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to all the children who have suffered immensely
and yet have come forward with their stories, who
helped us understand this phenomenon better and
to move forward...

to all the people who have given part of their lives
to serve these children and have stayed with them
until their recovery to finally experience the true
meaning of a good life






In Memory of Dr. Walter Skrobanek
and Mr. Pirom Klaichinda
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FOREWORD

This publication on Protecting the Rights and Dignity of the Trafficked Child in
South East Asia is a milestone in the global campaign against child trafficking.

Human trafficking is a serious human rights violation affecting many children. Existing
efforts to fight child trafficking in South East Asia still lack the human rights perspective
and the child rights approach. Trafficked children are victims of human rights viola-
tions and should not be treated as offenders. Survivors of child trafficking have special
needs and should be given special protection due to the nature of the crime. The set-
ting of the Guidelines for the Protection of the Rights of Trafficked Children in South
East Asia will ensure that the child’s rights will be protected from the time of rescue and
identification until the period of recovery and reintegration.

This book also presents a comparative analysis of the draft South East Asian Guide-
lines formulated by Asia ACTs campaign partners in relation to the ASEAN Draft
Guidelines. The comparison can guide us to identify possible lobby points for higher
standards to protect the rights of child survivors of trafficking. The book also includes
additional explanation of selected sections to guide the lobbyists, trainers and social
service providers.

Once more, Asia ACTs succeeds in contributing significantly to the development of
effective policies and practices that safeguard the rights of trafficked boys and girls in
South East Asia.

Frans Van Dijk
Regional Coordinator for South East Asia
Terre des Hommes-Netherlands
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Source: Rehabilitation of the Victims of Child Trafficking: A Multi-Disciplinary Approach,
Center for the Protection of Children’s Rights Foundation, International Labour Organiza-

tion, 2006, Bangkok, p.22
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Appropriate way to speak to children during interviews
Source: Combating the Trafficking in Children for Sexual Purposes: A Training Guide, EC-
PAT International, Bangkok, 2006, p. 104
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Source: Lao PDR: Preliminary Assessment of Illegal Labour Migration and Traf-
ficking in Children and Women for Labor Exploitation, [ILO Mekong Sub-regional
Project to Combat Trafficking in Children and Women, 2003, Bangkok p.12
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Source: Combating Human Trafficking in Asia: A Resource Guide to International
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and Regional Legal Instruments, Political Commitments and Recommended Prac-

tices, United Nations, New York, 2003, p.49
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