9,750) children are being nurtured in these
schools. These schools have been given technical supports and monitored by the DSW.
There are 813 self-help pre-schools, run by volunteer organizations, and being attended
by (40,650) children The measures taken by the DSW are as follows:

- Implementing of integrated Early Childhood and Development Project in

collaboration with the related departments, NGOs and UNICEF.

- Attending training workshops to collaborate and exchange experience and

techniques in the region.

- Developing ECCD curriculum and manual for using the whole nation and
formulating guideline for caring of children under 3 years old.

Developing rules and regulations for registration of day care centers and pre-schools.
Startlng from 2007, the DSW has been carrying out the community-based ECCD activities
according to the parental education program. There are 50 mother cycles looking after
(500) children under five years old at (5) townships in Bago (West), Sagaing, Magwe and
Yangon division.

A lovely dance of pre-primary school
children’s participation in art
competition

In 1998, the Ministry of Education developed the ECCD curriculum and Teachers’ Manual
in line with the Education Promotion Program and opened pre-primary classes in suitable
basic education schools. Up to now, there are (1,772) basic education schools with pre-
primary classes attended by (36,235) children. The Department of Educational Planning
and Training in collaboration with Pyin Nyar Ta Zaung, non-governmental organization,
is implementing ECCD project by opening Mother circles with the assistance of the
UNICEEF. In 2006, (1,000) mother circles are nurturing (10,000) children. The Ministry of
Education and UNICEF has been jointly implementing ECD project in (109) townships
up to now 2001.

Participation of pre-primary school children at poem reciting competition
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Activities carried out by non-governmental organizations: The ECCD activities are
also carried out by local NGOs and INGOs. The Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare
Association has been establishing pre-schools countrywide and nurturing children.
There were (821) pre-schools nurturing (30,476) children in 2001, but there were (1,656)
pre- schools and (62,440) children in 2006. Therefore, a total of (290,069) children have
been nurtured. The MMCWA is also carrying out activities for all round development
of children under five years of age, including nutritional program, vitamin A capsule
distribution, immunization, de-worming and personal hygiene activities.

The Pyin Nya Tazaung, local non-governmental organization, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education and UNICEEF is carrying out the ECD Network Project by forming
mother circles, publishing and distributing the IEC materials, such as illustrated books
and magazines for education of Early Childhood Care and Development.

226. The international non-governmental organizations, such as Save the Children (Myanmar)

227.

228.

229.

and World Vision (Myanmar), are also carrying out the community-based and family- based
ECCD programs in cooperation and collaboration with the Government Departments,
local NGOs and INGOs. From 1999 to 2005, community-based ECCD programs were
implemented by Save the Children (UK) at (46) villages in (11) project townships and
by Save the Children (US) also at (49) villages in (2) project townships. Between 2006
to 2009, (3) years short term project is implemented by Save the Children (Myanmar) in
collaboration with the Department of Social Welfare and the ECCD centers are opened
in remote and hard to reach areas for the poor children (age under 5). In order to get
access to Early Childhood Care and Education for under (5) year-old poor children in
these areas, (184) ECCD Centers are opened with (6000) (age under 5) who are poor
children in (9) townships. In addition to that, Save the Children (Myanmar) is providing
training for the community ECCD committee, carrying out parental education, giving
practice to ECCD management committees to enable them to take responsibility for
ECCD activities.

World Vision (Myanmar) also implements the ECCD activities by giving trainings
for volunteers and interested persons from villages, conducting awareness raising
workshop for ECCD at 22 townships in 10 States and Divisions. There are (122) ECCD
centers running by World Vision (Myanmar) and 4,943 children are being nurtured in
these centers.

Fur thermore, Faith Based Organizations, Social Service Organizations, Monasteries,
Christian Churches from urban areas and private schools are also implementing the
ECCD activities by opening (2,634) pre-schools with (145,153) children attending.
Totally, there are (8,124) pre-schools nurturing (316,849) children. In carrying out the
ECCD activities, out of over (7) million under (5) year-old children in the entire country,
the percentage of children who have access to pre-school education has increased from
10 % in 2002 to over 12.95 % in 2006. The extension and expansion of Early Childhood
Care and Education program will be continued in the whole country.

All School-age Children in
School Program: Beginning
from 1999-2000, the last week of
May is designated as a Whole-
Township -Enrollment Week and
enrollment activities have been
conduc ted in collaboration

Enrollment Week Activity



with the authorities concerned,
education personnel, the Union
Solidarity ~ and Development
Association, Myanmar Women'’s
Affairs Federation, Myanmar
Maternal and Child Welfares
Association, well-wishers and
Local Community as a National
mass Movement. As a result, the
enrollment rate of (5) year-old
children in Grade (1) increased
from 91 percent in 1999-2000
to 97.84 percent in 2006-07. The
rate of completion of primary
education increased from 43.5
per cent in 1999-2000 to 70.68
per cent in 2006-07.

Enrollment Week Activity

230. Collaboration with parents,
well- wishers and social
organizations: In accordance
with the All S chool-age
Children-in-School Project, the
Ministry of Education, Social
Welfare Organizations, local
communities and well-wishers
made donation of tex tbooks,
exercise  books,  stationery, Social organizations donate various
school uniforms and cash for educational materials
the needy children to attend the
schools at the Enrollment Day
Ceremonies as well as during
academic year. From 2002-03
to 2006-07, the value of cash and
kind is (3116.334) million kyats
in total.

231. To enable all school-age children
to go to school, M ater nal
and Child Welfare Association
made donation of text books,
stationery, school uniforms and
cash to needy children and
students to attend p re -primar y

schools, basic education schools ittt —

and universities from States and Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare
Divisions. From 2001 to 2006, Association donates text books for children
(876.06) million k yats wor th with disabilities

cash and k ind donation has
been made to (1,255.963).

232. More benches and chairs were needed because of the increasing number of students.
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Therefore, the benches and chairs were provided to middle schools and high schools by
the Ministry of Education totaling cash value of (144.91) million kyats and to primary
schools by the Union Solidarity and Development Association totaling cash value of
(407.972) million kyats.

Inclusive Education: To

enable ever y citizen to
complete basic education, the
inclusive education  program
was initiated in basic education
schools for those with intellec
tual  disabilities, physically
handicaps, visually impairment
and hearing impairment those T
having difficulty school, those T
who are members of socially A child with disability attends the school
excluded families, and those according to inclusive education
children who dropped  out
before = completing primary
education in accord with this
program, learning centers under
the non-formal education have
been opened for them.
During 2006-07, by the Inclusive Education program, (11,080) children were enrolled in
formal schools, (873) children were enrolled in the special schools for the blind and deaf,
(9,567) children were attending non-formal learning circles, totaling (21,520). Among
these children, 40.7 percent of girls have access to inclusive education.

Opening Mobile Schools:
Local authorities and social
organizations are collaborating
for the realization of the Mobile
Schools programs under which
teachers accompany  migrant
workers to provide education to
their children. During 2006-07,
there were (43) mobile schools
with (1,603) students in (15)
townships.

A teaching view at mobile schools

Special Program for Over-aged Children: With the aim to ensure that all school- age
children are in school, a special program for over-aged children is being implemented
in 2003-04 at the Basic Education Schools. The accelerated program enables children of
age 7+ or 8+ years to complete primary education in (3) years and those of age 9+ years
to complete primary education in (2) years. Between 2003-04 and 2006-07, (119,555)
over- aged children have opportunity to learn primary education.

236. Monastic Education: The role of the Monastic Education is also important for all school-

age children go to schools. The children who did not attend schools for various reasons
have been attending monastic schools where teaching is carried out in accordance with
the curriculum of basic education. In 2006-07, (184,749) children including novices and
nuns are studying at (1,291) monastic schools for basic education.
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Voluntary Night Schools: For out of school children and youths, communities opened
the voluntary night schools by the supervision of DSW. In 2006-07, (87) voluntary night
schools have been opened with (6066) primary students also by the supervision of MWAF
and MMCWA, the voluntary night school are opened. In 2006, the number of voluntary
night schools run by State and Division WAOs are (222) and (12535) students had access
to Basic Education in those schools.

Non-formal Education: In order to access to Basic Education for All, it is being
implemented not only by formal education sector but also non-formal education sector.
The Department of Myanmar Education Research is implementing non-formal education
activities such as basic literacy and continuing education for out of school children,
youth and adults by carrying out and opening the literacy circles and community learning
centers. The youth (15 to 24)Literac y rate in 1990 is 80.9% and it is increased to 96.8%
in 2005.MMCWA is also implementing Non-formal Education activities by opening
basic literacy learning circles, reading circles, libraries, community learning centers.
In 2001, there were (3177) basic literacy learning circles, (2733) reading circles, (553)
libraries and (25) community learning centers. However, in 2006, there were (6467) basic
literacy circles, (6747) reading circles, (20484) libraries and (927) community learning
centers. Thus, from 2001 to 2006, (496278) illiterates become literates who got basic
literacy skills.

Ensuring Quality of Basic Education

239.

240.

Upgrading curricula and syllabuses: To upgrade curricula and syllabus of the basic
education, curricula and syllabus have been modified and also being taught beginning
from 1998-99. In order to revise and upgrade to that of international level, seminar on
upgrading of the curricula and syllabus for upper secondary level was held in 2006,
and according to the decision of that seminar, the upper secondary level syllabuses and
contents are revised and upgraded. The revised syllabus and contents were discussed at
the Basic Education Seminar (2007) and are being finalized to be introduced in 2008-09.

Extension of teaching Life Skills Subjects: In order to get skills for solving the problems
faced in human society and for right decision making, the Life Skills Subjec ts were
introduced to teach in primary level in 1998-99, and in secondary level in 2000-01. In
this Life Skills Subject, there are five keys areas such as Healthy Body Prevention of
Diseases, Skills needed for life, Mental Health and Preservation of Environment. In line
with the modernization, the primary Life skills curriculum is reviewed and revised by
the Department of Educational Planning and Training in collaboration with UNICEF in
2004. In 2006, the Life skills Education is implemented by using revised curriculum in
(144) townships. Yearly, the new townships will be identified to implement with new
revised curriculum to be covered the whole nation.

241. The Teaching of Human Right Education Lessons: To understand the right to get based

on their age level and responsibilities related to those rights by the students and to practice
them, the Human Right Education Lessons have been taught as a portion of Moral and
Civic Subject in lower and upper secondary level starting 2004-05. The Human Right
Education Lessons are developed focusing on the five key areas(a)Knowledge about
right,(b)Values and attitudes for individual, development for respect to rights,(c)Civic
responsibilities,(d)Legal framework,(e) Peace Education.By learning the Human Right
Education Lessons the students can have the right to express their thinking,opinions,
concepts to ask each other, to discuss in groups, to present, to participate, to solve the
problems and to learn by doing freely. The teaching method is mainly focused on using
5 senses as well as child center approach.
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Change of teaching and assessment methods: In order to promote children’s initiative,
creative, analytical skills, critical thinking and problem solving skills, Child-centered
Approach have been adopted since 2004-05. Moreover, beginning of 1992, the Continuous
Assessment and Progression System was conducted instead of examination-centered
system to promote quality of education.

Upgrading teachers’ quality: Before 1998, there were only in-service trainings for
teachers who were uncertified in service. Starting from 1998, all training colleges and
schools for teachers have been upgraded to Education Colleges introducing pre -service
teacher training courses, in-service teacher training courses and refresher courses to
ensure high teacher qualities. Besides, senior teachers are produced as well-trained
teachers, and Master’s and Ph.D. courses are provided at the three institutes of education.

To narrow the teaching quality gap between the teachers of urban and rural schools,
refresher courses for senior assistant teachers of English, Mathematics and Physics were
conducted in summer 2006 at the (30) Universities and Degree Colleges and all together,
(6,857) teachers were trained to become well-qualified teachers. And then, refresher
course for teachers of Chemistry, Biology and Economics was conducted in summer
2007 at (34) Universities and Degree Colleges, training (5,374).

To improve teaching and learning quality of primary teachers and junior teachers in the
whole nation, from Januar y to August 2007, central level instructors training courses,
refresher courses and multiplier courses were conducted. By these courses (171587)
primary teachers and (57558) junior teachers have been trained well. Thus, the quality
of almost all of Basic Education Teachers has been improved.

Child Friendly Schools Project (CFS): To have access to quality basic education to
all schools going age children and complete basic education by all children, the Child
Friendly School Project is being implemented by Ministry of Education in collaboration
with UNICEF. Starting from 2001, Child Friendly School Project was implemented
in (19) townships and then yearly extended to implement as (21) townships each in
2002 and 2003, (13) townships in 2005 and (20) townships in 2007. Totally, Child
Friendly School Project has been implemented in (94) townships up to now. To become
Child friendly Schools, the project is conducted by focusing on (5) key dimensions
such as, inclusiveness, effectiveness, Healthy, safe and protective environment.Gender
sensitiveness and responsiveness and participation. For the implementation of the Child
Friendly Schools Project the various trainings concerned with CFS for primary teachers
from the project townships, the capacity building trainings for instructors. Townships
Education Officers, PTA Members and Community Members are being conducted.
The provision of teaching and learning materials for students, distribution of training
manuals and handouts, the renovation of classrooms in border area child friendly schools
are also carried out by the project.

Strengthening morale and discipline: Since 1999-2000, the Union Spirit and patriotic
spirit and to obey laws, rules and regulations, lessons on physical education, sports and
aesthetic education (Arts and Music) have been taught to enhance awareness and
follow discipline and moral.



Chapter(9) Children in Need of
Special Protection

Children in difficult circumstances (Art. 22)
248. There is no refugee children in Myanmar.

Children in Armed Conflict (CRC Art. 38)
Relevancy with the Law

249. Myanmar Tatmadaw is an organization of those who have joined on voluntary basis. The

rules and regulations for the recruitment of new soldiers have been in place since 1947,
and at present the Military Orders with respect to the recruitment of new soldiers, such as
the War Office Council Directives No. 13/73, 8/74 and 8/75 of are followed. It is strictly
restricted to accept the following as new recruits;

(a) Must be a Myanmar citizen,

(b) Must attain (18) years old and beyond (25) years old,
(c) Must be healthy according to the regulations of military service,
(d) Must be qualification of education.

250. Moreover, the Committee for the Prevention of Military Recruitment of Under-age Children

consisting (10) members was established on 5 January 2004 with the Secretary (1) of the
State Peace and Development Council and the Adjutant General as its Chairman, and
adopted the three objectives, which are as follows:

(a) To prevent forced recruitment of under-age children as soldiers.

(b) To protect the interests of under-age children; and

(c) To ensure strict compliance with the orders and instructions with respect to the
protection of under-age children.

Implementation

251. Inorder to implement the above objectives, a Task Force comprising (4) cabinet ministers

252.

has been formed and a plan of action has been formulated. A Working Committee for
the Prevention of Military Recruitment of Under-age Children was also formed on 10-2-
2007 for more effective implementation. The (8) member Working Committee is headed
by the Director of the Directorate of Military Strength of the Ministry of Defence.

Since its inception in 2004 and until 2006, the Committee has handed over to respective
parents/guardians (122) under-age, (268) ineligibles and (177) medical unfits, totaling
(567) who were already attending basic military trainings.

253. Actions have been taken against perpetrators of ineligible recruitments — (17) including

254.

one Warrant Officer in 2002, four including one Sergeant in 2003 and five soldiers
including one Major in 2006, totaling (27) officers and other ranks.

The Committee has also cooperated with UN Agencies, including UNICEF, as follows:
- Observation visit and briefing sessions each at No.1 and No.2 Military Recruitment
Centres in 2004,

- Observation visit and briefing sessions on the issuance of national registration cards
at Sitpin Kwin village and Myaing Tharyar model village at Thanlyin Township,
Yangon Division in 2005,

- Briefing sessions for foreign military attaches at Military Guest-house, No.20 Inya
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Road, followed by an observation visit to No(1) Basic Military Training Camp and
No(1) Military Recruitment Centre,
- Observation visit and briefing session at No (2) Military Recruitment Centre in 2006.

255. The Chairman of the Committee and Secretary (1) of the State Peace and Development
Council explained to the Ambassadors, Resident Representatives of UN agencies and
responsible officials from INGOs about the activities of the Committee at the Tatmadaw
Guest-house, No.20, Inya Road on 6 February 2007, followed by a visit to the Recruitment
Centre No (1) and Basic Military Training Camp No(1).

Children in conflict with the Law (CRC Art. 40)
Relevancy with the Law

256. The rights of children who have violated the law were mentioned in the first national
report and matters concerning court proceedings for legal action against children were
mentioned in the second national report.

Implementation

257. In order to implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Child Law
was promulgated in 1993. In accordance with Section 3(f) of the Child Law, juvenile
offences are tried separately with the objective of reforming the character of such children.
Juvenile courts have been established in Yangon and Mandalay, and the judges in other
townships have been entrusted with special powers to try juvenile cases, proceedings of
which are to be conducted in a separate building. In Myanmar, the number of cases tried
by juvenile courts up to 2001- 2006 are as follows;

Sr. No. Year Number of cases Number of offenders Male Female

1 2001 1137 1237 983 254
2 2002 1347 1446 1157 289
3 2003 1142 1389 1103 286
4 2004 1096 1233 1015 218
5 2005 1094 1225 1011 214
6 2006 1130 1120 938 182

Total 6946 7650 6207 1443

258. A national level juvenile justice workshop was conducted with the collaboration of
UNICEF on 12-13 July, 2004, and was attended by relevant Departments, INGOs and
NGOs related to juvenile justice. As a result of the workshop, the Juvenile Justice Inter-
Agency Working Group was formed and monthly meetings of it have been held regularly.
Furthermore, training courses on child protection and juvenile justice were provided
to personnel from relevant departments, including judges, police, prison officers and
officers from the Social Welfare Department. From 2005 to 2006, (4) training courses
for the police, (6) for the general administrative staff, one for the municipal staff and
one for the staffs of various Departments were conducted, totaling (12) training courses.

259. Inaccordance with section 40(a) of the Child Law, the Supreme Court has established one
special Juvenile Court each for Yangon metropolitan area covering (20) townships and
Mandalay metropolitan area covering 5 townships. For other townships, in accordance
with the Section 40(b), the Supreme Court issued the Notification Number 25/93 on
29-7-1993 by which the township judges are vested with the power to try juvenile cases.
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Arrangements have been made for separate court building and places for juvenile cases.

Before court proceedings can be started, the child concerned is looked after by the
training school and, where there is no training school, the child is looked after by the
Child Protection Sub-Committee or Township Organization for Women’s Affairs or a
police officer of lieutenant rank the lowest.

261. As township judges have attended advance training courses conducted by the Supreme

Court, workshops and symposiums on Child Law, they are well trained in the fields
of Juvenile Justice System and awareness programmes relating to the child rights.
Moreover, they have been attending regularly in-service training courses according to
the Judge Education Norms. These training courses cover the Juvenile Justice System
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Beijing Rules, Riyadh Guideline and the
United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty (JDL). The
Supreme Court also successfully organized a National Workshop on Juvenile Justice and
Child Protection jointly with the UNICEF from 12 to 13 July 2004 at the Sedona Hotel,
Yangon.

Drug abuse (CRC Art. 33)
Relevancy with the Law

262.

Sec tion 32(g) of the Child Law prescribes that a child who uses narcotic drugs or
psychotropic substance shall be considered a child in need of protection and care.
Section 33(a) also prescribes that whoever is of the opinion that the State should provide
protection and care to a certain child who uses narcotic drugs or psychotropic substance
and is in need of protection and care may intimate the relevant social welfare officer
stating the facts of the case.

Implementation

263. The Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control has been carrying out measures to prevent

264.

265.

266.

children from drug abuse. During the reporting period, although children who are of a
perver ted character and also in conflict with the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law are being sentenced to a death or transportation for life, sentence of
imprisonment shall not exceed a term of (7) years according to the Child Law. However,
with the aim of the best interests of the child, children are being sent to any training
school for youths under the Department of Social Welfare to reform their character.

Myanmar has been implementing (15) year Drug Eradication Plan (1999 to 2014). The
New Destiny Project, part of the (15) year Drug Eradication Plan, was started in April
2002. The target of this plan is to totally eradicate poppy cultivation by 2004 and crops
substitution. Itis estimated to spend (117.28) million kyats and the crop substitution has
been done in 92.48 percent of an estimated area of (10,581) hectares.

UNODC’s 2005 annual report mentions that poppy cultivation in Myanmar declines
60 per cent during 2001 to 2005. narcotics. The UN Counter Narcotics and Crime (CNC)
also reported that both poppy cultivation and opium production declined 80 percent
during 1996 to 2004. These reports testify that Myanmar’s drug eradication efforts have
resulted in significant success.

Moreover, Special Region (4) of Monglar, Kokant and northern Shan State, special region
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of Wa were announced drug-free regions in 1997, 2003 and 2005 respectively.

Since 1998, confiscated narcotic drugs have been burned yearly. The total value of
destroyed narcotics till 2006 is US$ 436 million in current price.

Protection from abuse and neglect ( CRC Art. 19)
Relevancy with the Law

268.

269.

Regarding the protection of children from abuse and neglect, section 13(c) of the Child
Law prescribes that, a child shall be given the opportunity of making a complaint, being
heard and defend himself or herself in the relevant government department, organization
or court either personally or through a representative in accordance with Law in respect
of his rights.

To protect the child from abuse and torture, section 32(d) of the Child Law specifically
prescribes that a child in need of protection and care is one who is in the custody of a
cruel or wicked parents or guardian.

270. Penalties for offences regarding the abuse and torture of children are prescribed in section

271.

65(a) of the Child Law, “ Whoever commits any of the following acts shall on conviction
be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to (6) months or with a
fine which may extend to kyats (1,000), or with both.” “employing or permitting a child
to perform work which is hazardous to the life of the child or which may cause disease
to the child or which is harmful to the child’s moral character.

Section 66(d) of the Child Law prescribes that willful maltreatment of a child, with the
exception of a kind of admonition by a parent, teacher or person having the right to
control the child for the good of the child, shall be punished with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to (2) years or with fine which may extend to kyats (10,000), or
with both. Necessary measures have now been taken to amend this provision, willfully
maltreating a child, physically abuse, sexually abuse, exploitation by parent, teacher
(or) guardian.

Implementation

272.

273.

274.

In Myanmar, regarding abuse and neglect on children, not only provisions are enacted
in Child Law but also practices are being taken. Awareness training courses on prohibition
of all kinds of child abuse for the staffs of the institutions and those who are involved in
taking care of children have been conducted.

The Ministry of Education issued instructions in 2000 to the Departments of Basic
Education and Township Education Officers in order to prevent children from physical
and emotional abuse and corporal punishment. All Basic Education Schools have been
following the instructions since then.

The personnel concerned working for child protection were sent to the East Asia and
Pacific Regional Consultation on Violence against Children held on 14-16 June, 2005,
in Bangkok, Thailand. Besides the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement,
in collaboration with UNICEF, a workshop on violence against children was conducted
on 19-20 October, 2006, in Yangon, Myanmar. The Government organizations, NGOs,
INGOs and other relevant persons attended the workshop.



Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse of children (CRC Art. 34)
Relevancy with the Law
275. In this regard, Child Law, 1993, prescribes the following:

“Section 66(a); neglecting knowingly that a girl under his guardianship, who has
not attained the age of (16) is earning a livelihood by prostitution,

Section 66(b); permitting a child under his guardianship to live together or to
consort with a person who earns a livelihood by prostitution,

Section 66(f); using the child in pornographic cinema, video, television of
photography, whoever commits any of the following acts shall, on
conviction be punished with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to (2) years or with fine which may extend to kyats (10,000)
of with both.”

276. Furthermore, the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law prescribes the followings:

“Section 26; Whoever is guilty of any of the following acts shall, on conviction be
punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend from a minimum of (3) years
to a maximum of (7) years and may also be liable to a fine.

(a) adopting or marrying fraudulently for the purpose of committing trafficking in
persons,

(b) causing obtaining unlawfully the necessary documentary evidence documents
or seal for enabling a trafficked victim to depart from the country or enter into
the country.

Section 27; whoever is guilty of making use arranging with a trafficked victim the

purpose of pornography shall, on conviction be punished with imprisonment for a

term which may extend from a minimum of (5) years to a maximum of (10) years

and may also be

liable to a fine.”

Implementation

277. Sexual exploitation of children has been given special attention. Measures have been
taken to protect children in accordance with the Child Law 1993. Concerning child
protection, police officials have been trained and assigned to different States and Divisions
to surveillance tourist from abusing and exploiting children and tourism related crimes
while ensuring their safety.”

278. Relating to sexual exploitation and abuse of children, the Ministry of Hotels and Tourism,
in cooperation with the Australia-based Child Wise Tourism Organization, has conducted
(5) workshops for the staffs of relevant Ministries. Similarly, the Ministry of Home
Affairs since 2005 has conduc ted (2) workshops in cooperation with the British
Criminal Investigation Department and (6) workshops in cooperation with UNICEF to
enhance their knowledge and capacities on suppressing trafficking.

279. Under the leadership of the Ministry of Home Affairs, an international seminar on the
Rights of the Child was held four times; twice at the Sedona Hotel, Yangon, in November
2001 and in July 2002, once each in Mawlamyaing in February 2003 and in Myitkyina in
February 2003.

280. In collaboration with the Ministry of Home Affairs and the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism, IEC materials were disseminated as part of the prevention of sexual abuse on
children. In this regard, the directory of ASEAN Tourism, posters, pamphlets and stories



281.

have been published. In 2006, the Ministry of Home Affairs conducted research training
on studying the situation of sexual abuse on children. Technical workshops were held for
the National Plan on sexual abuse of children.

Through the public awareness workshops on the Child Law, child abuse, neglect and
exploitation conducted in cooperation between the Department of Social Welfare and
UNICEF in States / Divisions, Districts and Townships, members of the CRC and the
social organizations have been educated. From 2002 to 2006, these workshops were held
in (16) States/ Divisions, (24) Districts and (127) townships.

282. In 2004, a workshop on commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking was held in Yangon.

283.

The attendants were representatives from governmental organizations, NGOs, UN
agencies, such as UNICEF, UNIAP and INGOs and programmes related to prevention,
protection and rehabilitation were laid down.

Social rehabilitation services are provided for sexually abused children being looked
after at the institutions under the Department of Social Welfare.

Sale, Trafficking and Abduction of Children (CRC Art. 35)
Relevancy with the Law

284.

285.

In order to combat trafficking in persons in Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS),
countries comprising Cambodia, China, Laos PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam
the Memorandum on *“ Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against Trafficking —
COMMIT” was signed on 24 October, 2004 in Yangon, Myanmar and measures on anti-
trafficking have been implemented. Myanmar has become a member country signing
on United Nations Convention against Transational Organized Crime- UNCTOC on 30
March, 2004, Protocal to Prevent Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially
Women and Children — TIP Protocol against smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and
Air- Som Protocol to effectively combat and take action on the offences of trafficking
in Persons, the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law was enacted on 13, September, 2005
focusing on combating trafficking.

This Law provides in details for the formation of a Central Body and its functions and
duties; of working groups; the protection of the rights of trafficked victim; the special
protection of trafficked victims, women, children and youth; repatriation, reintegration
and rehabilitation; establishment of the fund; and penalties for offences. With respect to
the trafficked women and children, it states as follows:-

“Section 24. Whoever is guilty of trafficking in person especially women, children and
youth shall on conviction be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend
from a minimum of (10) years to a maximum imprisonment for life and may also be
liable a fine.

Section 25. Whoever is guilty of trafficking in persons other than women, children and
youth shall on conviction be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend
from a minimum of (5) years to a maximum of (10) years and may also be liable to a fine.”

286. Inaccordance with the TIP Law, trafficking is identified as a serious crime and a maximum

287.

penalty is death sentence. Moreover, protection, assistance, compensation for trafficked
victims and establishment of the fund are prescribed in the law.

Myanmar has enacted the Control of Money Laundering law in 2002 and the Mutual
Assistance in Criminal Matters law in 2004 for cooperation in judicial matters in the
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region, which are related to the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law.

Implementation

288.

To cooperate in the activities of Anti-Trafficking in Persons in all its aspects, Myanmar
has laid down a five-year National Plan of Action based on five technical strategies,
such as policy and cooperation, prevention, prosecution, protection, rehabilitation and
capacity building.

289. Astrafficking in persons has a negative impact on Myanmar values, prestige and integrity,

290.

291.

292.

293.

294.

295.

combating trafficking has been designated as a national task. As most of the trafficked
vic tims are from vulnerable groups, par ticularly women and children, education
programmes were carried out throughout the country in 2001 in order to prevent illegal
travels to abroad. Repatriation centres have been set up to receive trafficked victims
and measures relating to repatriation and rehabilitation are carried out. After replacing
the illegal migrants from foreign countries, Anti-Trafficking Task Force has identified
whether trafficked victims or not and carried out the follow-up services if they are victims.

‘The Trafficking in Persons Prevention Committee was formed in 2002 to take more
effective legal measures against trafficking in persons. Similar committees have been
formed at the state/division, district, township and ward/ village track levels.

To effec tively implement the Anti-traffick ing in Persons Law, the Central Body for
Suppression of Trafficking in Persons was formed on 11 February, 2006. It is chaired by
the Minister for Home Affairs and comprises of the Deputy Attorney General as Deputy
Chairman, the Deputy Minister of Home Affairs, the Deputy Minister of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement, the Director General of Myanmar Police Force as Secretary and
heads ofrelevant Government Departments and Organizations, representatives from the
Non- Governmental Organizations and relevant experts as members.

Protocol between the Ministry of Home Affairs of the Union of Myanmar and the
Ministry of Public Security of the People’s Republic of China on Cooperation in Border
Areas was signed on 12 December, 2001. Summary of the important facts from this
protocol that are being carried out has been noted down at the First Ministerial Meeting
of two countries. An Agreement on Myanmar—China Transnational Crime and Peace and
Tranquility in Cross- border was signed on 15 January, 2005 and the two countries have
been cooperating in this regard.

In order to undertake comprehensive measures for the overall development and personal
safety of women, the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation(MWAF) was formed on 20
December, 2003 and, since then, it has been working towards prevention of women and
children from being trafficked.

The Department of Social Welfare is under taking physical and mental rehabilitation
programs for trafficked women and children who are transferred back from foreign
countries. In so doing, victims are provided with necessary health care, social counseling,
formal education and vocational training.

A total number of (34) children, consisting of a boy and (33) girls under (18) years
of age, were repatriated between 2004 to 2006 and (29) of them have been sent back
home. Five girls, whose families were unable to take care of them, were accepted by the
Department of Social Welfare. Four of these girls have being provided formal education



at the Training School for Girls (Yangon) and the other one has been looked after and
given 3Rs and vocational training at the Vocational Training Center for Women, Yangon.

296. As part of preventive measures, information on the nature and modes of human trafficking
are being disseminated widely and discussions and educational sessions together with
counseling teams have been conducted. Rehabilitation-related activities for returnees,
including providing advice, rehabilitation programs, health care and sending the returnees
back to their families, follow-up programmes are in close cooperation with other NGOs
and INGOs.

297. In order to emphasize on trafficking in persons, the Department against Transnational
Crimes (DTC ) of the Myanmar Police Force, in collaboration with ARCPPT Projec
t implemented under the agreement signed between the governments of Australia and
Myanmar, formed strong anti-trafficking unit in 2004 with police officials. Similarly,
members of task force trained by internationally recognized experts are assigned to (9)
major and border towns like Muse, Tachileik, Myawaddy, Mawlamyaing, Kawthoung,
Bhamo, Kalaay, Mandalay and Yangon and high risk areas to suppress trafficking.

298. The Department of Social Welfare has been carrying out programmes on repatriation
and rehabilitation in collaboration with the Myanmar Women'’s Affairs Federation, UN
agencies such as UNICEF and UNIAP, INGOs such as World Vision (Myanmar) and
SC(UK). Trafficked women and children are being brought back by contacting with
the cooperation of the foreign countries concerned. For repatriation and rehabilitation
purposes, education, counseling and vocational training are also being provided, and
returnees are reintegrated into the society. In addition, trainings are being given to the staffs
from the Department of Social Welfare to repatriate the trafficked women and children
systematically. (21) education programmes were conducted under the sponsorship of
Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation from 2001 to 2006. The Department of Social
Welfare conducted four training courses with the collaboration of UNIAP.

299. During 2006, there were altogether (32) trafficked victims, including (9) children under
(6) years and (23) children under (18) years of age, (5) under (6) years and (23) under
(18) years of which were transferred back to Myanmar. Trafficked children under (6)
years of age are (8) from China and (2) from Thailand and under (18) years are (14) from
China and (9) from Thailand.

300. The Ministr y of Home Affairs has planned to organize special police force for child
protection under Myanmar Police Force in collaboration with UNICEF;
(a) To assist for protection of child rights in accordance with the Convention on the

Rights of the Child and Child Law,
(b) To protect violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation on children,
(c) To protect children in conflict with the law in line with the Child Law,
(d) To provide assistance for the correction of delinquent and street children.

301. Myanmar has been striving for the advancement of women, including the girl-child, by
establishing the Myanmar National Committee for Women’s Affairs in 1996 and the
Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation in 2003.

302. All round development of the girl- child adopted at the Four th World Conference on
Women held in Beijing, has been carried out as a specific area of the said activities.
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303. Although violence against women including the girl-child is not a big issue in Myanmar,
research work as well as preventive measures for violence against women in the society
and family, sexual exploitation, physical and mental violence have been undertaken by
the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation as follows:

(a)

Since girls are constituted as the strength of future Myanmar, in order to achieve
the true vision, right ideas and concept, in order to be protected against various
forms of violence and it’s consequences which will hinder their advancement as
well as in order to develop the physical, mental and moral character, workshops and
educational talks are being carried out continuously.

Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federatlon holds advocacy talk

(b) In the light of trafficking in women and children problem is constituted as the

global issue, to prevent Myanmar women against this process, Myanmar Women’s
Aftairs Federation is carrying out the preventive measures such as awareness raising
from the media, convening talks on the nature of trafficking, raising the morality
so as to resist against the persuasion of the traffickers and the consequences
of trafficking. Additionally Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation is providing
physical and mental rehabilitation of the victims, reintegration of the victims to
the family providing health care, counseling, vocational training, providing fund for
investment, seeking for jobs and reunification of the victims to their families and the
follow-up services.

Holding educational talk for Ant1 -Trafficking

Working Children (CRC Art. 32)

Relevancy with the Law

It was already mentioned in the 2nd  National Report relating to the implementation
of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding the protection of
working children in Myanmar.

304.



305.

306.

307.

Working Children are protected according to the provisions of the existing labour laws
such as the Factories Act, 1951 and the Leave and Holidays Act, 1951.

Legal provisions of the Factories Act, 1951 are as follows:

“Section 36(1) No woman, adolescent or child shall be employed in any factory to
lift, carry or move any load so heavy as to be likely to cause injury.
Section 52(a)  Specify the operation and declare it to be dangerous;

Section 52(b)  Prohibit or restrict the employment of women, adolescents or
children in the operation.

Section 75 No child who has not completed his required or allowed to work in
any factory.

Section 79(1)  No child shall be employed or permitted to work in any factory:-

(a) for more than four hours in any day; and
(b) between the hours of 6 p.m and 6 a.m.”

Legal provisions of the Shops and Establishments Act, 1951 are as follows:-

“Section 8(1)  No young person who has not attained the age of (13) years shall be
required or permitted to work in any shop, commercial establishment
or establishment for public entertainment.

Section 8(2)  The President may fix an hour beyond which young persons who
have not attained the age of (18) years shall be allowed to work
in any shop, commercial establishment or establishment for public
entertainment.”

Implementation

308.

309.

310.

Working hours, leave of absence, holidays and other entitlements for working children
in Myanmar are mentioned in the Factories Act and the Shops and Establishments Act.
Relating to minimum working age, children under (13) years of age are restricted to be
employed in factories. Children from (13) to (15) years of age must obtain a certificate
of fitness from a certifying surgeon to work in a factory. No child shall be permitted
to work in factories between (6) p.m. and (6) a.m and for more than four hours a day.
The Ministry of Labor has been monitoring the compliance of these restrictions.
Furthermore, it is also monitoring that children under (18) years of age are not allowed
for labor registration and submission for appointment in accordance with the procedure
under the Employment and Training Act, 1950, and the Employment Restriction Act,
1959.

As in other societies, children in Myanmar usually take part in their family household
business although the types of work and their roles may differ, such as cleaning, cooking,
baby sitting, helping at farms and contributing in family businesses.

By participating in family house -hold business, they learn various skills and sense
of responsibility and dignity of work. Parents can also teach their children such skills.
There has a difference between child workers and such the above children. Some of
children have occasionally participated in shops, factories and services for family income
generating if necessary.
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Exploited Children (CRC Art. 36)
Relevancy with the Law

311. To prevent other kinds of exploitation regardless of CRC 32, 33, 34, and 35, section
16(a) of the Child Law prescribes that “In order that every child shall not be subjected to
arbitrary infringement ofhis honor, personal freedom and security, relevant Government
departments and organizations shall provide protection and care in accordance with the
Law”.

Implementation

312. Some children have to work to help or earn for their families, mostly in farms and not
in dangerous worksites. They are protected from exploitation and abuse in accordance
with the Child Law.

313. Therefore, children learn skills and sense of responsibility. Some work in shops, worksites
and factories. They are protected by the Labor Act:,1951, the Factories Act,:1951, and
the Leave and Holiday Act,1936.

Rehabilitation of Children in Need of Special Protection
(CRC Art. 39)

Relevancy with the Law

314. In order that the children may fully and equally enjoy their rights, section 26 of the
Child Law provides as follows:

“’(a) the Government depar tments and organizations shall per form their respective
functions as far as possible,
(b) voluntary social workers or non-governmental organizations also may carry out
measures as far as possible, in accordance with the Law.”

Implementation

315.  For abused and exploited children
who are in need of protection from the
Government, the Department of Social
Welfare has established (8) training
schools for boys and girls to provide
physical and mental rehabilitationser
vices and reintegration programme.
(1,298) children are being taken care
for all round development. In doing
s0, they are given formal education and
vocational education and returned to
parents/guardians and reintegration
programmes are implemented. In
addition, (13,836) children are being
looked afterin (158) Youth Development
Centres.

The girl-child are learning vocational education
at Training School for Girls under DSW

316. The Department of Social Welfare is also focusing on rehabilitation for persons with
disabilities. For the rehabilitation, specialized training schools have been established for
the physically handicapped, visually handicapped, hearing handicapped and mentally
retarded — two schools for the blind, a school for the deaf, a vocational training school
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317.

for the disabled adults and a school for disabled children.

(27) youth development training schools have been established for the children in border
areas to enable them to have access to education. (34) women vocational training schools
have also been set up to provide vocational trainings to girl-children. The Nationalities
Youth Technical Schools have been established for the youths from national races in
border areas.

Ethnic Children (CRC Art. 30)
Relevancy with the Law

318.

The Ministry of Progress for Border Areas and National Races and Development Affairs
has been implementing the following objectives in accordance with section 3 of the
Development of Border Areas and National Races Law:-

(a) to develop the economic and social works and roads and communication of the
national races at the border areas, in accordance with the aims which non-
disintegration of the Union, non- disintegration of the national solidarity and
perpetuation of the sovereignty of the state

(b) to cherish and preserve the culture, literature and customs of the national races, (c)
to strengthen the amity among the national races,

(d) to eradicate totally the cultivation of poppy plants by establishing economic
enterprises,

(e) to preserve and maintain the security, prevalence of law and order and regional
peace and tranquility of the border areas.”

Implelementation

319.

320.

321.

322.

323.

In the education sector, essential for the capacity building of youths from national races

in border areas, (852) primary schools, (90) middle schools, and (92) high schools have
been built for which (461,377) million kyats have been spent up to 2006-07. In Shan
state, (82) schools have been built by the Nippon Foundation from Japan.

(27) training schools have also been built for poor youths from national races in border
areas who had no access to education before.

In these training schools, primary, middle, and high school education are provided. There
are (18) boys-only schools, one girls-only and (8) mixed schools. In 2006-07 academic
year, there are (2,083) schoolboys and (458) schoolgirls, altogether (2,541) students.
From 1999 to 2006, a total of (13,289) students have attended. Mosquito nets, pillows and
pillow cases, quilts, bed sheets, mats, towels, school uniforms, sweaters, exercise books,
ball point pens, pencils, textbooks, entrance fees, scholarship, medical treatments and
special lesson books for matriculation students have also been supplemented.

The Ministry of Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Development Affairs
has been working with UNCIEF for the students in border areas to get free school books.
In the Golden Triangle area where drug elimination measures are being carried out, the
Ministry is cooperating with WFP (Food for Education Programme) in providing rice
and aid to children whose parents have abandoned poppy cultivation, which contributes
to increas school entrance rate in border areas. While there were only about (1,000)
students previously, there are now (185,552) students in 2006-07 academic year.

Since 2000, two Nationalities Youth Resource Development Degree Colleges have
been opened in Yangon and Mandalay to provide higher education. Then employment
opportunities for (783) youths from national races have been given at different Ministries
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324.

325.

326.

327.

concerned.

Youths from national groups who will be working in health and education sectors for
the development of national groups in border areas are assisted to be able to study at the
University for the Development of the National Races, Institute of Nursing and Nursing
Training Schools.

Health care services are provided not only in rural areas but also in the border areas in
accordance with the national health policy. While there were only (8) hospitals and (6)
dispensaries in1988, there are now (79) hospitals, (105) dispensaries, (58) rural health
centers, and (140) sub-rural health centers, the cost for which in total is (1766.02) million
Kyats. Besides, (200) bedded hospitals have been set up in each special development
areas.

In accordance with section 8(h) of the Development of Border Areas and National Races
Law, which provides for the establishment of schools for giving vocational education for
the future of the youths of the national races in the development areas, (34) Vocational
Domestic Training Schools for women have been set up, and young women from national
groups have been given training courses to enable them to earn their living with the
expense of the Ministry of Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Development
Affairs. The training courses include basic sewing, advanced sewing, wool knitting,
gems cutting and mother of pearl art, hand-loom weaving, cookery, and wickerwork
(cane/ bamboo). (19,359) persons have been given training up to 2006. After they have
completed the course, sewing machines are sold to them in installment to make their
living. So far, (681) sewing machines have been sold to them for reasonable prices.

In 2006, the Nationalities Youth Technical Training Schools were set up at Lauck Kai,
Mong Lar, Pan Sang (Near the Thai border) and Sittwe (in Rakhine) to give vocational
training courses on carpentr y, masonry, engine repair and welding for the youths of
national races.

328. To raise the living standards of youths from national races, suitable brick buildings with

329.

good water supply system and electricity have been constructed. They are given physical
and sports trainings, fed with available nourishing food and necessary health care. For
moral and personality development and upgrading, youths are given trainings on
leadership, Union spirit and cultural studies.

At the training schools, friendship and understanding of cultures among youths from
different national races are nurtured. Emphasis is given to the preservation of their cultures,
traditions, good customs and practices and national heritages. Freedom of religion is
enjoyed by them. Students from small ethnic groups not only practice theirs but also
learn about religions, cultural traditions, and customs of other groups, which is made
possible by the objectives of these schools.



Chapter (10)
Conclusion

330. The relevant Ministries have been implementing measures relating to child rights, such
as protection, survival, development and participation of children in accordance with
the Child Law.

331. In line with the Myanmar National Plan of Action for Children (2006-15), concerted
efforts for survival, development, protection and participation of children are being
made by relevant Ministries, non-governmental organizations and regional organizations.

332. The implementation of the National Plan of Action for Children will contribute to
the achievement of the objectives of A World Fit for Children and the Millennium
Development Goals, as well as to the implementation of the provisions of the UN CRC,
the Child Law of Myanmar and the Rules and Regulations related to the Child Law.

Abbreviation

CEDAW - Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women.

DOH - Department of Health.

HA - Health Assistance.

IAWG - Inter —Agency Working Group.

IEC - Information, Education and Communication.

IMCI - Integrated Maternal and Childhood Illness.

MWAF - Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation.

MWA O s - Myanmar Women’s Affairs Organizations.

NPA - National Plan of Action.

PMCT - Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission.

PTA - Parents and Teachers Association.

SHAPE - Shape-based Healthy Living and HIV/ AIDS Prevention Education
Programme.
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A Message to the Child Rights Committee from migrant and refugee children
from Burma

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak at this important meeting. My name is xxx, [ grew
up in Burma but moved to Thailand. I am here to speak on behalf of the children of Burma, especially
those who are growing up as refugees and stateless persons in Thailand.

Children in Burma are completely unaware of what human rights are and how the UN works to
protect our rights.

In June, a Child Rights workshop was organised on the Thai Burma border for refugee children living
in camps, and for children of Burmese migrant workers. 36 child representatives attended.

We came up with this message for you. We hope this message will give you a greater understanding
of what life is like for children in Burma.

The right to participation

In Burma, at all levels of society - the family level, community level and governmental level
-children’s views are ignored. That is why it is so important that we have the opportunity to speak at
this meeting. We want parents to respect their children and treat them with dignity, and for society
to respect and cooperate with children; recognizing the important role they have to play. All ethnic
children should be able to enjoy their traditions and culture and language. We want all children to be
recognized as potential future leaders, and respected as such.

In Burma there is no freedom of opinion or expression, which impacts on the ability of children
to learn. Freedom of speech should be promoted in the classroom. This is crucial to their mental
development and enables them to develop critical thinking skills.

We are growing up in an environment where it is unsafe to raise awareness on human rights, as
the authorities arrest human rights defenders. We urge the government to encourage children’s
participation in all sectors through affirmative action; and to conduct nationwide awareness raising
campaigns on child rights.

Vulnerable children

Many children, in Burma have to beg for money and food. Many of these children live on the street
and have no home and no one to care for them. Like all children, they want to go to school and they
want a home with a roof over their head. Instead they look for left-over food in rubbish dumps. Sadly,
society rejects them. They are considered to be dirty and shameful. It is unsafe on the streets; children
are beaten, abused, and raped.

We call on the Government to protect the most vulnerable children, those without a home or parents
who care for them, by providing food, shelter and health care.

Child Labour

Children should be in the classroom, at home, or in the playground, but in Burma many children
work. Children work because they have to, not because they want to. They work in order to survive.
The work is often dangerous and children get sick. When children work, they can not go to school
and they never learn how to read or write.

We, the children of Burma, want child labour to be abolished. We ask the government to raise the

185



minimum age of employment; and carryout investigations of the work places that employ children;
and punish employers who break the labour laws. We hope the Committee will investigate child
labour in Burma and pressure the government to fulfill its obligations under CRC.

Child soldier

For children in the army life is very difficult. They are not given enough food, have to carry heavy
loads and are beaten. They are forced to kill people. They are surrounded by death and the images
stay with them forever. The youth groups, I represent, want to cooperate with the CRC Committee
or any other independent body that wishes to investigate the use of child soldiers. We can provide
testimony from our own experiences as child soldiers. The government should do everything it can to
immediately stop the use of child soldiers. The military should be accountable, and the government
should begin an investigation into the battalions that use child soldiers.

Child Trafficking

No child should be trafficked. The government has made small changes but these changes are not
enough. Parents, teachers, police, and government officials should all work together to end child
trafficking. They must start now before more children are abused.

Refugee and IDP children

Growing up in Burma and in the IDP camps, children sometimes go a whole day or more without any
food. Their lives are in danger. Many children have never been outside a refugee camp and have no
experience of life outside. This has a serious impact on our basic rights to education and healthcare.

Our vision is a Burma, where there are no child soldiers, and no child labour - a Burma, where all
children can complete high school, and where children grow up without the fear of not knowing when
their next meal is or whether the soldiers will come to their village and burn down their home or kill
their parents.
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